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Happy and thank ful win 1 J be, „1 theſe 
diſcourſes, in the hands of divine providence, be 

awakening and fixing a genuine and 
"Iively ſenſe of piety in any young mind. With 
the hope of this, to the candour of the reader and 
the bleſſing of Gop he commends them. 


C paſſage ** ſecond e of Lok k 
ſome learned men, at home and abroad, 
it doubtful at Kant whether the two firſt 3 
of that goſpel are genuine. Marcion, an eminent 
© writer in the firſt part of the ſecond century, had 
A bs "hy Luke's goſpel without them, and there 
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gy diſſenters in 
| Lancaſhire, who not * enga aged for a large 
proportion of copies, but have been otgem for ay 


. 
* 


80 


p. 130—146. And Prieſtley's Hiſtory! 
Opinions concerpip * eſus gl riſt, v. iv. p. 116g. N 
*& can eb do of the fact contained 
in the text to this df con ie, for it is perfectly natural 
and would almoſt gecfarily precede the character 
CarIsT Prints author has, at the deſi and 
judgment of ſome friends, which ought to have 
great weight with him, republiſhed the diſcourſe. 
No one ſhould be alarmed at ſome doubts being 
expreſſed, concerning the authenticitygf theſe chap- 
ters in Luke, or of any otheſ part of ſcripture : for 
what will not bear examination is not worthy of 
defence or attachment; and our faith reſts not 
upon the genuineneſs of particular books and chap- 
ters, but on tlie g facts, to which there is the 
concurring teſtimony arious witneſſes, By 
doubts, leading to examination, ce truth, in every 
caſe, comes to be aſcertained and confirm 


E's 
N. B. The "Fan between crot -hets'r 
left out hen theſe diſcourſes are reads 


family, if the ſermon be thought too long : f 
are thus marked, at the hint of a much reſpected 


friend, as 2 direction to ſhorten them. 
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SERMON I. 
. September 18, 1768. 


The Grounds and Reaſonableneſs of a Life of 


Faith. 
2 Con. v..7. 


For we walk by fait by fight. 
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* 


Veicent. 
2 Ti. I. 5. 
When I call to remembrance the unfegued faith that 


is in thee, which dwelt firſt in thy grand-mather 


Lois and thy mother Eunice Z and I am perſuaded 
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And the younger of them ſaid to his father, Father, 


give me the portion of goods that | leth to me. 
And be ai vided unto them his Song. And nt 


gathered all it- 
Leiber, and took his journey into a far country, 


and there wakes His ju mee with riotous living 


faming.in that land; 
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Aud be went and 3 bimfalf to a all We 
that country; and be ſent high, into his Felds t 
feed ſwine. | bi. 2 5 * bave * bis 
belly with the B. uſts. that the fe 

ro man gave unto him. And beg 


a * himſelf, he Jaid, How many hired ſervants of ny 
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A Prayer for a Yo 
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2 Merning Prager for a young Penn 


4 Prayer from our Lon d' Sermon on the Mount, 
| any Part of the Day, whes Leiſure for devout 
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| The Grounds þ aa Reaſonableneſs ; of a Life 
Ng . 


nn 2 Cos. v. . 
FOR WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT. 


[ FARIOUS are the forings of conduſt hn 
belong to the human frame. Our earlieſt, 
ſtrongeſt and moſt conſtant'incentives to love or 
hatred, to fear or hope, axe the impreſfions we 
receive from the ſenſible objects around us. But 
it is the uſe and buſineſs of reaſon, to correct and 
regulate-the animal ſenſations. It is by thought 
and reflexion the great truths, that concern. us as 
creatures formed for pious virtue, and.accountable. 


to the judge of the earth, are made preſent to the 


mind, and gain any power. For as to. theſe 
truths, ſuch is the imperfection and diſadvantage 
of the preſent ſtate, we are governed and influenced 

not. . by by. gs oe. but OT, ee 
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„„ SERMON L 


The Great Gop, who is the parent and Logo 
of the univerſe, no man hath ſeen or can ſee. 
Jzsvs Cnr1sT, the mediator and patron of our 
ſpiritual ahd eternal inteteſts, though he once 
tabernacled in fleſh, and converſed with man, is 
new withdrawn from our world, The grand trial 
we are all to take, is A. .Ciſtant and future event; 
it has been the expectation of many ages paſt, and 
ages are yet to revolve before its commencement. 
The world in which we are hereafter to live, its 
inhabitants, its. dignities, its joys are unknown; 

not ſeen nor felt. There is no clear diſcernment, 
m ſenſible experience, no ocular proof of theſe 
objects. Vet the Chriſtian treats them as the moſt 


—— and lives as if he ho _ in- 


een dn n 5 0b; a 5 
Abr 1. e. We regulate our conduct not by the 
enjoyment of the viſible things of this world, but 
by the faith and expectation of another and future 
world. We fear an inviſible Gop. We love a 
| Saviour,” whom we have not ſeen. We firmly | 
expect a judgment to come. And we are am- 
- bitionis to obtain the glory and happineſs of the 
unſeen world. By chef jects, and not by thoſe 
of ſenſe and ſight, are our choiee, our tempers ant 
dur lives governed. We are ſtrongly perſuaded 
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| abe eee gal afficred: of leit 
importante; anti tliete is nothing we regard ſo 
much. This ſhortꝭ plain and c Ehen ſive c- 
douft does Th A poſtir give us vf the ſwaying and if 
general principle of a Chriſtian life; bene i 
nnn oa * en ,, 


eds ebety an office more pda 
more ſuited te help and animate „our Tach ad | 
joy, than td lay befbre you; Chriftiatis, 'thoſe'eon-. | 
nadetutions which ſhow the propriety and reaſor- | 
Ableneſe of your condut.' There'is-no 23fardiy | 
in fupprſens hoſt things to be real and crrtaingwihich = 
ie to us invidible-and future. There is a varitry 
of ela und fung provic, om nN’ to build your 
feith of chings yu do not ſcet There is a vaſt, - 
am iin moment in them, if they are true. A 
es Walle by fabeti itt cher hath abe zeſt cendrney tb 
imptove yd r virtue anti your bappinds; I woutg: 
wich to arge theſe points with Cleartleſd ad 
ſtrength; as one who would gladty WAI you: to - 
learn, to feel and remember; IP 5 "Jo great 
Athy an ee wilder lie. i eee . 
e eee I n un Sh * 515. 6 h 
F, Tete Wine ab . 
Kung do be Ted ahdd cette Ghia s 
wrindſe nen KN nothing im ur judge! " ** 
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verſe, had ocular and ſenſible proofs, into what 
narrow bounds ſhould we bring the world itſelf; 

and, in our conceptions, how vaſtly ſhould we 

* diminiſh the number of beings who have life, and 
ene. gs Go: Tk 


Our faculties are limited; our iphere and oppor- 
8 tunities of knowledge are more limited. A very 
ſmall part of nature falls under our notice. We 
enn conceive. of beings with whom no human 
- converſe was held, and of places far remote from 
the human ſtep and eye. Nay; we have no doubt 
of the exiſtence and reality of innumerable things, 
and parts in the univerſe, which are and for ever 
muſt remain out of ſight. Therefore,] though 
the objects of religious faith are unſeen and diſtant, 
there is nothing in this circumſtance merely, that 
renders the ſuppoſition of their reality abſurd. 
And there is not any — 
8 biliry i in * things themirives, 


. MON 

11 e abſurd to 6 e 
Gs, the wiſe and powerful architect of the world, 
tan that the houſes we inhabit” were raiſed by 
3 ſome ſxilful builders ; though they themſelves 
"have been long ſince removed out of life, and 


ne e me L There is no more 


8 — 


SERMON IL | #. 


abſurdity in ſuppoſing that there is a being in- 
| finitely above us, in perfection and dominion, than 
that there are creatures below' us ſo mean and 
inconſiderable, as not to be viſible to he naked 
eye. Thete is no more abſurdity in ſuppoſing 


the reality of a great and good perſon, whom 


Soy hath exalted tobe a Prince and a ſaviour, than 
that in former times, or in the preſent, one-man 
ſhould have a dominion and authority over mul- 
titudes for their good, though the perſon of ma- 
jeſty is viſible'to very few of thoſe over whom he 


rules. There is no more abſurdity in ſuppoſingthat 


we ſhall live again, and chat life ſhall be lengrhened 
out through eternal ages, than that we ſhould be 


born into this world, and ſhould riſe from infancey 


to manhood, though a few years back we were 
not. A future judgment at the bar of Gov, is as 
conſiſtent and rational a tranſaction, as a judgment 
and ki now at the TREES 1 men. 
% 80 fir hen there Hite: any abſurdirg; in hen 
poſing theſe things to be as real as thoſe we now 
ſee: the preſent conſtitution, preſent and viſible 
Sec are ſamples and pledges of things inviſible. 


Our great ſuperiority over the mite and the worm, 
bears ſome, - though a fgint, reſemblance to the 


 infiniteſuperiority of Gop over us. The foreſight 
| and prudence of man is a pattern of the foreſight 
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mitted into the mind by degrees; our acquaintance 
vith therm is gradual, and advancing from the firſt, 
the very ſew and weak, notices we receive. in in- 
fancy to ne objects, new ſenſations and new im- 


 weaken- our faith, or weaken, the force of its 
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„ Me 


and r the Deity, The government 
s over another, and the beefits 


| which: en ie dhe means of gonvey ing to 


another, afford an emblem of the wore perfect, 
gracious, and univerſal authority af Ca ryr over 


us all. This life contains only the ſeeds and firſt 


principles of a life to be renewed beyond the 


grave; the preſent js the emhryo of our future 
exiſtenee. The trial and judgment of our actions, 


which now tales place in each man's conſcience, 


and which ig more publicly executed by magiſ- 


trates, is an antieipation of a more exact, upiverſal, 
and deciſive judgment - hereafter, x The 'former 
render our conceptions of the latter eaſy, and their 
conflitutiou, more completely and perfectly carried 
on, CES in a more nee and 2 
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We find das the objects or ſenſe infelf are 44. | 


provements every day. Why then ſhould it 


objects on our practice, that the plan of the uni- 
Verſe is not at once laid open before us, and all 
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| SE * If 0 N 73 Bs 2, 
eder and. ranks of beinga.are. not at once. yiſiþle 
to our ſight. We cankider not, that if the objects 
of faith were brought within, the verge of ſenſe, 
they., would. haye ſuch, a powerful, ſtriking and 
overbearing: power, as to exclude. all virtus fm 
our actions; there a be pq reaſoning, unn 

regar 


them, no choice in to them. We conſider 
not, chat te e ee | 
options we in the cat ö and 
anden. rr SSL; D 8 _— 
2300075, 213642385; - 
1 Te es the genen houſe has & builder, 
there js go 006-who #114, all things: to believe that 
no woman can forget her. ſucking child, and no 
father ean be indifferent to the wants of his chile 
dren i yet that the parent of the world neglxcta chę 
creatures he has made z and be that formed. us, 
ſhows. ps: favour: to believe in 2 Gon who 


cannot want wiſdom, power or. gooduek, being — 


the ſource. af all, and yet to (uppoſe that he exer- 
Ciſes. no care, no government over us: te belicye 
that he governs us, vet dogs not obſerye our 
actions; or that obſerving our actions, he does 
© Hot approve the good, and, difapprove the evil, ſo 
as to puniſh che latter and recompence the farmer ; 
This is abſprd ; this js. repugnant to x 0 Prin- 
ciple of. xralon, and every, Gtate of enen 
ſenſe —a coptragic 4 to 15 the Sprenſion 00 
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A th oa 
principles and reaſon of all men, and of all ages. 
80 void, fo entirely void of all abfurdity is it, to 
ſuppoſe the things of another ſtate, which we do 
not ſee, to be real and certain. And ſince theſe 
Wee ens coma k 


Secondly; ele ies ri eh ar es 
e on which to build our faith in the 
inviſible and future realities of another world. 
[It further ſerves to ſet forth the wiſdom and 
reaſonableneſs of a life governed by faith, not only 
- that there is nothing impoſſible, nothing abſurd 
in it: but that this faith is merely oppoſed to 
| ſenſe and enjoyment, not to reaſon and judgment. 
No ! faith is the ſubmiſſion of the mind to evi- 
dence, and the triumph of reaſon over the im- 
preffions and prejudices ' of ſight. . A judicious 
faith is the reſult of enquiry, of attention to argu- 
ment and proof. The grand and leading prin- 
Ciples of a religious perſuaſion and hope are founded 
N r e er Ions n 3k 


| The nut things of Goo} from th creation 
by the thivigs hag are hate: Nod chewo- 
ders of our own frame, the curious formation of 
our * bodies and the nobler * 
but 
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we 1 leaſt inſet that moves * every ſpire of 


graſs, produceth the acknowledgment of a firſt 
cauſe, an Almighty Author of all things. Though 
we ſee not Go himſelf, we behold his works 
and diſcern the marks of infinite power, wiſdom 
and goodneſs. in the heavens above, in the world 
around us and in ourſelves.” Though | at the 
cloſe of life we do not ſee our fellow creatures 
ſummoned to the tribunal of the Univerſal Judge, 


andtaking their trial for eternity: yet the difference 

between good and evil, berween virtue and vice, 
is as plain as the difference between light and 

darkneſs, ſweet and bitter ; we are capable of 


chooſing the one, and refuſing the other; in in- 
numerable inſtances, in the conſtitution of things, 


we haye the evidence of fight and experience, 


that the tendency of goodneſs is to happinels, and 
of fin to miſery ;* the practice of virtue is indeed 
always attended with ſelf. approbation and hope; 
the practice of fin is followed with remorſe and 
fear. This has all the appearance of our being 
accountable creatures. We are framed, as if we 
ſhould undergo the ſcrutiny of the Divine Judg- 
ment. Though we do not ſee the other world, 


and -the bac of Geet: ine” fee! had e br 
- neceſſarily previous thereto ; we ſee and feel the 
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conſciouſneſs and the PERS of the e we 
firmly expe} to give an account of ourſelves o 


3 Rr "Re n to our deeds. 


© Theſe objects of faith are ſer io A, lars, 


and more firiking light by the goſpel. . That 
teaches us the ſublimeſt truths relative to the 


Maker of the world. That makes the plaineſt, 
moſt animating and engaging diſcoyerics. of 
another life. That Opens, to our gladdeni ung con- 


templation, the ſchemes and plan of the Divine 


 Goverament, the deſigns of. infinite benevolence 


for the falvation of man, through all. ages, from 
the beginning of the world. That reveals to us 
the character of Ixsvs Cupisr, brings us into 2 
new relation, and leads us to a new ſet of duties, 
ariſing from the 8 and e of e | 
* rn es b e tl 100 Fo 


"And. if 45 . e at the 
reaſonableneſs of che precepts and the dignity of 


© the truths of the goſpel; if their correſpondence 
to the perfections of Gon and the ſtate of man; 


if the amiable luſtre they reflect on the character 


| of Gop, and the light and joy they diffuſe amongſt 


2 guilty and degenerats.race ; if the divine life 
of the author of our religion; if the purifying 
eee . his doctrine; if the 


number, 


G0 Nav 1 


vumbega . gleatueſi and. variety of the Vork 
wrought hy Cun iger and his apoſtles ; if, th m. 


furre&ion af our friend and Jaw-giver ;from the 


dead ; if his aſcenſion to heaven; if the grant 


and effuſion af ſuperpatvral gifts and endampentꝰ 
on the miniſters of his religion, from himſelf in 


his exalced ſtate ; if the teſtimony of pyglve plain, 


honeſt. and benevolept meg, Who gave. up their 


diſgrace, jour and cath, iv aelig the nd | 


facts of the Chriſtia 
ſucceſs of. the gaſpel, in the change af the geligian, 


and the lives of men; if the faith. of hiſtory and 
the teſtimany af ſucceeding, corraborating that af 


former ages. — If any of one theſe arguments hath 
weight and force in it; and eſpecially, if when 


united together and all lending their, ſeparate - 
authority, they form an harmany and ſympathy 


of proots, truly ſtriking for their number, their 
agreement and their ſtrength. Then it is nat 


without evidence that we walk by faith. A per- 


ſuaſion of ſuch truths. ſa. ſupparted is wiſe and 
BIB . Particularly when ic is conſideredy . 


W IE 


Thindy. Thatthereis ane e n nee | 


in the objects of qut faith. LAmidſt the variety 
of objects that court qur notice, and attention, 


| 


wildom and reaſon require us to ſuit Genn [> 
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to their reſpective nature and excellence In- 
Gets 'were the things of this world and of ſenſe | 
to be valued and purſued no farther than their 
ow intrinſic worth and duration would juſtify; 
but few thoughts, but a little care would be be- 
ſtowed on them by a rational and immortal crea- 
ture: and the neglect would be highly injurious 
to our preſent condition. The wiſe author of our 
frame, the Almighty Maker of the world hath fo 
eftabliſhed the preſent conſtitution of things, that 
how deficient ſoever in real excellency ſenſible ob- 
jects may appear to the judgment of a rational 
being, they ſtrike on our minds fo early, ſo con- 
tinually accoſt us, enter in at ſo many avenues, 
leave ſuch ſtrong impreſſions, and are ſo inter- 
woven with all the circumſtances of our exiſtence, 
and all the ex ĩgences of our ſtate, that a total 
diſregard of them is not leſs impoſſible; than, if 
practicable, it would be high and bitter r. 
pony may! 3 ; ey muſt be OE” | 
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N But amidit all our- e in this eld, 
amidſt all our cares for this life and the body; 
let it he ever remembered, that we have ſouls and 
are connected with nobler objects.] There is a 
native worth, a folid, ſupreme and laſting value 
belonging to the inviſible realities of a future 
tate. We may appeal to you, Chriſtians; we 

443 : may 
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may lodge the appeal with every man who will 


turn a ſober thought to the ſubject, amidſt the 
vaſt. multitude of beings, that inhabit univerſal 
Amidft all the kind agents under Gop, who are 
the miniſters of good to us; amidſt all the long 
roll of benefactors and friends to mankind, whoſe 
names adorn the pages of hiſtory, can a ſuperior, 
can an equal be found to Ixus Cunis r, for the 
purity of his character, for the ſublimity of his 
inſtructions, for his generous ſervices, for his large 
benefits, for his exalted dignity and univerſal 
empire? He tenders the offer, he has ſecured, 
the bleſſings of wiſdom for the ignorant, of ſtrength 
for the weak, of pardon ſor the guilty, and of life 


and immortality for the dying. To whom are 
ve ſo much indebted? Wa 


e 


As to the 5 ph: — faith Sat — Ol 
us, how gracious and important! You are called 


| to ſeek, and are encouraged to piety and virtue 


by the promiſe of all che dignity and bliſs, your 
hearts can deſire or Gop can give in a more per- 


ſect and durable fate of exiſtence... A judgment, 


from which there lies no appeal; a judgment, 


you will reach to our, » 
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veel as acens; Where you omnù'ot ert. eps, 
nor offer a bribe ; where angels and men Will be 


witneſſes of our uquittal or dgrace; A judgment, 
which will decide our ſtate und harder for 


my; eternal death or cternat heaven of gloty 


and Viiſs z "theſe objects, if any ag b Win 
| JOE "theſe thibgs kre of Hy moment 
to us! and Were the evidence for chem much lefs 
chat it is; yet chey are fo great in themſelves, ſo 
much depends upon the belief of them; if rhey 
ſhould prove true: it would de a point of wil⸗ 
dom and prudence, even on endet ati Tels pro- 
Dable ptoofs' to pay a ſerious regard to them. 
Their own welght would be fufficient᷑ to jake up 
n defect of evidence. Whit influence their ought 
they to have upon us j when both che evidendes 
for them are ſo numerous and ſttong ; und their 


importance ſe great and eternal? Let nothing, 
Chriſtians, move you away fron & high an hope; 


let nothing aeg In into a ee of ſo | 
eee ia HAN 7 244 au 101 24 
Dold di 1 eng a 2... 
N eee e A | 
ien on dur cinduũ aui our bappinds.” — 4 
— Tetipe; ſortitude, prudenee, tempetance, 8 
_ Lodlitiefs, rotherly kind neſs and uverfal 
ate tl àmlable; wt and divine e which 
WR FT reiſe nd ee, 
»- | 'DÞ 


per and life after the perfcions of the Deity; the 
moſt lovely and perfect model of goodneſs and 
purity. Do you believe in the In Fudgy of the 


world; who without reſpect of perſons will render 
toevery inanaccordingto his works? What man- 
ner of perſons ought you to be in all holy convert 
fation and godlineſs: this is the concluſion from 
uch # principle which forth draws and fixes in the 
| heat!” Do you believe in the h of GOD? _ 
This faith teaches and engages you d keep hie 
commandments, to open your boſoms to the power IIS 
of thoſe grateful generous ſentiments his dying 


friendſhip inſpires z and to maintain your integrity, 


purity” and holineſs r6'th6 end, fired by the ptoſ- . 


pect of that immortal e wil we 96d 95 
heave cnn 5 l 


1 * * 
oft | | 1 . * 5 


ee tis bee of Os apa | 
and martyts. Turn te the hiſtory of Abraham, 
of Joſeph; df Daniel, of Moſes, and of Item 
C Ihr, chat Ilkaſtrious pattern and leader on to 


the exerdiſe and reward of faith. Or examine, 


His, your duen Boes and ſurvey your ownaRtionss 
and \ſayy low uſeful, ious e, 
r 3 

| In 
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Do you beheve in GOD? You nn 

| A hte. | 
to be holy as he is holy, to he merciful as he is 
mereiful, and as dear childten to form yout tem- 
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In your own experience, when the principles 
or faith are active and vigorous, ſteadily kept in 
view and firmly embraced, to what innocence, in- 
tegrity and univerſal propriety and dignity of be- 
haviour do they guide and animate the man ? 
When faith is lively; the cares of life grow eaſy; 
its temptations loſe their power to charm, or to 
terrify. For the proſpects of the believer in Gop 
and Cuxr1sT are wide and extenſive :. his deſires 
pure and ſublime: his hopes warm and bright: | 
his reſolutions bold and . ſtrong. He views all 
things in their connection with futurity : he con- 
verſes with the celeſtial world: beholds the Deity 
as ever preſent, as always nigh to approve, be- 
e and bleſs wm and he * ee into 


| The RET that dans, Soak faith-- is pure 
and folid, To be kept from fluctuating amidſt 
all the uncertainties of life; not to be ſubject to 
the power of vain hopes and joys, and fears and 
life with fortitude, to improve its bleſſings by 
gratitude and to enjoy them with. moderation ; 
this isthe happineſs that. prevails where faith pre- 
VvVeails. And thine, O! divine principle, ate the 
Dy Fe pag gle tore to Gop..the beſt of 
all beings, and to Jzsus Carsr the kind and 
powerful Saviour; the joys of devout. confidence 


and 
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world will render eee cher AS 
nn Tyr 


n 5 bs eee {> n Gn 
5 
portance; ſo valuable and ſo happy their in- 


fluence ; let us walk by faith and not by ht. 
When the being of a GO, when the goſpel and 


world he your only care. But. ſince things are 
ſoʒ are as they have been now repreſented, fol · 


andi folly of treating theſe things with indifference 


oonſtitution of human natutt ic be overturned by a 


[witty argument and ꝓrofane jeſt. The importance 


of che objects of gut faith. is · H great and real to 
be diminiſhed by ST * 2 


1. ou ſo 
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b beyond the grave; the joyi of 
a triumph over death and of an everlaſting recom» 
pence; theſe joys and pleaſures are thine. . With 
theſe joys are all the toils: of faith ſoothed and 
its labours repayed: till a better and happier 
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the evidences of their reality; ſo vaſt their im- 


a judgment to come ſhall he proved to be chi- 
mæras and fables, matters of no weight in them · 


| ſelves and of no conſequence to you; tben. 
Chriſtians, you may r change the motives of your 
conduQt,/1and »with!;#eafon and ſafety let 'this 


Jow'not,a multitude in the impiety, ingratitude 


and contempt. The foundations of religion are 
auid tog deep in he gate af things, and in the 
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I ipindam — 25 0e and | 
WO 7797175 le tl 

ne 4 ee 

4 My e Sons my interaſt in tho 

« ſalyation of the goſpel, my accountablecieſs at 

the tribunal of Gon, and my condern in the 


te to me: though the many, or the great, may 
_ *:treat thoſe things as nothing to ben. lt is only 
the want of evidence, or the-waiit.of importance 
can excuſe my neglect of them. It will only 
pole my folly and endaiiger my happineſs, 
u if the example of others weighs more with me 
than the reaſon of things, the force of argument, 
0] un neee of an ogra ava * 
1 wo 410-40 | 
Whatever at e Fai To 
affiſt and invigorate our faith, let us frequently 
retire and . faith 
diſplays before us. Every Chriſtian has another 
world to which he belongs, and in Which he 
< ſhould hve and converſe, beſides this which he 
<« js born into, and ſhares with the reſt of man- 
* kind. Into this world he ſhould often Rep aſide: 
it is notat ſuch a diſtance from him, but that he 
l candoitina moment by only forgetting the world 
 ©* about him, and ſtrongly turning the bye of his 
| . e N e for 
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2 : engel Gop; now with che virtues and 


« offices of the Redeemer, his paſt ſufferings, his 
** preſent glary 3 bo. yiuirthe, privileges-of' good 


men ie this: life, then with their happiness 
in the life ta come new with one docttine af 


140 Cheiſtianiry, then-with-another, and forme tunes 
« whale ieee 219753 6 vo 700! fog v vel 


n fog lun 


Let theſe themes cine ſome of our thoughts 


every day. But particularly let us be ſo wiſe, as 
to ſeize the leiſure and compoſure of the Lord's 


Day, to think more deeply on them in private, to 


enlarge our acquaintance with them by reading. 


and to improve the opportunity hereby afforded 
us, if not to be informed, yet to be reminded our. 
ſelves, and to remind others of their certainty and 


importance by a ſerious attendance on the public 
_ iafigaCtions and devotions of the day. Above all, 


let us confider what ought to be the converſation 
of thoſe, who believe in the gracious and almighty 
Maker of the world, in the truth of the goſpel, 

and in a judgment to come. Such, ſo pure and 
N ſo —_— and ſober let our lives and | 


5 * Me: Grove. ee his Wars, vol. Ix. Pp. 144» 145- | 


S tempers 


Ne as 
25 dos Feth with wonder. and delight bas o. 8 


wehre GOD and ihe eternal world be our 


t gui e. 5 * . i N 9 „ 


Thus, my friends, fight the 


your courſe with integrity and joy. And 
rious, immortal ptize will be yours. It is 


no yours by the near proſpect of it, Soon, ſoon 


as tho tale of human life is told, it will be yours 


by poſſeſſion; by a certain, triumphant and eter- 
hal potion.” Amen,” 925 | 
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WHEN I Carl TO REMEMBRANCE THE UN- 
© FEIGNED' FAITH THAT Is IN'THEE; WHICH 
-  DWELTFIRSTINTHY GRANDMOTHER LOIS; 
AND THY MOTHER EUNICE; AND * PER? 
.\ SUADED: THAT IN| THEE ALS S. 


4 10 ttt n ei n ct, ht | 
MONGST' che other converts, with, which 
the miniſtry and preaching, of the apoſtle 


| Paul, were bleſſed, none was more emipent, either 
for his virtues or the ſtation which he filled in the 
Chriſtian church, than was Timothy. His mind, 


5 


from his childhood, had been tinctured with pious 
ſentiments, and from the earlieſt period of life he 
had formed an intimate acquaintance with the 
(criptures of the Old Teſtament. ates : 
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Iltis ſuppoſed®, that as he was a native of 196 
he had, at that place, been an hearer of the Apoſtle 
and a witneſs of his ſufferings. The religious 
turn of his mind and dis knowledge of the ſcrip- 


5 tures were excellent preparatives for the reception 
of the Chriſtian faith, as both diſpoſing him to 


attend to the preaching of it, and qualifying him 
to judge of the proofs of its truth derived from 
the ancient prophecies. © The fact accordingly 
was, that he became, when very young, a believer 
in Cnnisr, and ſoon we find him diſtinguiſhed 
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3 3 ; endowments grep capacities 2 
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character he bore amongſt the brethren, recom- 


mended him to the peculiar notiee ef the holy 
Apoſtle ; who took him to be his companion and 


| affiftnt in preaching the goſpel, and ſet him apart 
to the miniſterial office, Timothy fully anſwered 
the great expectations that had been entertained 


concerning him, and became a faithful and uſeful 
friend to his apoſtolit patron. His name ſtands 
with chat of the Apoſtle in ſeveral of the epiſtles, 


and two A 


. 


de. Benſon. 
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| The foundation. of his future eminence and uſe» 

fulneſs in the Chriſtian church, it is more than 
intimated in the text, was laid in the graces of his 
anceſtors, and in the influence-of their care and 
manners upon his young mind. His father was 
a devout Gentile; his mother and grandmother 
were Jeweſſes: they were both perigns of eber 
3 Ber th were conyęxts ie u 
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*: roms than be had ——_— the mis 
the Jevich religion, and theix cxample he fallowed 
in embracing, che Chriſtian. The pamerp they | 
had fer. before him, and the int ons They h 
given him, were notloſt but leſt deep and laſſing 
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| had been diſtinguiſhed, dwelt in his W 
Derne een at: „When! ö call to remem- 
< brane,” ſays the Apolile, © the wafeigned faith = 
har ie cher, -whigh drk Beſt in dy ad. 
mother Lois, and thy mother 1 2555 
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ee of. f'being deſcended 8 pious — 


on the happy influenge of g religious educationz— 


| how lasdable it is 40 imitate, nay ſurpaſs the 
Ib | C4 N virtues 
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virtues of parents and how delightful 3 it is to the 
Chriſtian miniſter to ſee the virtues of his aged 
friends copied by the tifing generation. Theſe are 
the obſervations I would omen, to Anras. 5 
Fark. ui n n to 15 Getended From 
pious and worthy” anceſtors, This is a point, 
which doth not require" any laboured proof. If 
there be any thing excellent, praiſe worthy and of 
good report in righteouſneſs; if the memory of 
the juſt be bleſſed, and 4 a good name be better 
_ © than precious ointment ;” the virtues of the good 
mult caſt a glory on their deſcendants. Virtue,” 
faith the Roman ſatyriſt and poet, © is the true 
and ſole nobility “. This hath been; indeed, 
the ſentiments of all ages, that poſterity de- 
rives honour from the worth and merit of their 
eros e ee e bens 
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The unlettered, uncultivated Indian feels the 
force of this conſideration. He exults in the 
Proweſs of his parent; in the courage with which 
he fought, or in the ſwiftneſs with which he 
hunted; in the fortitude with which he met and 
e r e bre I. ane TAR 


FRE: * ——Nobilitas fola eft atque OY virtus. 
1 U32 8 Sat. viii. ver. 20. 
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a The esd ese reerlaabl for theit beaſts in 


the virtues of the patriarehs and in the faith-of 


heir father Abraham. This fed their pride and 
raiſed their confidence.” In the low and humble 


ſtations of life men derive from this ſource a kind 


of ſelf-ſatisfaftion and an elevation of ſpirit. You 
virtuous deſcent, and appear to grow great, in 
eee if they can appeal to others, that 

eir parents, though Poor, were honeſt. Theſe 


ES to be an allowed principle, that it is 


with us; bor will | be prion dener to 
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not conſider it as an happineſs to have deſcended 
from pious and valuable parents ? Do we not 
look upon the reputation and glory, which their 
goodneſs ſecured to them, as, in ſome meaſure, 
our own? And are not mankind; in general, 
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us in a more favgurable. light and toJogk on: us 
with affeQion?... |. 10:3 Alti 96% 45" 34 ane . 
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Wbt a ſtrong and engaging motive ſhould this 
be with parents to maintain an holy character, 

and: to follow after exemplary righteouſneſs l— 
What a ground of pleaſing, devayt and grateful 
reſlexion is it, if any of us.be-able-tofay s **;My 
ct zrogenitors were devout, upright and uſrful 
in theit lives and converſation : un heneur to 
« © hppa 26k PRO Apt af 
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A religious education. + [Timothy yas in a Feat 
raſter he @pponted,: by the early.inftrudtions tis | 
pious: mother and grand mother inſtilled inte his 
mind and by the force of the holy examples they 
ſet before him. The unfeigned faith, he diſ- 
covered, firſt dwekt-in them: and cheir holy care 
F 2 means of 8 
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up a child in the. way, in which he ſhould go, 
and when he is old, he will not depart from 
dit.“ Our experience, as welllas tha reaſon of 
the thing, confirms the truth of this emerk. 
not generally conſiſt of thoſewho have been trained 
of children who have ſucceeded to their ipatonta, 
as witneſſes for Gop and truth in the world? 
Hou few, in general, ars added t us from diſſo- 
nn audig 111 S7atriins 
2165 4% QT e th id Jia! 15 4 
eee 
ls temptations of life and the manners of the 
world counteract and defeat the tendency of edu 
cation, Neither the inſtructions, nur examples, 

affection of parents are fufficient to detaim forng 
in the paths of wiſdom und piety. But, When 
example is united wich -precept, gemtieneſs is 
blended with authority, and zeal rempered with 
wiſdom," a religious education, according to the _ 

natural / courſe of | things and the general method 
of divine providenee, is the moſt probable means = 
of diſpohng the riſing generation to ſerioumfḿm 

and virtue; and it affords the faiteſt proſpect ff 
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- © Thus" fucceeded 'the pious care of Lois and 
Vunice : and perhaps, in all ages, ſome of the 
* worthieſt and moſt venerable © miniſters, the 


church of Cnnisr hath been able to boaſt of, 

have had reaſon to bleſs Gop for thoſe early 
” — which were made upon their minds 
« by the religious inſtructions of ers the 


 * ſame;relation®.” | 
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| Powerfal encouragement ariſe a 8 to 
animate the pious labours of parents. T hoſe 


whom their care and example are the happy means 


of forming to holineſs and virtue, will carry on 


the ſame important and benevolent: work, of 


ſowing the ſeeds of truth and piety in the hearts 
of their deſcendants; and / they again in theirs ; 
and ſo the bleſſed work will be carried on from 


generation to generation. New harveſts of holi- 
maſk _ virtue will ariſe z” and unborn ages will. 


of r and Se ten Parents may 


rejoioe in the immediate effects of their holy en- 


deavours; but their imagination can not fully 


paint all the ſcenes. of future virtue and, bliſs, 
Which may 20 AN p ee . ad be 
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Dr. bout, Family Expoſe, h in loc, 
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„Cid Lice ee forefor how: extenſive, 

uſefal and. excellent a character was riſing up 
under their hands, when they were inſtilling ints 
the child Timothy the principles of divine know- 
ledge ? Could they foreſee how many would be 
formed by his preaching to faith and holineſs; 
and what an influence the object of their affec- 
tionate care would have on the progreſs of that 
glorious kingdom of the Mzss1an, which they, 
with other devout r were ee for with 
f en b 
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— 8 is not . 1 or Aden of every 
parent to train up, or of every family to produce 
a Timothy : but ſurely the inſtance. before us is 
ſufficient: to teach us, that the uſefulneſs of our 
inſtructions and example may repay our labours 
with a richer recompence than our hearts can 
conceive. Animated by this thought, be per- 
ſuaded, Chriſtians, to command your children and 
your houſehold after you to know the way of the 
WR HAIR eee geen 
Ws uy. 15 Sat. Ni 
/- Thirdly. 1 is MA in al 
eee and imitate the virtues 
of their pious parents. Paul ſpeaks to Timothy 
in the way of praiſe, when he ſays that he was 
< perſuaded, that the ſame faith dwelt in him, 
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. his grandmother Lois and 
his mother Eunice. It was the dying charge 
of David to Solomon: to know the Gp of his 
_ «fathers, and to ferve him with x perftt heart 
«ad a ling mind" The wiſe man addrefics 
to his pupil the ike exhortation: My ſon; hear 
<« the inſtructions of thy father and forſake not 


che lat of thy "mother. | And again: * My 


* ſake not che law of thy mother.“ To the ſame 
purpoſe ſpeaks a Grecian moraliſt and orator: 
It is a ſhame, that painters ſhould copy beau- 


' %:riful abimuls, and children wor imitate their 


* virtuous anceſtors;” Let n be a maxim wich 
you, that. a-weeltler-ought not more-vigorouſly 
Pr es agg ene . ge u 
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Tube principle, eee 


Pe is this: that the enjoyment & lach 


precepts and examples id an obtifemion 0 a 
without great folly and an aggravation of guilt. 
ae infendible-eautt"-be chat mind, hich 
examples! eee en moſt 5 chat 
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cd e G at 5 
poeated inſtructionz | In ſuch a caſe, how many 
advantages muſt be abuſed} How many re» 
ſtraints broken through! Ho many impreſs 
bons in favour of goodneſs $effaced !' | How many 
inducements withſtood and perſuaſions 
reſiſted! The deſtendants of pious patents can 
not periſh for lack of knowledge, nor fall into 
the ſnare of vice for want of being warned of 
their danger. If they are not like to their valuable 
anceſtors, or if inſtead of being like to them, their 
temper and behaviour are direſtiy the reverſe of 
theirs, they can not deviate from their example 
„ ee e 
_— q' 


"Fax dene ene care Gp tains 
to ſuch eenſure! Let a more conſiſtent part be 
| glory wall: thus: ee prin Were tha 
virtues they exemplißzedd amiable und excellent; = 
what can be mere commendable than to feek to 

be cloathd walt he arne beauties, © beeariched | 
with the ſame ornaments Uf 'charafter ? We 
the inſtructions they communicated juſt re 5 
of truth and powerful motides to a vituous dbn- 
12 e ö a 
ſacred, 
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| ſacred; aiet20/erqnecd tbr che vues t doth 
viour? This is to expreſs 4 proper eſteem for 
the advantages we liave enjoyed: this is to make 
1 ſuch an improvement of them, as will be of laſt- 
| | ing benefit to us, the foundation of increaſing 
1 uſefulneſs here and of eternal happineſs hereafter. 
1 Thus will you acquire a worth of character, and, 
291 ee, eee eee ee arſe. 
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virtue. Tinhothy: is juſtified and com- 

mended for chooſing the principles of true reli · 

gion, though he was not led to it by the example 
3 of his father. His mother and grandmother 
| Ne afforded him a pattern of unfeigned faith, and 
|  belicved.in Cnaisr before him: but he greatly 
$ improved on the inſtructions: they communicated 
: to him, and on the example they had ſet before 

8 him, by becoming an eminent preacher of the 
goſpel, and diſtinguiſhing himſelf by his zeal and 

activity; in the Chriſtian cauſe. His purſuits and 
- autdinments were not limited to the firſt; acqui 
| en 7 e 1 virtue 
e Ge dickes 0b beben vo precept of ſriprur 
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ag Meir VEN, The deſign of 
cdacnt on 10 not to cramp; che pers of the foul | 
and to reſtam its aſpifations after Ken or 
but to conmjʒ ate the elements of knot 
to give 4 right direction to the Paſſions and 2 
fires, and to open and?exerciſe the faculties of the | | 

 mind;"that they: IC of future and „ 
ere e ed ee een ene, = 
-FOYOR IT 01 THE; owt oat 1 9 1 598; 5 77 10 

Gee baer their "prejudices, errors an 

faults: and ſhall any reverence” for their virtües 
betray us into à reſemblance to them in what was 
weak and blame worthy "Ys Children often poſſeſs 
more judgment, genius and capacity than did 
their worthy” anceſtors; ate ſometimes, naturally, | 
of a mote amiable tener! and are frequently i 
in fictions” more fayourable to every improve- 
ment? ind are "theſe Manages to-beJoft 1 8 
blind deference to the inſtruckions they. firſt re- 
ceived, and the examples to which they have been 
chiefly accuſtomed ? "When we become capable 

of jadging concerning truth and duty we' ſhould 

| certainly” uſe our own reaſon. and modeſtly bring 32 
the Principles? And practices of even our forefathers 

to the teſt. 225 E ele eg . 


« it 6 128 che Lad, of a 850d Writer. « there 
« is any defect of knowledge in thoſe to whom 
o& | 8 any 
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85 « ere obliged, they way endgavgys v0 he better 
| * informed in che principle of religion, and che 
grounds of them. There may ha.occaſion for 
| « them.to. be more open and explicit. in the pro- 
« feſſion of religion, than thoſę that went before 
chem. They may aim at che ſtricteſt regard to 


© the will of Gon, and excel-in moderation and 


(charity towards others, If they, hy hom they 
have been brought up, appear to them moroſe 


5 and ſevere, and to ſtretch their authority beyond 
« che baunds of reaſon, nothing hinders, but they 
1 may aim at eſcaping that miſtake, and exceed 


them in mildneſs and gentleneſs. There can be 


< no good reaſon aſſigned, why children ſhould | 


25 not be better than their parents, if they are able: 


« {till preſerving a humble and dutiful reſpect to 
A ſuperior relation, which is à neceſfary part 
g of true goodneſs, a 


* 


Fourthly.. 11 is A 1 to | the Chriſtian | 


| miniſter to ſee the virtues. of his aged friends 


copied by the riſing generation. The text aſſigns 
the reaſon why the Apoſtle remembered Timothy, 


with affection, in his prayers, and returned thanks 


© Dr. Lardner's Works, vo. ed. Vol, x. p. 201. 
Or Sermons, Vol. I. Serm. VIII. p. 175. - To which diſ- 


7 conrſe this ſermon is indohtes. for dd uſeful ;hists, 


to 
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t. Gov, for him with fervor and affection, ..** I 
« thank, Gag, ſays. Shea that without ceaſing 
I baye remembrance of thee; in my, prayers, 
« night and. day, when I called to,remembrance. 
« che unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt 
« firſt in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother, 
Eunice i and I am perſuaded chat in thee. allo.” 
It is evident that the, Apoſtle here paſſeth, an 
eulogium upon his young friend with a ſenſible 
delight in the virtues, of his character. The 
Apoſtle John, in his letter to the Ele& Lady, 
expreſſeth the like ſatisfaction in the conduct of 
her deſcendants. © I rejoiced greatly,” ſaith he, 
Tah en of ty Se eee in wath,” - 


-Whae pious malls can ic he Cooked, doth 
not enter into theſe ſentiments? Affection to ous 
aged friends muſt incline us to rejoice, when their 
expectations are anſwered and zbeir hearts are 
led with 3 Joy. The comfort of aur own future 
tions is intimately. connected wih the 
choice apd purſuics of the filing generation. Our 
friends, in;advanced life, are ſucceſſirely tamoving 
from their Ration, of ſervice and activity here 19 

the land of darkneſs and reſt; From, their labours 
to their reward: n e ee | 
poli: + bog: of reſpegt;qnd affection and 10 dr 
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it be conteibed to be à miarter of indifftren'ce to 


us, whether any ſucteedto' their labour; Whether 


rheir virtues live agaitt in their offspring! vhetber 
the important ſervices they rendered to the cauſe 


cf truth and goodneſs abe carried om by their 


deſcendatits and Whether the intfercourſes of 


friendſhip | and affectiort with them, which con- 


tributed ſo much to he felicity of our nes, be 
Rowe with their children? 
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ee hildren riſe up in . room G's thei 
parents, our ſorrous are ſoothed; the loſs, we 


have ſuſtained, is made up to us; our ſphere of 
activity and ſervice is not left vacant: but our 


labours are enlivened and animated by new en- 


couragements; new proſpects 97 e and 

e e to 150 5 gh + and 
Bur, ed theſe Gaube ens may rig 

with us, a more generous principle prompts the 


_ Chriſtian miniſter, in this caſe, to rejoice. © The 


cauſe, for which he is an advocate, is a public 


cauſe. In proportion as the principles of genuine 


religion are adopted by the rifing generation; in 
proportion as they imitate the virtues, the pro- 
h V 


, RMO 37% 


— 


they will ſerve the church: they 
will ſerve: the- world; they will be bleſſings to 


whole families, to whole neighbourhoods, and 
even to a Whole nation. The good man is 
the uſeful man, the friend. ef others, and the 
benefactor of mankind. He can not have the 


feelings, - be can not deſerve the name of the 
Chriſtian miniſter, who doth not ſee with joy and 
gladneſa the children of his friends walk ing in 
the truth; when it is a ſcene ſo pregnant with 


bleſlings to the 0 n cen in wan * 
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1 him imagine, that the moment is approaching 
which will gather the ſucceeding generations of 
men to their fathers; and let him anticipate the 


time, the ſolemn day, when fathers and children, 


when anceſtors and deſcendants ſhall all appear 


before the tribunal of Cuxisr ; under theſe views 


and proſpects is it not a ground of delightful 


refſexion, a cauſe of bene volent pleaſure, to think, 


that they who were partakers of the ſame un- 
feigned faith will be partakers of the ſame un- 
ſpeakable, incorruptible and eternal glory? In 


this expectation, every generous affection is grati- 


bed. Love to our preſent and gratitude eto the 
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memory of our deceaſed bear an wo Edt 
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er me now e this beer in an bas 
eltionate_ addreſs to che younger part of this 
ſociety. During the courſe of my miniſtry here, 


feveral worthy and reſpectable perſons have finiſned 


their courſe, Tou and the world would ſupport 
my atteſtations, were I to ſpeak of their unfeigned 
faith, of cheir probity, of their generoſity, of their 
ſobriety and of their attachment to the cauſe of 
Chriſtian liberty. But there is no occafion to 
enter into particular eulogiums, or to call 


over their names. You remember their virtues 
and refleſt with pleaſure tha you but fack an 


N eee 


nen that gave you 


ſuch friends; if you would preſerve the honour 
of yout families; if you would make up to the 
world and to the church the loſs of your valuable 
friends; if you would duely improve the diſtin- 
guiſhing advantages derived from their inſtructions 
and examples; if you would partake of the repu- 
tation and eſteem, in which their names are held 
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now . made, and to apply them to yourſelves, 
Yours is the honour of having deſcended” from 
| pious and worthy. perſons. Oh] let not your dege 


influence: of u pious education is happy and uſefuly 


dp not betray ſuch inſenfibiliry or perverſeneſs,/ as. 


o reſiſt its gentle reſtraints. and defeat its uſeful 
tendency, © It is praiſeworthy to imitate, nay to 


furpaſs, hole who bave gone before us: this ib to 


tranſcribe. their excellenqies into our own lives and 


to make ourſelves. real heirs to their good nam 
| Recolle thoſe valuable progenitors, my friends, 


who marched on in the road to the heavenly Zion 


« race with joy and their happineds is fixed beyond 
« the power of change. ; With one voice they call 


upon you to follow them in their illuſtrious 
** carter of devotion, integrity and beneficence,— 


They call upon you to mount, by the fame 
ſteps which they have dene, to the ſame heigtis 
* of dignity and felicity. They animate, they 
"gb. they beſesch you to join their auguſt 

e * alſembly Th 
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« aſſeſſibly and to become partakers of their Gt. 
< vation*.” 1 * not t urge and animate you 
in vain, | 


In I: e the Gabe Pech amd beneß. 
cence.;” In religion make and ſupport the ſame 
profeſſion of faith in CHRISrH and the ſame atten- 
dance upon Chriſtian inſtitutions. Be the ſame 
advocates for truth and piety. Vour virtues and 
piety will communicate their influence to future 
generations, and in your poſterity will ariſe again 
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Shall l be permitted to add one 8 
more, that thus your miniſters joy and thankſ- 
giving will abqund ? His predeceſſors, on another 
day, will appear before the throne of CuRlIsr, 
accompanied with an happy number of perſons, 
who, under the divine bleſſing on their miniſtra- 
tions and labours, were formed, in younger life, 
to holineſs and virtue. They ſaw the generations, 
to whom they preached, followers of the faith and 
righteouſneſs of thoſe who had gone before them. 
Shall it be the diſtreſſing lot, the peculiar infelicity 
af; n ere N to ou Pac 12 with 
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his aged friends : to bury- them, but not to add 
to the church from their poſterity ſuch as will be 
ornaments to the goſpel and be ſaved in the day 
of the Lon? He hopes, he entreats, he ſolicits 


for better things ſrom you: that you would give 
yourſelves to the Lorp by the bonds of the 


Chriſtian profeſſion, and to this ſociety by the 
ties of Chriſtian worſhip and communion: and 
that you would walk worthy of the Logo, unto 
all well pleaſing. Let him therefore conclude 
this diſcourſe with the pathetic words of the 
Apoſtle ; © if there be any nel and mercies 
«fulfil ye our joy. ” Amen. 
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AND JESUS INCREASED IN WISDOM AND STA. 
TURE, ; ANDIN FAVOUR WITH GOD AND MAN. 


T is the aſs of hiſtory; aa Ha: or 

profane, not only to lead us back into the 
tranſactions of paſt ages: but alſo to hold forth 
ſuch a faithful picture of men and manners; as 
may at once inſtruct, warn and admoniſh us. 
Here we ſee wiſdom and folly realized; the mind 
is alarmed with the miſery and ſhame into which 
this man fell; and it feels' the animating attrac- 
tive force of that man's goodneſs and bliſs, The 
ſprings of the human heart are laid open, and we 
ſee the progreſs and operation of thoſe cauſes 
which exalt vr degrade man. But whatever ad- 
vantage can reſult from the ſtudy of hiſtory; the 
Sacred Hiſtory bids fair to. produce them all: 
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and for its bulk, it furniſhes out a larger variety 
of extraordinary events, ſignal characters, and 
great examples; than are to be met with in any 

ther. The conſideration of its divine authority 
and its connection with the ſcheme of Revelation 
ſet aſide, this ſhould recommend it* to our 
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Amongſt the names preſerved here, that of 
Jz$vs CarisT, ſeparately from his extraordinary 
character and miſſion, is moſt diſtinguiſhed. And 


the point of view, in which our text exhibits him, 


is not the leaſt remarkable and inſtructive-circum- 
ſtance that relates to his life and character. — 


And Ixsus increaſed in wiſdom and -ſtature, 


and in favour with Gop and man.“] This is 
recorded of our divine maſter, to intimate that by 
his early attention to the purſuit of wiſdom, he 
laid the foundation of that noble ſuperſtructure of 


' amiable,. excellent and perfect virtue: which 


afterwards ſo ĩlluſtriouſſy adorned bis life, and bas 
made the memory of his name ſo precious and 


honourable down to the preſent age: and to in- 


timate, that hereby mankind were prejudiced in 
his fayoyr, nd led to form engaging and worthy 
conceptions of his character; and were prepared 
to attend with, great candour and patiencę to him, 


when he opened.the nat ure. of his. offig apd che 
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This nee! eas; o che e e 
Meer tendency to ſtrike the minds of 
childrem and youth with eſteem and delight, and 
to fire their breaſts with emulation. Oh! that 
this day may ſee ſo happy an effect produced by 


it! Iwill now malte ir the ſubject of my preſent 
ſerious and free addreſs to you, my young hearers; 
being ambitious,” under God, of forming your 


minds to the reſemblance: bf Cnnisr ; and;of 


fixing your hearts in the early love of the Deity 


and the putſuit of wiſdom,” Tou will, my dear 


friends, be ſerious and candid. + May that gra- 


cious Being, who ſmiles on every period of life, 


and who has formed our hearts ſuſceptible of 
every moral impreſſion, fix your attention; and 


and write on your minds, in laſting characters, the 
inſtructions i of this day —Whilſt I would en- 


deavour to kindle, in your boſoms, a deſire to 
obtain the favour of Gop and man: and would 
earneſtly recommend the purſuit of wiſdom, as the 
as the only means to ſecure it. And Ixsus in- 
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_ charms ; and to the purſuit of it the beſt advan- 
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Finſt, Let it be obſerved, from the words, tha 
the love and purſuit. of wiſdom 1 18 the moſt likely 


and effectual method to ſecure the divine appro- 
bation! and the eſteem of man. Not mere know- 


ledge, much'lefs ſubtlety and cunning in managing 
{cular affairs, is meant by; wiſdom, in the ſcrip- 
tures. An underſtanding, to diſcern; between 
good and bad ;' an. underſtanding to know. how to 
appear and behave in life with dignity, virtue and 
uſefulneſs is wiſdom in the ſtyle of the ſacred 


books; This is at once the moſt beneficial and 


important ſeience. Its beginning is with the fear 


of Gun, and to depatt from evil is underſtanding, 


righteouſneſs, is wiſdom. Its rules are the beſt 
marims; its happineſs the worthieſt object of our 
aim. This wiſdom is clothed- with the trueſt 


tapes are annened. | Yau! have a juſt, as well as 
a fine and animating deſeription of tham in the 
third chapter of the Book of Proverbs 3 which 
let me recommend to your e 
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„ none can be moe deciſve 
and forcible than that of the young Jzsvs. In 
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e fipened in years, his . 
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ein een 1 of any: 


love of wiſdom, and of his proficiency. in it. 


| When: he was but twelve years. of age, he was 


found ſitting among the Jewiſh doctors, hearing 
them and aſking them queſtions z and all were 
aſtoniſhed at his underſtanding and anſwers: | Such 
2 tender youth diligent to cultivate his reaſoning 


powers, and extend his views by a growing ac- 
quaintance with themaſt important ſubjects, could 


not but be acceptable to the Gop of wiſdom, who 


has made his intelligent creatures wiſer than the 


beaſts of the field: ſo inquiſitive a diſpoſitian 
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young Iasus the favour, of Gon and man; it 
r eee eee 
temper and behaviour: it was; the amiable and 


excellent influence of his knowledge, cheriſhing 


every piaus, kind and humane affection 3 which 
endeared on es W 
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eject br we divine love. lde | 


ou Saviour faid and did, before he entered on 


hes ſtage of public*Hfe, is very brief; "yet, in it: 


brief as it is, we are able to trace out his piery, 


ans and virtue. e.. n wrt 


4 


- His or to his mother in the cenie was an 


indication of the exalted notions he entertained 
of his ſtation; and of an ardent as well as early | 
bent of ſoul to fulfil the will of Go. „ Wiſt 


ou not that I muſt be about my father buſi- 
© neſs ?“ The account” we have of his being 
ſubject io his parents, not only ſhews his filial 


obedience and ſubmiſion; but beautifully iluſ 


trates his humility and the entire ſubjection of 
his own deſires to the will of Gop! As he nei- 
ther took occaſion from his ſuperior wiſdom, nor 

extraordinary deſignation, to ſet himſelf ods 


the parental authority, though his parents were 
perſons of a mean and illiterate ſtation : nor elated 


with the proſpect of the high and ſacred cha- 


racter he was to be inveſted with, did he ruſh 
forward with the' impetuoſity and vanity, natural 
to his early years, into his public miniſtry and 
life; but modeſtly and contentedly waited, till 
the time, appointed by 'Gop, for his appearance 
openly artived. "Theſe things put together, point 
out Wat were the ſignal qualities and the 
e | I attractive 


auraftive Mirtues, which, adorned and ennobled 
the earlieſt years of our maſter's life 3 which won _ 


the, — atk on him the appro- 


bation if! Chong i Nc & geris 


1 your 19d. dwell: on this falt f View 0 
the young Ixsus, or imagine: you. ſee him acting 
under a ſtrong and hyely ſepſe c of the > beauty, excel- 
lency.and reaſonableneſs of religious virtue; 
from the influence of a gomprehenſive acquain- 
tancę with its nature, . obligations and. 1 
diſcharging with regularity, conſtancy apd-chear 
fulneß all its duties. See his mind opening a1 and 
his underſtanding advancing to a ſtate of maturity 
and vigout; almoſt before t the intelligent principle 
begins to, ſhew itſelf in ochers.. See, with what 
veneration and awe towards the Great Go, his 


234 


ſoul was filled; with what love and gratitude bis | 


boſom glowed. See him by the daily exerciſes. 
5 EY, kindling in his boſom eyery pipus 

ection; and. with the feryor of religion, adoripg 
"= andſupplicating | hisheavenly father. Be- 


bold, hich receiving, with, meckneſs and delight, 
the; instructions of his parents ; j active to do their 
will and haſtening to execute the unfiniſhed coin. 5 


mand, whilſt the words were yet in their lips.— 
See him adorned, in his converſation with the 
ww | ſh 1, 1 75-8 native 
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batte harths of putty, ipnoeener and 1 

3 Ard mttk, Humble, couftedus and Rind 
0 All. "$66 theft 1Wvely Virrdes adding am art: 

W « a beauty and grace to his whole deport. | 
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85 not this flirt, this in alia 
of his moral temper rufe Tome agreeable! Wis: 
125 in dür bofoms? Does it not out 
* and awaken our emulation?” F Hope it 

8 pray it may] Let me, my young friends, 
1 "is example to you. Think on the 
Worth and beauty of this character. Think N 
amiable you would appear, were it your 6wnl- 
Think, Whether i it cannot become your own. 
Try to make it ſo. To this purpoſe give a teck 
and honeſt atten tion to the following” kits "me 
admonitions. y | 
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2 would charge, I Gait intreat eh s bay 
1 5 its natural obligations and the eniforce- 
ments it has received from Chriſtianity. Study 
che nature, perfections and works of Go: ſtudy 
dhe principles, truths and precepts of the goſpel: 
ſtudy its evidences and grounds: ſtudy your 6wh 
temper, diſpoſitions and powers : know what "o» 
. | 8 5 

Ne 
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Ae ai meh ir hindife par uber: 
v. ire ro himkel,, Lf ve are by providence fixed 
in the lower ſtatiqns , Oy. mailers. and ſuperiors 
pong claim to our, induſtry, faithfplacſs and 
honeſty : hereby we ſhall not oply maintain our. 
ſelxes 1 but heneft chem, and benefit the public, 
If ve move in higher ranks, our ſervants, depen- 
dents and labourers have a claim 80 gur £quity, 
protection and kindneſs, In every ſituation ſome- 
ching is due from ns to pur family, t our friends 


and to thoſe with hom we are more nearly Copr | 


nected, Something is due to the neighbourhood 
ang civiber pabitical community we are allied to; 
ſomething js due from usa in the world, and. tothe 
Chriſtian church. Every talent and opportunity 
for doing good to either we enjoy, is a truſt re- 
poſed. in us and for, Whip ve are arcgunable 
before the tribunal of the univerſal parent and 
governors Do dat, I beſegeh you then; do not 
mak it the priniple obact of your: iv r 
you may paſs through life with the moſt pale, gle- 
gance. or pleaſure; or how you may get moſt 
inbney g butchow you may!" the maſt good ; 
bow you may paſs through life in your reſpectiva 
ſtationa, moſt virtuouſly and uſefully. Study £0. 
live to Gon; and 49 live to man: let is ha your 
aim; let nothing be zegarded above * "_ 
this, This 36 wWiſdom. OV 2&6; 3-971 nnn re 
cue E 2 | | Azad 
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Wiſdom have its proper place 50 Peng -Reve. 
rende obey and lo Gor. The greateſt are not 
'Hidcpendent” of the” Suprerie Being; and "the 
- youngeſt have ved Ion long enough to taſte the good. 
neſs of che parent and friend of all. Devoutiy 
-worſhip him day byday: Tak nat his name in vai. 
Dare not t pollute your lips Farce re 
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eh Babs will dutiful ſubmiſſion, with alfexklon 
and reſpect to Jour er and ſuperiors. 02 UNE 
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Be da t fel th was, dare not tell als 
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on Reg tw decget) of mind, Geese e 
0 the many "exerciſes pay guy ao 
diſcourſe. 077 N iii, onen 25 A I. ul N 
Deu 23 n nt Wer w ig To 00888; 
Be über: be Au- Be eee Vine lib 
bers, or among riotous eaters of fleſh: Shun, by 
all means ſhun the Path of the ſtrange woman: for 
a whore is a deep ditch, and her ſteps take hold df 
hell. Shun every approach of ſuch evil: avoid 
„ 3 incentive that would dead you to violate the | 
as 82 laws 
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laws of purity. -Abftain' _ all Wag 


when war ar ageinf the foul e 0 i ek ik. 


11 o enn ie n 55 zac % 
Guide all your Affaire ich e and d 
cretion wil re "oo 1 Ef 
PP 1 1 vn} 
And laftly; be -pitifas; de courteous. Let the” 
dumb animals feel your merdies; let all who know: 
you, taſte your benevolente ; let your charity bs: 
as extenſive as the univerſe. Cheriſn the moſt 
tender, friendly, humane ſentiments for all: rejoice 
with them who rejoice; weep with them who 
weep: baniſh, forever baniſh from your hearts all 


the ſeeds of the malignant paſſions, anger, malice, 


envy and revenge. Be merciful, be mee, be of 
a forgiving diſpoſition. Love peace; follow the 
things which make for peace, and as much as 
poſſible, live in peace with all men. In a word, 
above all things put on charity: let it have its ex- 
tenſive, its generous, its warm, its deligbtſul in- 
fluence over all your affections and ug Let 
this be the GulligyvE: Pun W TOE | 
hed theſe 
leſſons of wiſdom. | This is the way to the favour 


of Gop, and the e of I 22 e reminds 
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| Prot ſlice 1 en b. chen this bse Wha? 
early purſuit of wiſdom 3 and to try to awaken, in | 
your boſoms, a deſire to gain the love of many 


e „ ee 


1. This purkait of i — of 
virtue, will ſecure to vis the love and eſteem of 
man. Piety and goodneſs have charms to ſooth 
the ſavage breaſt : they ſtrike, they delight them 
who in their own practice are abandoned to ini- 
quity, and command their approbation. They 
addreſs all the feelings of human nature. Con» 
ande the nag; ord Roe | 
dirs; ab-plcwd it cauſe with every man. 45 


bor when Ney ind dot direft the dg 5 
and conduct of youth; they ſhine with peculiar 
luſtre and wear peculiar graces. They are agree · 
able to the natural modeſty, tenderneſs, curioſity, 
and flexibility of childhood and youth. They 
add a dignity, ſedateneſs and wiſdorn to an age 
moſt expoſed to giddineſs, folly and amuſement. 
They prevent any bad principles and affections 
from taking root: or if any ſhould have gained 
admiſſion, hereby they are eaſily checked and ſoon 
cutoff, And they afford ſuch delightful proſpecta, 
I > hos EO 
vp 
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up to uſefulneſs and honour i in life ; early piety at and 


goodneſs are ba ha with ſuch advant: 2 char 0 
the ſubjects of of their power become a amiable in the | 
eyes of all. Ler this then induce you, my friends, 
ae love and page PAM n 


"Fm one 97 can ngt | be indifferent: to the 


love of others, The heart with, yourhful vigoyr 
warm, pants for glory, honour and | praile. Am- 


bitiag and a thirſt far We and victory Is 
ane of the firſt paſſions which 


_ their toys and plays! With what joy does the 


heart beat; what pleaſyre Its i in the countenance 


af che pouth, who is come. off victar in a taſk; 
or who, by a particylar action, bas ſecured 5 
plane his parent or tutor! As we. advanc 


in life, nobler views preſent themſelves ; _ 


worthy and excellent methods of ſuperiority fire 
ur youthful emulation. Let ps thirſt for the 


glory ariſing from a progreſs in virtue, and con- 


tinual improvement in wiſdom and holineſs. Let 
me inſpire you wich an ambition for that eſteem, 


to which, virtue gives the ſureſt, SAP" title; 2 
title, its enemies cannot Ae TR 


„„ SF 


of en and . in * lite, a8 the 
55 er 


* Mx uw. « I» 


iſcovers uſelf.— 
How do children contend for the triumph with 


"And what can l you lo tg 4 1 8 


| 
4 

i 
43 
3 
- i 
= 
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approbation and love of your fellow creatures. — 


N You are entering.on a ſtage of action, in Which | 


you will meet many difficultics to be encountered; 
many obſtacles to be ſurmounted : in which there 
is great danger of making a falſe ſtep; and to go 
through which with credit, uſefulneſs and inno- 
cence, you ſtand in need of the advice of thoſe 
who have gone before you. Secure the favour 
of men by the practice of religious virtue, you 
will gain them for your friends. You may in- 
dulge the expectation of their advice, council and 
aſſiſtance: they will feel a generous pleaſure in 
doing every kind office for you : they will wiſh 


to ſee you do well in the world, and they will 


contribute their utmoſt to it. Your intereſt then 
calls on you to purſue religious wiſdom, and 
obey its diftates : and permit me to recommend 
and urge it from a ſtrong defire of ſeeing you 
happy. I pray Gop your heart may be fixed 
for religion and virtue! But there is a nobler 
motive behind. F or, e 


2. This is the way to the favour of Gov. llt 
is certain, there is a Gop ; a Being of all holineſs, 
purity and perfection. It is no leſs certain, that 
he approves holineſs, and delights in the righteous. 
Muſt not excellency, beauty and perfection be 
— to the ſource of all? Cana Being, 

who 


8E Mom 6 


who is inflately 800d, be indie beach 
wherever he diſcerns it? '' Goodneſs, the möft 
amiable ahd excellent ting in the world muſt 
attract his love: and, When it is exhibited with 
peculiar luſtre; when the cireumſtances, attending 
the practice of it, reflecx additional worth and 
beauty on it, his eſteem for it will grow higher. 

This recommends to 2 4 divine bas ans the Se 

on of the young,] by CA 4 0 


* * 2 
X85 


The cottidids of Gop's word, OI 
our Creator in the days of our youth, and to 
fee youthful luſts, are a teſtimony from him- 
ſelf of his peculiar eſteem for pious youth. The 
encomiums beſtowed on them-in the ſcriptures, 
are encouraging monuments of the ſame truth. 
What ſignal favours, what extraordinary honours 
attended Jzsvs CRI: when his early ripenett 
into the exalted wiſdom and benevolent" actions 
of his manly years and public life! When So- 
lomon at his firſt entrance on the ſcene of empire 
and government and warm with youthful vigour, 
made wiſdom his choice and prayer: God not 
only gave him wiſdom in a ſuperior meafure; but 
ſuper-added the grant of wealth and honour to 
an eminent degree, with the promiſe of long life 
on the condition of his obedience “ TI ſhews 

| |  #$Sce 1 Kin; ;, che ili. nor ritt 


8 SH AON M. 

a . judgment of the great Gi wo c 
e a more worthy-apd amiahle choice. than 
TE wiſdom. Lau here ſee, with Nhat, high 
eſteem and applauſe from Gop, his prayer was 
arignded-y end how. generous.and Ns: the 
erer pee ed p 31737 ib 225 | 
| 21 bot 5 a r 

engage you to early piety and gogdnęſs f, What 
conſideration can be more important? The ap- 
probation of Gop is the higheſt pitch and utmoſt 
perfection of all glory. The worth of glory and 
honour mult riſe in proportion ta the wiſdom and 


dignity of the perſon by whom it is conferred. 


Among ourlelves, is not the goad opinion of the 
worthieſt and wiſeſt maſt coveted ? What glory 
and dignity and honour muſt then reſult from the 
approbatjon of the Supreme Being, the all · perfect 
and unerring Judge! It muſt as much exceed 
chat of man, as divine perfections exceed human 


_ Gloriqus in itſelf: it is equally beneficial in its 
conſequences. When Gap is your friend, and 
heaven ſmiles upon you: in that yqu will enjoy 
All the ſprings of 6omiart, all the ſources of ſafety 
and bliſs. This will ſecure you the protection of 
| * e. the guidance of his wiſdom, and the 

78117 ſupplies 


SER M-O:N III. 49 
ſupplies of his goodnels, - Whstever js for aur 
true benefit, in ſuch a caſe, we ſhall obtain: and 
it is no leſs a conſoling and gladdening thought, 
whatever would really hurt us, thaugh we, through. 
our ignorance, mighit be apt to deſire it, ſhall he 

withheld from us. What need we fear, when 
 Gop is for us? How can the proſpect of the 
future ſcenes of life diſmay vs, When we know 
that the Almighty is with us? Can we not with 
chearfulneſs, calmnefs and jay, loo forward to 
and anticipate the various viciſſitudes of this ſtage 
of action, we are entering upon ; under the en. 
viction that the Supteme Being is an our side, 


and has a high regard for us? Oh! my friends, 
e 8 can afford the 9 that this ud 


Put dis in 3 all the gajeties, 
follies and pleaſures of youth; they will not only 
vaniſh in the view ; but the thought of giving a 
looſe to them will be rejected with abhorrence.— 
And if we carry our thoughts forward to the laſt 
awful period of things, what tongue cap deſcribe; 
what imagination can conceive the inexpreſſible, 
the tranſcendently glorious © honours,” that will 
crown the head of the pious youth ; and ef | the 
ſaint, whoſe virtuous, holy life has begun andkepe 
* With what joy and 

exul- 


68 S. E RMO N III. 


exultation, with what ecſtacy and ſatis faction ill 

the breaſt overflow; When our plaudit ſhall be 
pronounced by the voice of Gop!: and when the 
hoſt of heaven ſhall catch the ſound, and the 
encomium ſhall be reſounded through the Whole 
aſſembled world! Can the ambition of either 
men or angels, riſe higher than this? Let not 
our ambition taxe up with any thing ſfrort of 
this. I truſt your ſouls are too noble and generous 
to reſt” contented without the applauſe of G 
Let me propoſe this honour to your choice: and 
refuſe it if you can, with the approbation of your 
reaſon. To Tu ow 2% ont 1 leave the 
matter gd 8 A. AB 


10 Sa to a cloſe. The ed; to Wes and 
- Happineſs has been pointed out to you. You have 
heard, how important it is to purſue religious 
wiſdom. Do not heſitate in the affair. What 
reaſon is there for delay and doubt? Keep your 
eyes on that perfect model of the diſpoſitions, 
views and recompence of wiſdom, e weg —_— 
our once en but now exalted friend. 


He hows into our able „ 
ams goſpel contains the beſt rules of 
wiſdom, and the beſt motives to engage our 
choice of it. And in his life, all the principles 
Ars of 


SE N MON II. 
of a devorit, virtuous and ufefül conduct; were 
exemplified to the greateſt perfection arid Beduty. 
It was cle enconnum of his earlieſt years; chat he 
increuſed in wiſdom and Rature; and in favour 
with GeDA¹d man!“ Felle <his' Pattern ef Wil 
dom: ans deserve W e Nele 


What will fuer oh Peaerke p Win 


youthful luſts, will the lawleſs dominion of youth- 
ful paſſions? No! far fromit | they will certainly 
bring on you diſeaſe and miſery, ſhame and death 


Will wicked aſſociates and looſe company, (I can 
not mention them without earneſtly exhorting you | 


to ſhun them) will he lead you to higher honour 


and greater glory? It cannot be! Dread, remorſe 


and ruin will be their portion and nt for 
ever» Will you; can you be eaſy, as long as you 
defer to begin a courſe which will be crowned 
wich the eſteem and love of man; and et 
nitely gener, with the favour of Gop Ph) 


Believe me, I moſt earneſtly and 8 wiſh | 


your happineſs. Could I, dare I direct youto any 
thing elſe beſides piety, goodneſs and wiſdom : I 
would willingly do it. But I am certain theſe di- 
vine endowments are the only method of riſing to 
reputation and comfort here, and to eternal happi- 
neſs hereafter. * not be fo blind to y0ur own 


intereſt, 
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Let ne de ſo happy, as: 30 oe this endeavour © 
enliſt; you in the beſt purſuit, and to fir you with 
the nohleſt views, ſucceſiful. 1 praycGop!, he 
may make you ſo wiſe and ber. f Amen. [42 
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AND m unf, Or THEM: SAID. T HIS 
8385 FATHER GIVE ME THE HE LORTION | 


e eros: 0 


T MA DAYS AFTER, e Nr | 
 SON-GATHERED / GETHER, AND T 

-, HIS £5 JOURNEY N COUNTRY, A 

bfits SUBSTANGE WIPHRIOT- 

OUS LIVING. ANDWHEN HE HAD SPENTALL, 

THERE AROSE A MIGHTY ROE IN THAT 


LAND; AND HE BE AN- TO. RS dap 
- AND HE WET AB ee 


'TO A 


- -HIM INTO HISFEELDS TOFEED' SWINE; - 
. HE-WQULD FAIN HAVE FILLED' HIS BELL 
_wWrefitaftosts THAT IHE maven. 
 ANDNOMAN GAVE UN FO HIM: ws 1 


HE-.CAME; A HR, SAID, HOW MANY 


HIRED SERVANTS AT HHN S HAVE 
Dr 3 ANDIIPR- 
- 8 GER! LI WIKU\ARISB. AND GO 


. TO AN L SAY UNTOHI 
FA I HAVE  INNED ACATNSY HEA 


_ FATHER IH 

AND BEFORE E, AND NM NO WORE Wo- 
12 TO BE CALLED TON MAKE MEAS 
ONE OF THY HIRED SERVANTS. -—+# 


* anvonguerable! meckneſs and! fitady 
"0 emp vf anind, are moſt amiable-ahd 
Ges acted of bar Swour's icharadber' and 
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40 oppoſite 10 his On, would ſtton 


18 


„ SERMON W. 
. exemplified-almoſt in every ocurrence as his 8 


life, the evangelical ciillorians teccid. 2 Though 
Jabours. and. ſchemes of his philanthropy 
1 905 the dc ee malice: and. fl. -will 


could invent: though be: is a conſtant witneſs to 


the. inhumanity, cenſoriouſneſs and ſuperſtition of 
Hat, and e «ictibeing 


e 


of Kis ſenſibility and Soodneſts though he is 
< aly y treated Mich fcorh,” Violener #nd-reviling : 


yet 1 feilt che ſames "abrays- re e 


„Beiſevolent. 5 TY: & . NIV £30: 
FAI TAMAR H el 4412 ty 


TAE NN V1 


AK The parable: Am which 1 my text is 4 4 a is one 


inſtance among many of the invincible gentleneſs 


of bis temper, The ſeribes and phariſces) er- 
preſſed great reſehtment at his. coniyeiſing_ with 
Publica ans and ſinners; though de did it with a 
gebe tous View to their reformation and improve- ä 
ment. To convince. and footh them he compoſes 
"tbe PAR ABLE of-the Pronrcat; which was excel - 
ntly adapted, by its whole contexture and by a 
ED tender irokes, to yindicate his own con- 
dutt and rr beams] | T8 OT YHT 


CLNMAYVAS Al 95 þ 10 47 70 


By tlie Prodigal our NS ie the rpiſcr- 


able ſtate, and ſincere repentance of thepubſicans 
| and ſinners :{-the:; behaviour, of che forgiving, 


"> 24d com- 
4 
*% 
- 
; 
* 


” * 
« * 8 1 hh way 
8 V2 67 Fra owt 11 1 * 5 V. . . 
R V. 63 
7 


compalſionite and kind” Either, 5, a Padre be : 
ſympathy, and generous, a affectionate 1 
of his own miniſtry : under the image of the elder 

ſon, he deſctibes the cenforious, ſevere and unre” 

lenting ſpirit'sf the ſcribes and phariſees. Thus, 

with admirable prudence and addreſs, he inſenſibly _ 
leads them to approve his conduct. For the ſtory = 
would almoſt force them, by the propriety of the "= = 
characters, and its ſtriking reſemblance to preſent 
circumſtances, to diſcern | its 1 8 and to ane. 


e N * 
» 3 * 

5 
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while Bay felt their co borer xe moved with the 
diſtreſſes and grief of the penitent prodigal; their 
diſguſt exited by the ill-nature of the elder ſon; 
and their minds pleaſed and charmed with the 
kindneſs of the F 0 
With this, the original 150 great, each of the 
parable many other leſſons of piety and virtue are 
connected: and ſeveral uſeful pictures of human 
life and manners are exhibited. Amongſtthereſt, 
there is a lively, ftriking one of the follies and 
vices of - youth. It holds forth in an affecting 
manner, the conſequences of youthful debauche- 
ries; and repreſents the diſtreſs and anguiſh, which 2 
will attend our recovery to peace and happineſs, 1 
after an indulgence to folly and vice. ed ora 3 
F A con- 
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= 5 bn ſtance in rigtous living,” 
2 maſter. af his fortune, and free from the control of 


» 


A Esuen * 8 
5 Is for che Virdue and welfare of youth 
* engageh nom to cancer rhis part of the parable, 


la. the prodigal,; Ges . behold. bg: young wan 
ich of underſtanding. Oh! that I ceuld pains 
his condug in thoſe iure; that L could deferiba 


it in chat languages a3 wauld pierce and -parſuade 


exery youthful heart! Rut would my young 
ſtien dz gixe dhe ſudzeet Heir ſerious and deliberate 
attention; it would. make ſufficient. amends for 
my defects; and, by. the blefing of Gov, would 
render them wiſe, good and happy. Attend chen 
to the; ſubject! And may Gon ſneceed my en; 
deavours ann WY. WIFRIOn., Amen LE | 
WA ens. | 


 Eirſ.. With obſerving and tracing out the 
common cauſe and ſource of yourhfu) folly, vice and 
debaucheries. We may learn it from the character 


and.conduft of the prodigal. A certain father 


had tyo ſons: and the younger ſaid unto, him, 


© Father, give me the portion of goods that fal- 


eth to me. And he divided unto them his 
lying. And not many days after, the younger 


* ſon gathered all together, and took his journey 
into a far country, and. chere waſted his ſub- 
To be independent. 


TO aut was che ozject. af nn 


NON. 87 


He thought it a reaſonable requeſt Won in 
Lite af dg part of the paternal inheri tanae 


which fell 8 dt nnen 
R e n- 

Nin bn Ht; 44 14409 PD a 4348: KY 
Erba he had 
reſentment, at the exerciſe of parental power, is 
Played by the good old man through every cif- 
engaginglight, in his artentibn ta this giddy youth's 
ſuitz- in the encouragement and reception afforded 
2 _— 5 n * 


* . * 
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Did this young man intend to increaſe and ime 
prove his fortufte by merchandite and trade: why 
then does he not lay his plan before his parem, 
and ſubmit it to his wiſdom? Why is he ſo eager 
and precipitate ? Or if not ſkilful in improving, 
is he diſereet ad prudent 1 in erpending od for- 


_ of Hotous living : his prudenee was diſplayed in 
the methods of waſting and confining hib fob- 
2 ſoobes of ene * Harn 


„an 7 12 9 I HG 


"Ho ens din bn goining che polls of his for 


63061 hi point obtained; his heut baſineſs was. 


10 UP cauſe for diſguſt 4nd. 
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. Inn e | 
with all ſpeed to fly from his facher notice, 


| ſeu eee where no admonitions 


of aged wiſdom, no injunctions of | parental 
authority could reach his ear: and where his 
father's eye could not ſhame and check his 


criminal purſuits. Tired with filial ſubmiſſion, 
charmed with the gay and delightful ſcenes of 


pleaſure and joy his imaginaton painted before 
him, not ſuſpecting that his ſchemes could deceive 
him, or that his wealth could be exhauſted,” he 
wants to commence his own maſter; and to be 
.exempted fromevery thing, which would interfere 
with the defires of his heart. This was the folly 
and the firſt ſtep towards the ruin of this thought- 
leſs young m_ 


This the fally-and the fiſt ip w thou ruin 
of many, many a youth, like him abandoned to 


the gay, pleaſing and intoxicating ideas of a 


giddy brain. To thoſe, who are bewitched with 
this folly ; who are impatient to be at their own 
diſpoſal, and ſpurn at the inſtructions and com- 
mands of a parent, I would addreſs myſelf: 
You! aſpire firs!- to be independent and free, 


| maſters of your fortune and time. You think 


your age exempts you from the control of autho- 


rity, and the ſevere councils of taſteleſs old age: 
and uren judge it proper, that you ſhould be 


allowed 


| 6 
allowed an purſue your own inclinations weg. 
any remonſtranee ami reſtraint: :?:: 


8, NM diN T 


o ;ahbRom: oz inf 5 Rent ig erat 

But hy ſo warm, ſo eager in #/complianeewirh- 
your imaginations and thoughss'?” Why ſhould 
you Thun; and wirh diſdain rejvct, the ſolicitations 
and advioe of a kind and good friend ? Say; are 
you certain that che puch you would take; i8 
right and ſaſe? May: not they, who Have tra- 
velled the road of life, for a eourſe of years ; who 
are acquainted with the various intricate turnings, 
bye ways and dangerous paths, be more capable 
judges than bu? May not they, who have ſeen 
the deception. miſtakes. and ruin of numbers chat 
began life with them; who have learnt judgment 
from experience, long and approved experience, 
may not they be better qualified to conduct you 
to the plain, the right and ſafe path? Is not 
ſome deſerence due e eee | 
Rractice? 925 


„Hess bene A judgment: of 'the 
propriety. and reaſonableneſs of your own ſchemes 


and purſuits; young and unttied, as you are in 
the ways of the world, without the council and 


2 s ren I | 


W ee A ee ee 
ſufficient pleas for an atf¹̊ tlic nem⏑m1.⁵ 
ſtrances and direction? Who are moſt likely to 
be deceived, you. er your parents abd friends? 

Faw, who. are young and:inexpericaced :; or they; 
who axe advanoed in life and knowledge d . 
whole views are conkned, aud vhaſe underſtandæ- I 
ing is only opening : ar they, whoſe acquaintance: 
with the world is large, and whoſe! judgment; 
through. the ſucceeding periods of life, has been 
arriving to greater perfection ? , Who ar 
determined by the warmth and vigour of your 
paſſions and imaginations: or they, who view thing 
with the calmneſs of age, with the. no of 
experience, and the cbolneſs of wiſdom? Can you 
therefore be at a loſs to determine which is moſt 
prudent and ſafe, a reſpect for, and, in maſt caſea, 

5 a ſubmiſſion to parental authority, goodneſs and 

18 and wiſdom: or 1 the ee 

. inclinations and en e 


"Again, I may . — 
your hearts to diſcern, which is moſt decent and 
amiable. For one moment forget your on 
behold a young man modeſt, ſober and diſcreet, 
ſenſible of his youth, ſenſible of his inexperience, 
wal Cillident ef his underſtanding, afraid of being 
it A 5 OM 
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milled, i: er d den cGthes's/ "BU 
heafkening w, And welghihy; the 2d mibhitcns f 
parental Wifdorn kid Shane. (oF B54, Nr An BY: 
ſtintte ySuth, warttzell wick tht vifods IT your, 
Auſhed with the thiphtiaty felted of à Hfe de vetedd, 
without reſtraint, to the purſuit of pleaſure; hence 
he rectives the in URGfs of fler w r fal- 
len cbuftefrtete and ird teeentment: he" ban 
frarceſy Err from ki (Hite df bontettißt, and 
congratlllates hftmelf u nett, he fte, he has eſt 
from ti outils of the parent Ad Frihid:- 
fidler the conduct of chefe Yolths' Tb, wie 
you will Prutte and Ebmtberck; which; you will 
tay, is Holt amlable and ane * Ohly beit 
young then, Heu Ethehiit.” N 8 * ug 
2 816 O3LW.1 It: ere afl 13 
a Geer, let me ted you Hain eo the hac 
teceſſes of Jodr dwn heatt'? fearch your Bold); 
took within. Why de you dike, why de 58d 
wih to 206id"thb corbirfiaha the Mali r 8 
Ahital wif" Hd gone f. 18 ft chi, thi 
reaſon 3 fe) he fot ie bveken dhe tral half? 
Let your conſcience ſpeak: you Kb, Fett Wh 
ſenſible, that your ſchemes, _ and courſes 
cannot Rant berdre 49 | | 
ſePeitty of A Phbotits eye 2780 K 0 if Way of 
nge yu art engage , Of oO , if WASHE | 
abfoftitely” tog; Namegüf and "CALGINE ? 
ate 255 4 therefore 
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therefore you chooſe not to be checked in our | 
4 on or diſturbed in your purſuits ? „This 
| aggravates your. folly, and will haſten, Four ruin. 
The Nee! Was thus fooliſh.: Sa ue. Aae 
Proceed ve ta obſerve,...., - EO 
n + ner l ovine.) 
ee F rom this ſtory, the nature folly a va 
conſequences of youthful debaucheries and a ſin- 
ful courſe. "While he was engaged in the gay 
purſuit, and knew no. care, but to fill up the hours 
with delight and joy; whilſt the continued ſuc- 
of new ſcenes of riot and debauchery left 
no. time to reflect, and leſs inclination. to examine 
the ſtate of his affairs, a. different ſcene overtakes 
him. Having withdrawn from his father, and 
gratified himſelf without reſtraint, he ſoon falls 
into ſhame, diſtreſs and poyerty, His wealth is 
ſpent i in riotous, lying. . A famine in the land 
e, his private diſtreſſes. He is reduced 
to pinching want and ſlavery. The companions 
ally expences and pleaſures. forſake him. He 
himſelf to feed ſwine : IP Som the 
they. cat. 1 Rae i or 


. 


Da ue Wen 


| [This ditrefling fmation of 
Mer nar rangi arms Ber yl 
ſequences of a. heart. governed by the ſame prin- 
need. il 


* N 4 is” 
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And this is the n 
in the text is ſuited eee the wen 
every e nnd. „m. bins iht 
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Mark, ay friends, the i and woe, Shih 


attends. the perſon loſt, ro modeſt diffidence, r. 2 


to filial affection and reverence. He ſhakes off 
the ſubmiſſion ſes Kr. ; | He flea from. 


fog! to know, Web kind ſeek: man ſaw him, Sal 
ſhake his wicked purpoſes, and fill his inmoſt ſoul 
with horror and ſhame. He becomes the Alave 
of his paſſion, and yields zo every command. of 
appetite. He purſues whatever is gay, expenſive, ; 
noiſy and riotous. To ſend round the intoxicating 
bow], to ſtudy the art of intemperance and riot, 
to equal and ſurpaſs others in. extravagance and 
debauchery, in the acts of gallantry and lewdneſs 3 
to riot with drunkards, Takes and harlots ; to de- 
ſtroy modeſt innocence, to play high, ta make 
life all diffipation, noiſe and vice, to laugh at 
religion and virtue, to treat futurity. as a fable. 
This is the employment and ambition of the 
prodigal. Theſe ſcenes are acted over, purſued 8 
and repeated, without thought. and. care; till the 
| health is impaired, his ſubſtance waſted, and no 
reſources are left for pleaſure, or even for bread, | 
ee zd mean Be bom | 

labour, 
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| And, toy dear hearets; vil yo 
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he cannot wort: forſaken "by the com · 
Pamens ef his debavicheries, ne pombilty of 
redreſs and aſſiſtance is to be expected fro thein : 
having ungrate fully forſaken his parent and his 
friends, he is aſhamed' to ſeck chat ſuecoùr from 
chez Which by the baſeſt conduct he had for- 
feited.” He is plunged into adverſity, 2 fivanger 


to the habits of prudence and application; 2 


ſtranger to the vigour'ar®rtanly reſ6}ution-6f an 
innocent mind; a" ſtranger to inward" Peace and 
ſetenity 7 "ſinking under the tontempt of his 


former friends, and the 1614 of the eſteem and 


regard of the ſober and worthy; finking under 
the anguifh and rernorſe of his om mind; And 
under the proſpect of that dark, duk dene, bi 


former life, his preſene obne wg Pinot 


e E * u ar eur 

ATanbw-el Bie 4y #32172} ties 2 10 25 2 A ie 
Who can bear the” forefigit 5 cu veefiy, 
brought" on" by 4 bety erfitiinal betr566t, and 
heightened® by à concurrence - of piæremg and 


 overwhelmitiy incidents? Yer this ic ehe end! of 


the ſons of ' debauchery, Ettravigance ard riot. 
Gracions Gon! into What fffery bn duc 
creatiifes Tatry theinfſelves, brenkeng 
is ties of reaſ6n;, Confchhce. city 2 . 
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. will you take any 
MRI Suh yer aides. and woe! '-" 
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N dee impaient or th inſpection ad 


authority” ef 4 parent s eye; if you Rifle" che 
remonſtrances of reaſon,” gratitude and intereſt; 
if without reflexion'you are engaged only in the 
gay, expenſive ſehemes of pleaſure, diverſion and 


nor this miſery; this adverſity Will in e 
meaſute; 4n-proportion 46 your folly and guilt; be 
yours.” Oh 1 "how the thought pierees ebet7 


heart, that wiſhes you well! What 4 deep groatt 
does it now force from the parental beſom ? 


With pity, with concern will every countenance 


behold yoο At the diſtant proſpect ofrett of this 
woe, I am ſenſibly affected and grieved for you. 
Your patents, your friends, every good man, the 
indulgent Gp of heaven, pity, and feel for you. 


O! us Hauſe, think to what ünful courſes 
y, ſeriouſly and folemnly to yourſtlves, 


tend! 
if ion my ſoul; indulgeſt to the follies and vices 
of that prodigal, bis fateß diſtreſſag and cala- 
mitous a6 it was, wilh be thy deom. I ſhudder 
at the view Ol good heaven keep me from I 
dee 54 
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wicked courſe, and, the godd..reſolutions'1: may 
for the, preſent inſpire, the fond hope of a recovery 
by ſincere repentance, and timely -reformation 
max ſteal; into the boſom; and guided by the 
warmth. of your imaginations and ſtrength of 
* paGions will overcome your. reſolutions, and 

duce you. into the forbidden, dangerous path. 
You will only indulge to the gaiety and pleaſures 
for which; youth call: and, you will devote the 
calmer and more ſedate hears of life ca recpyer your 
virtue, dignity and pcace. To detect the fallacy, 
and ſhom the. evil, of ſuch deluſiye expectations, 


85 vill he pur buſineſs, under che 0 vien 1. 
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2 Third. obſervatjon . The bange bes-, 
and the bitterneſs f that repentance 3 which 
dane een reſcue. us from the effects f youthful 
We When he had ſpent all, there aroſe a 

« mighty famine in that land; and he began to 
be in Want. And he went and joined himſelf 
to a citizen of chat country.z. and he ſent him 

L into this fields to feed ſwine. And he would 
4 fein have filled, his; belly with the: huſks. that 

che ſyine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 
| « And when. he came to himſelf, he-ſaid,| How 
many hired ſervants of my father's have bread 
Ip to ſpare; and periſh, with hunger! 
Evil Lariſe and gs to my facher, and will ſay 


azlafr 8 L unto 


4 
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« unto him, Father, T have finned againſt heaven 

60 and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 

« called thy ſon: mike me as one of thy hired 

"RE: 5 . 
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which the prodigal is brought to {incere and i inge- 
nuous repentance. When he found his fortune 
diſſipated, and the bitter effects of 'viceovertaking 


him, does he think of returning to his father's 
houſe, with humble acknowledgments « of his 


guilt, throwing himſelf on parental Sa ?. | Nol 
he v not I humbled. 7 


7 Mn 4 * 


He had quitted his father's houſe with | Gary 
and parade: and could not bear the thought of 
returning in the condition of a beggar, deſtitute 
of food and raiment. He rather choſe to ſubmit 
to the meaneſt employment, and to feel the ex- 
tremity of want and ſhame before he took a 
meaſure ſo mortifying to the ſecret pride and 
haughtineſs of his mind. He offered his ſervice to 
a perſon who ſent him to feed his ſwine: the huſks, 
on which they fed, appeared to him a delicious 
repaſt, he was reduced to ſuch indigence, and no 
man gave him a morſel of any kind. Hunger, 
ſlavery and ſhame at laſt awaken him out of his 
2 theſe eircumftances ſubdue the haughtineſs 

of 


ö ; | 3! | as / 
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<< poi When all hope, and 
t what aroſe from his een 

hen, e, leere, dd. he: Re BY 


Hazard not therefore: your happineſs by "= 
ing ona future ſeaſon of remorſe and repentance, 
whichi ao probability only ſome peculiarc circum- 
ſtances will excite. Our, Lozp by. Introducing 


into this parable the circumſtance of a famine; 


| which fell our 3 time the prodigal was reduced 
to want, and; rendered his caſe almoſt helpleſs, leads 
us to aſcrib⸗ his repentance more to the effect of 
this fainihe on his condition, than to the firſt 
awakenings of conſcience, or to the common con- 
ſequences « of folly. Wich ſo great difficulty is the 
mind, hardened by vicious in 2:2 5 brought 
to ſerious thoughts, and aff into penitent 

relentings !. "By repeated ſcenes of folly, the mind 
| s averſe to ſober thought : its power 
over its actions and affections is enervated: the 
vretchedneſs and want, that enſue, cheriſh pride 
and reſervedneſs: and. ſhame 1 an inge 
_— acknowledgment. 


e s fy, hom 3 
the Hope of repenting ; it is moſt likely, che hops 
222 e eee 


will be yaur reflexiqns, when you find your for- | 
tune diffigated, and ſquandered away on rakes and 
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| the grace of 05. 1 invention which 


had blinded yqur underſtanding, ſhould be diff 
pated your pride ſhould be humbled:; and yet 
ſhould rellect and acknowledge yaurſins and follies 
with all the ſentiments e e | 
pe confider 


2. Here clcumbargea ill unite to 4 
repentance mare. keen, and to fill che ſoul wich | 
bitter ſarrow. The general circumſtances, which 
excited this diſtreſa and angwb 1 in his mind, were 
not peculiar to the prodigal in the text : but are 
the natural, genuine and common attendants on 
eee To lay them before you. 
4 
You canndt imagine, | how keen. and piercing, | 


* —_ 
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proſticutey, the peltsaf ſaciery, andthe diſgrace of = 
human nature. How will ycu bear to a back | 


on the days: af innocence, when you were happy - 


in the eadearments, af a father ahauſe, in the eſteem. 


of che god, and in the. praſpec of many days. f 
eaſe, health, and joy,? Tou will then tecollect the 

kind. and tencler ingreatics,, the affeftianate, and 
. dete ee e 
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will ag! to reflexidh.” You Will then think, how un- 
gratefully: you have overwhelmed and funk down, 
With grief, thoſe Who defired to live only tos ſee 
you good and happy. You will then begin to pity 
the kind and venerable parents, Whoſe days you 
have einbittered, whoſe life you have ſhortened, — 
Methinks. 1 hear you cry out in the bitterneſs of 
Four Poul; How baſe, how cruel has been my 
onduek! Ol my parents! my father, my mother, 
inſt, them have T ſinned] againſt all their care, 
wiſdom and bye! Oh ! "By pron n 
Once more, you wilt recollect * you have 
finned againſt God, the holy, gracious and glorious 
Majeſty of Heaven; againſt the guardian of your 
infancy and childhood; againſt the Gop, whom 
you was early taught to revere and ſetve: whoſe 
eyes ſaw you in all the haunts of vice; whoſe 
| Patience bore with your debaucheries and profane- 


neſs. © You will remember that you have offended 


_ againſt this Gop, the greateſt and beſt of beings. - 
" Theſe" bitter reflexions will croud in upon you 
Theſe thoughts will ruſh in like a hoſt of enraged 
enemies ! Heaven grant your fins may never 
drive you = the neceflity of finding your ſafety in 
theſe bitter and torturing reflexions! In faithful- | 
den ind affect do you, I mvſt warn you; if like 
| the prodigat you "give the eins to unſuſpicious 


conceit, 
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onen ee pre and daten e oh 
1nd tes ve, ike bin, fel the angvit of 


raue vou muſt be for ever undone. 
l Mony ect 55 TIBRNS 11 HE 11 
We ER endeavoured to give you a juſt and 
| alfecking view of the folly and miſery of youthful, 
vices; as both art exemplified in the character of 
the prodigal. And the ſubject inforces on youtheſe 
dictates of wiſdom and DOE 5 4:6 coin 
N tat oo MR ret Hf, 
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"Bur 1 friends; l dem 1 43 our 
boſoms glo with generous, noble views. A ſober 
frugal and induſtrious] temper is a worthy quality 
in youth. But beware; from theſe deſerving at · 
tainments, there ariſes a danger of failing in the 
more graceful, ornamental and amiable virtues. 
There ĩs another character in the parable before 
us, beſides that of the prodigal: which holds forth 
OI of 2 RSG „that may ſtain a ſober 
* Nn 44/3 "0 nt yeotttove 

NIE 857” 15502 

The aide: 9 0 8 remperars ng regu: 
„ his manners and intent on improving the | 
paternaleſtate, ſeems to have been a. ſtrapger to:the | 


principles r „His Was a r 
Wu 2 
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A He Was not 

inddeed led aſttay by the love of paiety, luxury 
and riot: but vice in him aſſumed another form: 
he was devoid of the generous, humane and deli- 
cate feelings. Self engaged his whole attention 
and care. Hence he was auſtere and rigid, avari- 
cious and ſour. For he could think of the diſ- 


rreſſes andpriefsofabrother, of a penitent brother, 


without the emotions of benevolence, pity or na- 
rural affection. He could behold unmoved, he 


| could hear without relenting his good old father, 


with wiſdom and meekneſs on his tongue, with 
eondeſcenſion and kindneſs in his looks. Not- 
withſtanding his high pretenſions and confident 
boaſts of virtue, the odious afſections of pride, envy 
a ne en the dune * * character. 
My der . „ | 
youth: avoid his inſenſibiliry, his want of tender- 
. neſs. Be ſober: be frugal: but withal be 
tender, humane and generous. Let your hearts 
overflow in a perpetual ſtream of good will: and 
melt into compaſſion and ſympathy. Relieve 
the diſtreſſed.: ſooth the afflicted: encourage 
© virtue? animate the reformation of the penitent: 
de the friends of mankind. Be frugal; that you 
: may be furniſhed with the m liberality, 
| | Be 
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Be fuer car your mints tex Real GARE, 
to ſeal moneexquifirety the pur jo of indiffert- | 
e e erg si year br 
Wien e 5: A bel end uon! 
W ye, who 4 Nawas 0 anſplay⸗ the 
. taſte the delights; anch ithbibe the 
ſentiments of benevolence : ye, ahb are called t 
follow a good Gov, and a good Saviour : live 
not for yourſelves, but for mankind. There 
are two characters; though oppoſite, both vicious, 
both to be carefully ſhunned ; both odious ; that 
of the extravagant debauchee, and that of the 
| ſober, bus ſelfiſn and unfeeling youth. The for- 
mer moves our pity : the latter begets our ab- 
horrence and contempt. One is an enemy to 
himſelf : the other is an enemy to the principles 


of benevolence, and to the Intereſt, of human 
h e | 


7 the whole my young . 8 Whatſoever 
things are true; whatſoever things are honeſt ; 
« whatſoever things are of good report: whatſo- 
« ever things are pure; think on theſe things: 
to do this, will ſecure you from poverty and 
ſhame. But, not contented with theſe attain- 
ments, aim at habits, ſtill more engaging and 
uſeful; ©* and whatever things are lovely” and 
- generous : kind and benevolent; chink on, and 


Sa ad 
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Kudy.THzRE. things; “ if there be any virtue; if 
re be any praiſe, unite the 
And may a holy and good Gon favour your vir- 
tuous aſpirations; lead them on to the preſent 
8 acts of righteduſneis and charity; ' and crown 
chew. e the regions of eternal purity 
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ment, that to be born of Chriſtian parents and to | 
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. The Chriſtian Lady, to whom the venerable 
and affectionate apoſtle John directs his ſecond | 


epiſtle, had children who did not tread in her pi- 


ous ſteps, abr emhrace Chriſtianity . This is im- 
plied i in the words of my text: © I rejoice "| 
« find of thy children walking in the truth:“ 

ſome” eth tem wlleihg 4 profefflon of WA | el 


| — © the truth” meansWid be Chriſtian religion. ] 


They, who are the excellence im- 
portance and ee e faith muſt 
bedeficous of having it perpetuted in the world : 
and will rejoice-to ſee it adopted andfapported by 
the offspring of thoſe who 5 been id Ivocates 


and ornaments. The matter 1s of that conſe- 


quence, mi young friends, to your{clygs and te 
the world, chat! it ought undoubſedly to haue your 
ferigus 4 attention as ſoon. 8 vonn an peri 4 

ing and in for pre 
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poſe the lobe to your 
Ya re profeſſion 
4 5 (. 4 Tou h 8 Dorn 
t up 40 the nurture and admonitioa 
* of the Lond.“ The queltion xs, whether vpan 
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bY. your an minds. By the very manners in 


there is no deſigu to bring you under any ſhackles, 
but thaſt of truth and reaſon. Mou are to judge 
for yourſelens and proceed according to the 
convictian af your own. minds; . Permit us to 
offer ſome choughts ufhich nah aſſat yr deter- 
mination., e ——- 10 Sal wmo fad 21 
l 19 5 lt ICU 7; [ft 58 2 5 atatit 25 iT 


. propaſas0 your $ 
Fwd. es point, which ve cafneſtiy as welk ap 
affecdionately with 40 carry. je this—that / as you 
have been drought: un ip che church of Carasr, 
you would, from knowledge and choice, become 
members of it — that, like the children of the Elect 
Lady, fan would f walk in the txuth ot embrace 
rhe goſpel, daking CR lar for your Irong and 
maten, and his goſpel for che qule gr. your life, 
and the Joundatonrof all your hope. The affair, 
it way de ſupPO ld, is not xhally indifferant co 
yourlelygs:;. for if Joh have beſtowed any Jober 
then ghanpen is: you. mpff, feel a bias for, chi 

oo ure: οquct, But char dhe conclufian,,, 

which hun come, may be ſalid, indicious and cfikg; 
tual, it: proper, that yon do not content put 
ſelves with a few deſultory, wavering reflexions; 
but enter into che queſtion cloſely, and eli- 
* amn. e 1 TTY | 


which this paint is ptepoſed, vou will perceivs 
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PFirrſt, Conſider the wee aud excellence of 
Chriſtlunity,itivre ommer * 
and reeeption as the truth, eee Being 


the religion of your friends, it deſerves ſonie re- 


ſpect: you ſhould nothaſtily'and raſpiy drop the 
ſentiments, which, by their wiſdom anti care, were 


inſtilled into the mind. This ist at leaſt, a plea 


for beſtowing on them a ſerious examination 


The friends of the goſpel are not afraid of its 
undergoing à careful enamination. They only 
fear its being rejectech, with as little knowledge, 


; and as little enquiry; as if it wore on the very face 


of it ae wog Ritking marks of weakneſs and 


abfurdiry22' © ow; we cent lug; 1 
. 1 al bt 210 2 0 oat; 5, 22003 ot. bez” 141 10 A. > 14 N 
It may have been wenltly Ae 1 


abſurd ſyſtems may have ſought/ſheker under its 
ſacred name. It any thing of that kind ſhould 
have been mr Wehl knowledge of Cun IST, 
which you have been taught, before you ſuffer your- 
ſelves ori that account, to admit any urifavourable 


opinion of the goſpel/ ir is highly neceſſary that 


 you'faltly” enquire 3'wHgther ſuch ablurdite bo 


any part of the doctrine of Crurisr,)” This is to 


be known by reading the New rc, 


ett WIS 3 At, 22-6 11 * 


That invaluable bock vill give you the el 


ape repreſentation of the Chriſtian 0 


/ 
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VERMONT, 9 


_ preaching«ofiCurrsr and of his apoſiles was-ſup+ 
ported by heaven. Lou will there ſee, with what 
oppolition:rhby bid:r6-ftrugnte ;. wick, what fue- 
ceſs-their? labeurs were tÿwned; and hew/ their 
dostrinelprerailed only by che force of evidence, 
and its d truth Theercetlente of the Chriſtian 


pr oc eee eee 


of the grade and marryof che: guſpel to chr circum· 
ſtances, asg nir degenernte ac dying creatures, 
will affect you. The ſublimity of its promiſes 
will raiſe ſenitmints i obrgratefal wonder in your 
breaſts: {The fitnplicity; integrity arid ſelſiderial 
of its fieft preachers willbeſpeak your favourable 


great auth ef this faith wilk:above all, excite 
youm admiration anck eſtecimt r Ton will-ſcarcely 
be able as gon hien thokrthings; to avoid feeling 
a ſtrong pyrſilaſtpn of theſtrutke of the goſpel. 
| ett e ont c ni aro 

It, paiticpſtarl g, Aenne ebene be 


that thode int autherity of tlie Chiiſtian religion is 
e ai ee but of Acre It 


ariſeth ran r 
| —— 6xhee faſtsyfoy the uniform teſti- 
mony of all ages and the general vide of hiſtory. 
e e ee e 


270 being 
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vill affiit cob v0 / judge f the evidendes of is 
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gan rorelvdejebſtimoiy.') Ede churacter of the | 
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| wenous writers of chi age ind af hedges ime: 
_ diatelyGuecteding;we 


 Cuncbie>—of ibe appllley—and 
ef the placing of his-raligien; amid every-cidi- 
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being of his religion; in- the 3 


when che New Teſtament repteſants it aas firſt 
| prexiched and received. By the weſlimony of nu- 


of the predehings wunde d reſumaſtion of 
it 


claltyic hy- entradrflinarx po]. bre heaven. 
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(Tur eviddenee iht ige reſueriur ul truihof 
the goſpel, be it erw echiatid ferimilly rethem: 
bized, is in itſelf ſolid and icormmiinyg and mult 
remain ta iadependehtly vf amyidbjaiiitinethar are 


— . tho gudjelp or-10 
gic-mabt/of univerſamyip mock dewiads: it be 
weakened by any diflicolcide railediabopenbe - 
ſaic aeqountof theikatiootthe Delizeg Sir from 
particular incidents in the hiſtory: of the Iſrealites 


dd cue dee eee kl, 
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eſcher from a captious t, r frenignrunce, 


or from che obſcotity m aich tim involves 
ancient trakfaion g [2 Ln 2328 its 10 vonn 
£- 8 * Ale Sl 214 ad 2243121 4 W. Maßbin A 
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But et eee 


the plaim and direct proofs tharJzesvs waszhed! 25- 


$14H, ang hat in him we have eternal life = 


theſe proofs he penſuadud to beftow a ſerious aten 


tion, that. ur fair, may; reft.not-onitherwond-of = 


men but of Gon. If,you; indeod, love-truth;-6e- 


ſtep is, at Ea att n l 227 


7" a Mn 913 108 ated 0 eee eee 


- Secondly,..You ke. a perſonal and pulilic 


babe of your faith in it. With the heart 
man beloverh wat rightepuſacſs.and mich the 


2 unta ſalyatian. B. Thie 
principles af Chriſtianitꝝ are deſigned to: diffuſe 
light and vistur through. the world. Nut this 


begeficialcdeſign cannot beanfwercs, Anleis very 
one who,gmbraces chem, maketh an Explicit am 
open praſpſdon of his le iaus regard $0 hem ant 
giveththews all che gaumenance and ſupport in his 
| Porn On this ground hach Ou Lonn declared 5 
in words, which carry che fatce of a command and 


the encouragement of a promiſe : © Whoſoever 


- Hvdaſtcbions pefrn.cen;.Amimill: . 


nene abs 


a, "6 : | "Xo: 


from thaſexapics, they do not ſet aſide or impair 


lieion will beghe ſubſectof your careful andhoneſt 
enquitnas The conſequence. af tis, ſr2is mot | 
dan will ts a fy}iconviftion-of the divine 
original. as Gagel. Thel nent 


rw 


e e ena: avowedly, to commence 


ol ſhould be. made by every one for himſelf, bath 
appeared very rational to all Chriſtians: and, ac- 
cordingly, ſome habe pointed out one; method, 


* 15 SERMON „ 
5 rel iGpes act -acrividtolanagewtcn | 


the diſciples of CHaIsT. Tat this profeſſion 


otherzꝭ another way of doing it: the rite bf con- 
firmarion:his been uſed fopthis/ purpoſe ind the 
Lonv's:Table has been-confidered as aokivetitiy 


chis vie But for the Hit practice thebhe is no 
foundatidn in the New Teſtamenk: nr ls the lat- 
ter, there, repreſented under this notidii «8 the 


commencement” or badge of the Chriſtian pro- 


felling. bus ionotheg = oder no To Nag 
ira od. lat i fl atadhapogleo nel hong 


Th re hie was. enjoined by et euer bor 
du end.and:rhe adminittestien öf- teh by the 


apoſtlesg uniformly, rhteſſed this ent; afl this 
end only, was BATT ISM By this rite they Who 


vere cemiincedt of ihe d vine authority of C, 
made their ſerious acknowledgment of it and be- 


came his diſtiples. Adam che word of exhotthfion, 
wobec ane, Herovparcoprwith jp ddr. 


5 de ene de eu yen inthe gige | 


n „eee 2 10, eee ene 


Icäs ttucs that this idea of Baptiſal Rus been 


Arigly beide, only/a' part, and eren ſmall 


N part 
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pate; of de Chritian "world's; in lle manner 
tions of 2 Lord's Ub ——— | 
under which many, or a great part of Chriſtians, 
have laboured, ſhould be no impediment to our 
following what; in any inſtance. appear juſt ſenti. 
ment rtl bac ranma a rnit gene 
WL arty f 0 05 Wenn ite e W ien wid. . : 
Fou will not, in the-preſent caſe; upon that ac 
coun imagine; tha; by being baptiſed into the 
name of Cun rs r, you enliſt "into any party, or 

take any particular name upon yd NO. By | 
this rite you will profeſs yourſelf, a Chriſtian.— 
| Whom will you hereby acknowledge to be your 
Maſter and ybur Sxv1ovs;' but Chr? TO 
whoſe law will you ſubmit, but Unto" that of 
Cunisr ? Into whoſe kingdom will you enter, 
but into cht af MTF 5. Infteatl then of lbeleing 
upon tkis rite as merely a party diſtinction, you 
ſhould comply with it on the liberal ground of its 
being a ſcriptural method of confeſſing Chur, 
our commom Eon d, before men. Inſtead of being 
aſhamed of it, as a fingular practice, which hath 
not the counteganee/of the Chriſtian world, you 
ſhould reflect; that they, who eſteem che baptiſm 
of infants· validg yet eonſider it as a ſhameful/and 
dangęrous neglect for others, who did not receive 
e 80 that, upon 
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your e principles; and in ther judgment, you 

ea not juſtify it, if you pe ee 
cn S er NT 24; 1 


peru "=, £8 7 
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4:0 {Thoſe hints m6 efferetin di ct 
tab ate obiectians Tous duty, it this reſpect, 
ariſeth not from the opinion and authority of men 
but from the ſenſe and conviction of your own 
mind from 2 conviction, that the Qhriſtian re- 


Jigion is divine, and chat the public profeſſion or 
is, by baptiſm, 43-anfoined- by: its author, and due 


neren, Hig HH» 
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| Aon at. ſoft, foltmaly. and perſonally, made: 
but 1s it to ſtop dere? By no mans. Tou are | 


not om to chooſe and determine for. and by, your- 
e hut you are to ain bons in ihis cauſe. The 
Profeſſion made at haptiſm is to be carried on and 


ſupported, by the regular duties of public wor- 

Nip; amd a cunſcientinus attendanee on the Lonb's 
Supper. The beſd Chriſtians, Mb they had 
gladly received the wort, amd had bran baptiſed, 
continued fwerdfaſtlz in the apofiles dottrine, 
. 


and. fellowſhipy. and in breaking ef hread and 
infager,, Had Sex met - x7 ia 
ould hevediedin TIEN 0 
nocht en 5 Drin db Slis 3011 Ty - 
zuov 
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«x And would. you, nn n 
N crachmeyt; to your; Maſter and Savroya; 


would you hand down, co. the next age, 8 
and gyace you have received, you muſt de the 


a tame. Remiſlaeſs and neglect, as to. Ihe duties | 
* of ſoeiab dexorionʒ Will have a badi effech on your- 
ſelyes / and on the cauſe of Cuxisr: on, yourſelves, 

i by indulging a ſpirit of indifference and langour in 

. religion; and on the cauſe. of Cha lar, by ſetting 

f others an example of forſaking the aſſembly of the 


ſaints, and furniſhing them with an excuſe from 
your own practice. But to proceed i in our ſub- - 
ject, © walking in the truth” implieth. not only 
— ade n and FO japan 
ity 1121211 

een 

. A eee 8. A whgh 
courſe uf life. [Nothing ſhort of this will-anſwer = 
any ſavingy purpoſe... Are you exhorted to exa- 
mine the gvidences of that pretenſion, the goſpel 
makes to- a divine origin Are you invited and 
perſuaded, if fatisfied on this head, to add to an 
inward enmition of its truth an open and public 
 profefſioniof your faith in ix 2. 1s is recommended 
vo vou is it ungnd upon you, to keep up this pro · 
feſſon er Chriſtianity, by a ſerious. attendance on 
eee eee nee 
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. 
my be habitually brought untler che practical 
power of Chriſtian prindiples. The profeflion 

of Chriſtianity, withbur che life of à Chriſtian, is 


8 E R 1D N V; 


nothing buta form, « why,” ſalth its divine atebor, 
« call ye nie Lonb, Lon f, and do not tile things 


« which I fay 2 He tint Fairtifally forewirrded 


M0 that this will be incffeQUal-ol the"greer:Quy. 


155 On every one, that ſafelr Unte hier or p, 
Lox, half entet into we kingdofn'6f heaven: 
0 wy he thrat döth che Will; of my Father'who is 


« in n heaven} fiend niet} a „ 


$7 nk D954 596517 M h ee no 4 
1. any one profeſs himſelf a-Chyiſtian what is 
he underſtood to mean thereby, but an holy reſo- 


lution ſleadily to purſue religious virtue, as the 
laſt deſign, the great end of the inſtitution of 
_ CunisT? To this point is your care to be di- 


rected: hither: are all your thoughts: to tend. 


N he grace of Gop, w which bringeth ſal vation unto 
all men, teacheth us, that denying ungodli- 
e neſs and worldly luſts we ſhould live ſoberly, 
N « righteouſly and godly in this preſent world: | 
« hatſde ver things are true whatſoever things 
ate honeſt, whatſoever tkings are /juſty whatſo- 


« things are pure, whatſocver things are Jovely, 


© whatſoever things are of good repore; if here be 
any virtue, if there be an prriſe; thin af cheſe 
_ * things” It ſnould be your aim and ambition 
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la the ok a drunkenneſs and lewiddeſs | 
are little diſcoutdged : paſſion and reſentment, and 
ſome practices not perfectly reconcileable with 
ſtrict probity, are thoughtdirtle of: and religion 
and piety meet with little countenance from the 
practice or converſe of men. But the Chriſtian pro- | 
fefſion inveſts us with a new, a ſuperior character 
to that of the men of the world: it brings us un- 
der an higher and purer law, than that of the cuſ- 
roms and maxims of this world: and it-opens to 
us nobler and ſublimer views and proſpects, than 
the world affords. The Chriſtian is the HEI of 
Gov and the Joi r-HEIN with Jesvs Cuaisr. He 
is not of this world, but his converſation is in hea - 
ven. His wiſdom, G and happineſs is to know 
and do the perfect and acceptable will of Gon.— 


And the religion which you embrace, as it teaches 
your duty, fo it will enable you to perform it. 


The goſpel is a complete rule of life. It not 
only enjoins you to be holy in all manner of 
e converfation and godlineſs, but adminiſters 
< every needful help and inſtruction, to make you 


perfect and thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
* works, The precepts, it delivers, have ſuch a 
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+ commanding force and beauty in, them, and 
« carry ſuch conviction i into tne mind; the cha- 
e radter it preſcribes as a model for your imitation, 
is ſo amiable, ſo excellent and godlike; the 
« exhortations it addreſſes to your Ioye and gra- 
9 * xitude,, and to all the generous paſſions. of the 
| « heart, are ſo affectionate and perſuaſive; the 
"7 ' motives it propoſes to your hopes and fears, ſo 

great and alarming; ſo glorious and tremendous; 
C2 ſo far more exceeding all that we can in thought 
Sor imagination conceive z. that nothing will be 
able to ſhake your virtue, while you keep, theſe 
t in view, or Sg the impreſſion o of them freſh 
| 0 FONT AN * 8 leads me to obſerve, 


ps Thar to 75 in the 9 5 means, 
chat you perſevere and proceed on towards per- 
fection. The phraſe fignifies a ſteady, uniform, 
continued courſe of life. After having began in 
the ſpirit, much yet remains, Chriſtian know- 
ledge is to be enlarged :. pious and virtuous diſpo- 
ſitions are to be ſtrengthened: and IO: habits 
are to be eſtabliſhed. an 


h beg happens, that young perſons enter upon 
a cours of religion and virtue with 1 vigour, 


* + Dy Wm. Adams rin ng Tradts, P- 365, 366. 
with 
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with a very ferious ſpirit amd wirh a holy tender- 
neſs of mind. But they afterwards grow temiſs; 
and learn, as future years throw them more into 
the world, to look upon their firſt ardor as enthu- 
ſiaſm, and their firſt holy regularity of devotion 
and manners as a needleſs ſerupuloſity, as being 
rightecdus over much. The raptures of piety, 
through time; will naturally ſubſide; the ardor of 
paſton vil, of courſe, cool: but hen fuch ſen- 
timents are calmly admitted and deſignedly in- 
We eee is reaſon to fear; that the ſoul will 
not (grow in grace and in the knowledge of 

« Cunisr Ixsus : that fuck will not be made 
perfect unto every good work, nor be built 
Lupin their holy faith;“ if they be even kept in 

98 love of GD, e 

Ritt v3 4 i fats | qt; ; 

ere «1c dike of — quia to 
W den the firſt years of your life from danger, 
0 till virtue has got the full poſſeſſion, and eſtab- 
«liſhed its empire over the heart. And this will | 


make the reſt of your duty a'pleafure, and give 


joy and gladneſs to all your future days*?” 
Wile and happy is he, who doth not let an habit 
of remifſneſs, with reſpect to the private or public 
duties of devotion;” gain upon him: but, by 
wy 
.» Adams, as before, p. 353. | 
HA een 
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ſeriouſneſs and regularity i in both; n and 
diſplays a ſtrong ſenſe of piety. Wiſe and happy is 


he, who doth not admit looſe notions upon points 
of duty; but attends to the purity and extent of 
the divine law. Wiſe and happy is he, who, in 
the intercourſes of life, whether of buſineſs or 
amuſement, maintains an holy watch over his 
ſpirit, that his ſenſe of religion, love of goodneſs 
and tenderneſs of conſcience be not diminiſhed by 
the manners of thoſe with whom he converſes. 
Wiſe and happy is he, who feareth always:“ 
For it is better to fear offending than to ſorrow 
4 for having offended: and the care of caution 
4 ig not ſo troubleſome, as 5 the bitterneſs of late 

6 repentance”. SEK £17 


But is it enough that you uſe watchfulneſs and 
attention, not to looſe your firſt love; ought not 
your thoughts and pains to be given to your im- 
provement and eſtabliſnment in the good ways of 
GoD? Religion, whether you conſider it as con- 
ſiſting in the knowledge of Gop and of Ixsus 
_ *Cnrisr, or as importing the fear of Gop and 
keeping his commandments, is a progreſſive 
thing. The path of the juſt is as the ſhining 
& light, that ſhineth more and more to the perfect 


4 i Ta, | 
* Dr. Lardne er. 


ſ 


day.“ 
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« day.” The moſt eſfectual ſecurity, againſt 
declenſions in piety and goodneſs, is an holy, 
habitual ſolicitude to 80 on unto ge: 1 
i 158 nene r een ee 
Both will Mo ke „ 15 a ER of 
reading, as you have time and ability, purſued with 
this deſign, to gain a more exact and extenſive 
acquaintance with the principles of Chriſtianity, 
and to cheriſh. a more lively and practical ſenſe of 
their power. The Lord's Day affords peculiar 
eiſure and opportunity for doing ſomething con- 
ſiderable in this way af religious improvement 
and proficiency. The Hoh Scriptures, in this view, 
call for and merit your firſt and chief attention; 
though it may be deſirable to obtain, in the 
peruſal of them, the aſſiſtance of ſome of the beſt 
commentators for underſtanding their meaning and 
diſcovering their beauties and excellencies. The 
practical writers, in our language, are numerous 
and the moſt judicious of them deſerve a ſerious 
reading. Sermons alſo will form a valuable means 
of religious i rener“ 
e | Let 
* We are told of a late eminent phyſician and philo. 
ſopher, Sir John Pringle, that he was a diligent and 
frequent reader of ſermons : <* © which,” obſerves his ex- 
cellent biographer, «© form a "valuable part of Engliſh - 


be lirerazure, Indeed, taken in their full extent, they 
be LEP ö H 3 ; «6 con. 
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Let us now, my friends, pauſe, and reflect | 
| what, advices have been offered; what hints have 
been ſuggeſted, to explain what is implied by 
* walking in the truth:“ or to hold forth that 
conduct, which affection to you and zeal for 
Chriſtianity prompt us; earneſtly to recommend. 
What then hath. been ſaid? You have been ex- 
horted to enquire into the proofs of the divine 
origin of the Chriſtian religion. On a ſuppoſition, 
that the witneſs for its truth being heard, your 
minds are convinced that it is of Gop, you have 
been exhorted to profeſs yourſelves, Chriſtians, 
by baptiſm and a continued courſe of conformity 
to the Chriſtian inſtitutions and worſhip. Vou 
have been exhorted-not to reſt in the Chriſtian 
name, but to add to it a Chriſtian character; by 
adding to your faith, virtue, knowledge, tem- 
perance, patience, godlineſs, brotherly kindneſs 
and univerſal charity. And you have alſo been 


«« conſtitute a much more valuable part of Engliſh 
« literature, than, perhaps, is commonly imagined.— 
For, independently of their theological merit, in ex- 
ce plaining the doctrines of Natural and Revealed Reli- 
« gion, and throwing light on paſſages of ſcripture, we 
«« ſhall ſcarcely any where meet with a richer treaſure of 
* practical obſervations, or with reflections on life and 
« manners, that are better calculated to improve the 
cc underſtanding, mend the heart, and regulate the con- 
„duct.“ Life of Sir John Pringle, by Dr. Kippis, pre- 
fixed to his Six Di p. 75776. 


| exhorted, 
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exhorted, having entered om this career of wiſdom 1 


piety and goodneſs, to guard againſt remiſſheſs ir in 
it we to + coin on in it with Fu? and 07:05 


oy — 4, * f 1 x; 


On the Ry of theſe end What * 
be offered againſt their propriety; reaſonableneſs 
and importance. The goſpel diſplays before you 
its truth, grace, and glory. It offers to direct 
your ſteps, through this life, with honour and 
uſefulneſs; innocence and ſafety. It aſſures you 


of the forgiveneſs of your ſins, and it promiſes * | 


you eternal life. It is ſcarely to'be conceived, 
that you can look upon theſe as light and trivial 
bleflings. ' In reality they are comprehenſive of 
every advantage, that can be important to a 
1 or pere to a ah x creature. | 
. now Adden Wee at FER to 
judge of the excellence and moment of theſe 
things; you are invited to form a calm, deliberate 
and fair judgment of them, and to take up a 
ſuitable determination. The ſubject is very in- 
tereſting: the moment is critical. If, when thus 
called and invited, you neglect to beſtow a ſober 
attention upon theſe conſiderations, you will, 
perhaps, always find ſome plea for not doing it: 
and the unwillingneſs to think upon them, and to 
act accordingly; will; with every delay, increaſe. 
rut 4 8 


— 


a - your own co. T 
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/\Remember that you are the creatures of Gov, | 
whole mercies you daily enjoy and: at. whoſe tri- 
bunal you muſt appear. Remember, that you 
are called into the kingdom of his dear Son here, 
and are invited to partake of his kingdom of glory 


hereafter. Remember, that you are not born for 


a day, but for xTzznITY. In conjunction with 
the ſerious recollection of theſe facts, remember 
that having been inſtructed in the knowledge of 
Cnr1sT, it now lieth with you to build upon that 
foundation a voluntary faith and an holy, uſeful 


life. It lieth with you to look around and con- 


ſider, whether you will be a diſciple of CarisT 
in deed and in truth. Lou are now in an hands 


n 14 
1 * 


The claims of Gus by Une Jesvs are ſet 


before you: the bleſſings and hopes of the goſpel 
are offered to you, and the matter is left to your 
choice. Shall any one turn away with indifference 
and neglect? Shall any one ſay, even in his heart, 


for who would openly avow ſuch a purpoſe, I 
<« will not take him for my Loxp and Maſter ; 
<< I will not follow the goſpel as the rule of life; 
nor ſeek its grace as the foundation of my 
6 hope. In the judgment of charity, in the 
judgment of truth, it may be preſumed, ſuch 
n are far from * mind here. But 

there 
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there is an unwillingneſs, there is an averſeneſs to 
coming to an immediate reſolution for the pro- 
feſfion and practice of religion. Some further 
time is requeſted. When, alas! a more con- 
venient opportunity may never come: and when 
much of the advantage, comfort and beauty of 
the Chriſtian profeſſion is loſt by every delay. 


Let one reſolution then ariſe in every youthful 
breaſt : let one reſolution go round this afſembly : 
« As for me, I will give up myſelf to the ſervice - 
of Gop and of his CHRIST. Come let us all 
join ourſelves to the Log in a covenant never 
to be forgotten.” Let every pious, every 
friendly mind anſwer to theſe riſing vows, Amen. 
May the grace of Gop ſtrengthen them, and the 

mercy of Gop accept them, Amen. 
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The Pleas for 1 public Wert 
th | : x conſidered. | 
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v is rin HOUSE OF GOD FORSAKEN * ,” | 


THEN were wt hs ad bs. 
Divine Being to us, as the ſole author, 
proprietor and governor of all things in heaven 


* 


\ 


glorious: Majefty evidently appears to be the juſt 
tribute of our homage and gratitude; When we 
conſider our conſtantand abſolute dependence upon 


him as the great preſerver of the world, by whoſe 


power our being is ſupported; and as its liberal 


benefactor, by whoſe munificence our wants are 


ſupplied; to implore his protection, and by 


humble addreſſes to ſeek the benefits, of which 


he is the inexhauſtible fountain, is plainly rational 
and ft. When it is-con[idered of what uſe and 
advantage it muſt be to have the faith and know- 
kugr of ſo at, t, benenolent and holy a Power 
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maintained and diffuſed, the acts of contemplating, | 


adoring and praiſing his name, muſt clearly appear 


to be as ſerviceable as they are fit, When it is 
conſidered that a devout and lively ſenſe of Gop 


on the mind is the moſt effectual reſtraint upon 
all iniquity and vice; it is the dictate of wiſdom 


and of virtuous zeal to uſe the moſt public me- 
thods of promoting and kindling a ſtrong and 


general ſenſe of the Deity. When it is conſidered, 


how much our: ſentiments are enlarged and im- 


proved, and our joys raiſed, and heightened by 
' ſociety, public worſhip is on this account a wiſe 


and rational ſervice; for it brings the advantages 
of ſociety into religion, and by pouring the 


additional pleaſures of ſympathy into the heart; it 


enhances the glow and ſatisfactions of devotion. 
When it is remembered, that inſtructions and 
diſcourſes, on the intereſting branches and motives 
of religious virtue, are joined to the acts of 
adoration and praiſe; the public inſtitutions of 


religion riſe in uſe and importance; the houſe of 
Go hereby becomes the ſchovl of religious 


virtue, and a cg ing of wien to train us b 


in hanableft N 1 Pl 


2 ” 


5 1 beige is nde WO the 
public worſhip. of the one Gop and Father of All, 


| n b — ts amongſt 


ett men; 


a . 0 f 
are made known and impreſſed, come to be de- 
clared and felt, how reaſonable is it mutually to 
exhort each other, and ſay, Come ye; let us go 
up to the mountain of the Logp, to the houſe 
dann of Jacob: come let us __ the 


Linie beauty of Wa atk 2 f Nag 


i445" 8 40 1 f Fn noma 


| On theſporiaciples oublic-worſhip has bed 


the approbation and countenance of all ages and 


nations. The wiſeſt law: givers have uſed the 


aids thereof to ſupport public virtue and happi · 


neſs. From the earlieſt times, ſeaſons have been 


appointed, days and hours devoted to the per- 


formance of ſacred offices; altars have been raiſed 


and temples built. The law of Moſes: enacted 


various times and days, for the whole community | 
to engage in religious duties. Our divine pattern 
regularly attended the ſervices of the Jewiſh ſyna- 


gogue. The primitive Chriſtians conſtantly aſſem- 

bled together on the firſt day of the week (which 
very early received the name of the Lord's. Day) 
for“ fellowſhip, breaking of bread and prayer:“ 
beſides that, till the whole :Jewiſh diſpenſation 
was aboliſhed, they joined in the ſervices and ſo- 
lemnities of the Jewiſh ſabbaths and ſynagogues. 


Chriſtianity has given a new ſanction to public 


| a: a the appointment of Baptiſm and the 
=, ' LokD's. 
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ol religion; and by che encouraging promiſe of 
our [Savious's gracious preſence; wherever 
two or three are gathered together in his 
name. It goes further; it repreſents ſocial 
devotion as the ſpring of the tranſports, which 


happy ſpirits enjoy in the regions of pure and 
immortal bliſs. Now after ſuch a concurrence, 


ſuch an harmony of proofs to illuſtrate the im- 


Partunce of aſſembling ourſelves together; ſince 


Ns it is plainly to be deduced from theſe conſiders- 


tions, that we are hound by every poffible obli- 
the ſolemn offices of public devotion; it may be 
juſtly aſked, with ſurprize and reſentment and 
grief, in the language of the text, Why is the 
_ © houſe of Gop forſaken? Why are its walk 
Lis GED its ſervices N 
| "Gr ai ao >: not, eh 
refer to the conduct of ſuch as abſent themſelves 
from the houſe of Go; but to ſome abuſes and 
negſlects of another kind. That wiſe and pious 
reformer, Nehemiah, had diſcovered, that the 
portion and pay of the Levites and ſingers, either 
through a remiſſneſs in collecting it, or through 
tze baſeneſs of the collectors, had been with- 
held from chem: and that for want of due 


4 


encou rage- 
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encouragement, they .had fled. every one-to. 


tus 
held, and _ repaired, 1c the gultivation. of, their 


eſtates, inſtead * working. and ſerving in the 
houſe of God. „And I perceived,” ſays he, 
« chat che portion of the Leyites had not. been 
&« „given them; for the Leyices and ſingers that 

« did the work were fled every one to his field; 
«and then contended I with the rulers and ſaid: 


« Why, is the; houſe of Gov forſaken?” Not + 
only the ſound of the words,.” but the occaſion af - 


the remopſtrance, Suſtifes the application of them 
to any inſtance. of conduct, which ſhews a con- 


engt 89d ue of the Deity $6 ie of 3 


* 


2 #3 1 lt. 8 2 


: 1 am ſorry. that under the. fame of . — 


goſpel, when the encouragements and motives to 


the offices of devotion are ſo animating and urgent, 


there ſhould be any reaſon to contend, though 
with the ſpirit of meekneſs and and the force of 


argument, wih Chriſtians, and to fay, © Why is 


« the houſe of Gon forſaken and lighted?” _ But 
the many vacancies, viſible in our places of public 


worſhip, are too evident proofs, of abſence from, | 


and indifference to, the offices of devotion. per-, 


formed there: proofs, that the obligations thereto. 


are either weakly .cvaded, or elſe ſet aſide. by the 
force 5 ene ee ie reaſons: On either 
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Pk fit in a tmilter fs os 
to 1 15 N 1 io debate * * bag. * 
S995 fro mee fog Tc vr: E lte 
1. me excuſes oy abſence be ee and 
their weight be tried.” "They, Sho ſupport reli- 
gion by a ſerious and conſtant attendance on its 
public ſervices, will be confirmed int their pious 
conduct: and poſſibly ſome, who ſeldom viſit 
the houſe of Gov, may be awakened to zeal, 
regularity" and diligence in counteriaricing its ſo- 
lemnities by their preſence. * Let me alk then, 
« Why is the houſe of Gon forſaken . And the 
pleas, by which an abſence from it is defended, 
ſhall be produced and conſidered : and from 
hence will the pac why. of the ſabjet na 
turally ariſe. %'s 95 : 2,7 n 


1 «+ + * 
; * — 3 


* 


Firſt. The caſe of ſome i is, that in ah 16 e are 
entirely governed by motives of a worldly nature, 
by the calls of profit or of pleaſure. The emer- 
gencies of buſineſs and the hurry of their affairs 
through the week, they urge, leave them no time 
to poſt their accounts; or elſe ſome ſudden call, 
ſome important matter ariſes, that will admit of 
no delay; and they are obliged to employ thoſe 
hours in the warehouſe or compting-houſe; which 
Thbuld be filled 825 by an attendance at Gop's 
bouſe. 
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houſe. There are thoſ& whoſe frequent abſence is 
occaſioned by aſſociating with company, to whom 
the worſnip of Gop is a ſtrange and irkſome em- 
ployment; and by forming parties of pleaſure and 
entertainment, that will not bear the interruption 
of ſueh ſerious work, as the inſtructions of reli- 
gion and the offices of devotion. And thoſe 
there ate, who in the violation of the laws of 
decency and their country, ſtay at home to keep 
open the houſes of public reſort ; and to draw 
the intoxicating liquor for an idle, diſſolute and 
drunken race. Of this nature are the hindrances 
to the worſnip of Gov, Which en and Ha 
be, e ne | N77 
„abe : | 9 9 
a is an . ab "5 Sette, and 
vides both in themſelves lawful and inno- 
cent: but certainly our purſuit of them may be 
carried beyond the bounds of moderation and 
reaſon: certainly they are not our higheſt con- 
oerns; and certainly they are not to be followed 
to the neglect of piety and virtue, to the neglect 
of our beſt improvement, of God, and of public 
virtue and happineſs. Yet thus criminal and 
dangerous is the purſuit of them, when they leave 
us no time for the worſhip of Gop, and the care 
of the ſoul: when they ſo wholly engroſs and 
Kaen hearts, that we can not ſony: from 
I them 
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chem that ſhort portion of time; which Eaſon and | 
ſeripture both call on us to redeem from them 
and to ee WIR and On . :ore 


5 Mitt alſo be ab 4 . 
'Lozv's Day, religiouſly. obſerved, ſo far from 
interfering with the demands of buſineſs and the 
views of pleaſure, would really aſſiſt and advance 

both. For it would produce an agreeable change 
in the employment of our thoughts, affections 
and time: it would cauſe a reſt from the cares 
and joys, which at the belt fatigue and cloy : and 

it would give our return to them à ne reliſn.— 

But were it not ſo. It is a plea that will never 

ſtand the teſt of reaſon, or the tribunal of the 

great Judge; My own advantage cauſed me to 

. neglect the honour of God: my own pleaſure 

'« prevailed above the will of my heavenly Father. 

I was too deeply engaged, and too much amuſed 

| e of time to mind the intereſts of 

. eternity. ” But why, fay I, this plea will never 

bear us but before the Sovereign. Judge; whilſt 

it has been dwelt upon, have not "you felt its 
veakkneſs? Hath not the mention rer inward 

Mr ka ee 
Secondly,” It is a becker u ende more 

_ oo, and — not io repugnant to 

| piety, 
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piety, under which. others take, theker, They 
ledge; che diſtance of their dwellings from the 
hither at ſome ſeaſons. of the year, the want of 


health to 60 em or me —— of che 
e " * A. 8 . 
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"Nik not to {ay - Ns pn are in ay 


Chriſtian ſociety, even in the preſent low ſtate of 
pious zeal, ſame (Go be praiſed) who,chearfully _ 
ſurmount many, if not a concurrence of theſe in- 


conveniences,” by their preſence to keep up and 


enjoy the benefits of public worſhip—nor to ſay 
that the ſincerity of our love toGop is more plainly 
evinced and more ſtrongly proved, by the diſfi- 


culties we ſurmount to teſtify and expreſs it - not 


to ſay that the reality of theſe difficulties will be 
diſcerned: and known by others; and will hereby 
render our example, in a diligent and conſtant 


attendance on Gop's houſe, notwithſtanding them, 


much more edifying and inſtructive not to fay 


the more pains we are at to ſerve Gon and glorify 
his name, more ſecure will be our title to his 


favour, and more great and diſtinguiſhing the 


degrees of our future reward and dignity - not 
to inſiſt on theſe things; the force and merit of 
theſe excuſes may be determined by this ſingle 
and plain — _— whether the ſame 


I 2 _ cauſe 
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- cauſe would keep us at ethos were the houſe of 


SGop a place for holding a market or fair, where 
we might traffick for gain, or partake of any 


public diverſions ? or whether we in fact do not 


readily, and often, riſe above theſe hindrances, 


when profit or entertainment invite us to the 
places of buying or ſelling, or to the houſes of 


"amuſement and pleaſure ? Tf ſo; this plea is as 
weak as the former, betrays a prevailing indif- 
ference to God, and diſcovers” an nn 


nne to _ pee » 


' Conſidered in the moſt bend light, it is 


= commonly the plea of indolence and ſloth, from 
which the awful awakening ſanctions of religion 
"ſhould rouſe us; if the gratitude and love of our 
ſouls to the beſt of beings is not ardent and lively 
enough to carry us ſuperior. to ſuch flight incon- 


veniences and ſufferings, with which his ſervice 


may be attended. Who of us would not be 


aſhamed to urge this excuſe if we recollected 


the trials of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, of 
the loſs of goods, of bonds and of impriſonments, 
which through their zeal for Gop and his houſe, 

multitudes of worthy confeſſors and martyrs have 
"endured? Yet this plea is often ſuffered to pre- 
Vvoail to the neglect of the public inſtitutions of 
religion; eſpecially when, as is frequently the 


caſe, 


nbi of his people. 


5E RN ON Vl. 117 


caſe, it is ſupported by the apology; 2 which 
others excuſe their abſence Ws the houſe . 
— are in the | 


Third, las, That 17 e e Sadie ai. 
courſes on the ſubjects of religious truth. and 
practice, by the peruſal of the ſcriptures and by 
private prayer, they can fill up the ſeaſons of 
public worſhip at home, even more to their 
edification and pleaſure than by an attendance on 
the ſocial offices of devotion. Doubtleſs the 
application of the mind in retirement, to the ſer- 


vices of piety and the ſtudy of the ſcriptures and 


of religion, is both a rational and neceſſary em- 
ployment of our thoughts and time; but to make 
theſe duties a plea for the omiſſion of the more 
public duties of religion juſtly raiſes ſome ſuſ- 
picions and fears, that even theſe are not attended 
to ſo ſeriouſly, ſo devoutly, as is pretended. For 


methinks the ſame principle of piety, the ſame 
deſire of moral improvement, ſhould urge us to 


go to the houſe of Gop, and carry us to the 
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But let charity e that the time, 3 
athens conſecrated to the public, is ; ſpent in the 


private worſhip of Gop : {till the excuſe is weak 
Ns e 18 Frimwnal, Hereby the promiſe 2 
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of our divine maſter and friend'to bleſs; by his 
gracious preſence, thoſe who meet together in his 
name, is treated with contempt; as if we had no 
ſenſe of its value, or no faith in its accompliſh- 
ment. One clear and important duty, a duty 
grounded on the plaineſt principles of reaſon, 
and ſupported by the ſanction of Gop's word, is 
omitted and violated. One apt and proper, one 
preſeribed and neceffary means of preſerving the 
life and vigour of religion in the ſoul, is, with an 
unbecoming and dangerous indifference, neglected. 
We abſurdly exclude the happy and pleaſing in- 
fluence of ſociety from religion: when we readily 
endeavour to promote the ſucceſs of the ſchemes 
of buſineſs, and to heighten the joys of amuſe- 
ment, by 1 both Korg and * 


They, who alledge this Seven e not, 
that inſtructive, judicious and pathetic diſcourſes, 
read by themſelves in retirement, want ſome ad- 
. vantages, which meaner diſcourſes (if not wholly 

trifling and unintereſting) may claim, when de- 
livered from the pulpit. For, whereas the former 
enter only by the eyes; the latter more ſenſibly 
awaken and command attention by ſtriking upon 
the ears, whilſt the fight of the ſpeaker contributes 
to their force; if his manner is not particularly 
11. and diſguſting, They conſider not that the 

| warmth 
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warmth of devotion grows mare ardent, by being 
mutual: and that they deprive themſelves of that 7 
acceptance, with which Go hearkens to the 


wanne of 2 be erg r 


And which: is of main 1 to. a? 58 
veakneſs and guilt of this-plea, hereby they with- 
hold their public teſtimony to the perfections and 
government of Gop: this is not confeſſing Cu 
before men; but neglecting the moſt natural and 
effectual means of perpetuating his name, and of 
ſupporting his cauſe. Our retired and ſolitary 
devotion may-have its advantages and pleaſures, 
but it cannot teach and affect others. When hid 
from the world, it cannot enlighten the world; 
and the beauties of holineſs cannot attract imi- 
tation, when they are not expoſed to view. 


On the whole, it may be left to their own reaſon 
and conſcience to decide, whether private devo- 
tion, though of excellent uſe, can atone for the 
neglect of public. As to. thoſe who under this 
pretence actually fill up the hours of public 
worſhip with vain conyerſation, unſeaſonable 
walking, ſleep, buſineſs, or any thing, rather than 

prayer to their Maker, can ſuch forget the guilt. 

or not fear the effects of this vile hypocriſy? Or , 

however, they may forget it; let them not any 
14 longer 
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longet be deceived ; Gov cannot be dae 00 
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Fourthly. The hoſe of Shia: Fart by 
others, becauſe they imagine their knowledge is 
ſo clear and extenſive, and their minds are ſo well 
informed, that they can expect to hear nothing from 
the preacher, but what they are well acquainted 
with already. However this apology may flatter 
themſelves, it ſavours but little of humility and 
candour; and it is totally inſufficient to juſtify 
their conduct. For let it be granted, that it 
would be highly improper for the preacher to 
 infiſt on thoſe topics, which would appear new 
to them; or to canvaſs religious matters ſo 
thoroughly, or to enter ſo deeply into them, as 
would entertain and improve their exalted and 
refined minds; ſince prudence and charity oblige 
him to inſiſt upon thoſe plain and common ſub- 
jects, that are level to the capacity of unlearned 
© hearers : yet there is that weight, that importance, 
that univerſal moment in the common and plaineſt 
ſubjects of religious inſtruction, that always gives 
them a claim to the ſerious regard of the moſt 
improved underſtandings.” It will ſhew an amiable 
condeſcenſion, not to ſay a peculiar happineſs of 
mind, to ſeek improvement from diſcourſes be- 
neath their judgment and taſte. ' There is a great 
PUG: os "ve and 
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ae ha dl emen between the knowledge of 
the head, and the goodneſs of the heart: and 


notorious defects in the latter, often meet together 


with high attainments in the former. The pub- 


lic inſtitutions of religion, though they might 


not eee er. to cure en ; 
remove: 2 "va * . Aro. $2751 *f vr 7; 
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1 wid: not prog: d it ee 
that as to the truths we are fully acquainted with, 
amidſt a variety of worldly cares and delights, the 
impreſſion of them too eaſily dies away from the 
mind. Though we canndt therefore he informed, 
we need to be put in remembrance of them: 


though we are eſtabliſhed in the knowledge of - 


them, it is highly neceſſary to recollect them. 
To be reminded, and admoniſhed of thoſe things, 
we do know, will revive our ſenſe of them, and 


give 855 nne and n new life and 
4s r 2A. | b 8 55 1 2990 N 
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Gop, and the glorious image of his purity and, 
goodneſs. Did he conſider his exalted views, his 
eminent holineſs, as ſetting aſide the obligations to, 


and uſefulneſs of, public worſnip ? No! you are 
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conſeerated e eee Gouda always 
attended the ſervices of the temple and ſynagogue, 
that he might do the will of his Father, and be 
an example to us. He has thus taught the wiſeſt 
and beſt of us to put a great value upon the 
ſolemnities of Gop's houſe.” He has taught us 
to follow his ſteps, by leaving an example of 
humility, obedience and zeal in n e e that 
W inſtruẽt eee ochem. | 


A 


Here (our svn Aen. ms and 
holinefs ſet aſide), Bere is one great motive, one 
undeniable: obligation to: che offices of ſocial de- 
votion; namely, that hereby we countenance 
religion, and appear publich for Gop and virtue. 
It is a duty we owe #0 God, to uſe every method 
of preſerving the belief and the lively apprehenſion 
of his good and venerable, of his kind and uni- 
verſal government in the earth. It is a duty we 
owe to man, to promote and encourage by our own 
practice an attendance upon the inſtrumental 
duties of religion; which are ſo expedient, ſo 
neceſſary for the inſtruction and improvement of 
the generality, and which actually are of con- 
_ fiderable uſe to a part of them: a duty, to which 
our ſuperior wiſdom adds a peculiar obligation; 
for that will uh euer rag r e 
it . Ariking * | 


But, 
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But, to diſmiſi this plea; it ſhould be obſerved 
and remembered, it entirely leaves out and loſes 
ſight of one principal part of the employment and 
ſervices of Gow's' houſe „namely, the exerciſes of 
dtvotion. We aſſemble together to worſhip the 
Almighty, as well as to be inſtructed: we meet 
together not only to learn his will, but to adore 
his to celebrate his goodneſs and to 
implore his benediction re a our friends, 
our N 8 on me 


This is an excellent ſervice: this opens a ſource 
of continual improvement and joy: this reſembles 
the employment of angels, and will conſtitute our 
nobleſt buſineſs in the world of perfection and 
blis. By this we make mention of the loving- 
kindneſs of Go, _ ne honour and 
glory. 


On the whole, it may be replied to this excuſe, 
in the words of a ſenſible writer, That man 
< who thinks himſelf too wiſe to be taught, gives 
“ ſo much evidence againſt himſelf, and proves 
< that he is not ſo. And he who thinks himſelf 
above the ordinary means of religion, has never 

felt its proper influence on his heart. Con- 
2 N with ws is an * 
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4 ;nftify an abſence from the houſe of Gop. There 


is another excuſe, rather different from thoſe we 


have mentioned, but frequently improved into an 
occaſion of ſtrengthening the two laſt pleas, it is 


derived from the caſe of thoſe who are ſo ſituated, 


that the immoralities of the preacher, or the errors 
and abſurdities mingled with the public devotions, 


are great obſtacles to their attendance on them. 
But this argument muſt loſe in general much of 
its force: when it is conſidered, that in moſt parts 
of our country, numerous places of public wor- 


ſhip are opened, not only by the connivance, but 
by tbe autbority, of government; where none 
officiate as miniſters, but who are appointed 


thereto by the voluntary choice of the people: 
and where the devotions not being directed and 
reſtrained by human laws +, room is left for con- 


n Webb's Sermons, Vol. U. p. 178. FER 2 


vi The author ſcarcely needs to obſerye, that he Ch 
to the caſe of PRoTEsTANnT DissENTEAS ; whoſe prin- 
ciples are thus e to the Key, em and influence 
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and the goſpel. Theſe are Keats; 


and very favourable to the pleaſures and efficacy 


of public worſbip: P Auvantages to be chearfully 
embraced,” though at ſome expence and-incon- 


' venience" by them who are ſo far direQell by 


reaſon and conſcience; a8 to prefer the honour of 
the Deity, the purity of his worſhip, and their 

own beſt . to "Jum __ „e e 

e ie eee 051552 12 | 
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theſe pleas; let it be left to every candid and 
honeſt mind to determine. Not but they admoniſh 


the miniſters of religion to uſe every method which 
pious zeal can ſuggeſt and wiſdom dictate, to 


render the public devotions rational, ſolemn and 
fervent'y and their public inſtructions judicious 


of Go, may be invited to it by the clear proſpects 


of profit and delight; and may be allured by the 


beauties and decencies of holineſs. Not but they 
admoniſh all, who conſcientiouſly aſſemble to- 
gether to ſupport the ordinances of religion, to 
recommend them by their grave and compoſed 
behaviour in the performance, and by the viſible 
effects of them in the purity and goodneſs of their 


and affecting: that they who forſake the houſe 
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| the reaſonableneſs and adyant: fel a 
ee voir, ood ij. 


© Though aun l we can do fr us upper wn 


its duries/is a malady. of 100 malignant 4.natur 
to be ſo cured, - The, apologies: that; have. been 
now introduced and conſidered, there is co much 
reaſan to ſuſpect, are mere pretences; under which 
the real cauſe is concealed. Give me leave to men- | 
tion ey and to 8 it on LI conſcwence 495d 


cubes | indifferens 3 e op: little 
been about the favour of Gon, and the 
happineſs of the other world: therefore is the 
houſe of Goo forſaken, :'There is, in the heart, 
an inward ſettled indiſpoſition to the ſerious offices 
of devotion: therefore are pleas framed and every 
appear to defend -their- abſence from. them.— 
Hence, when they do come to the houſe.of Gop, 
whatever tends to awaken diſguſts them, Their 
light and airy behaviour, during prayer, ſhows that 
the worſhip of Gop is far from their thoughts: 
and the eaſy manner, in which they purpoſely ſet 
themſelves to ſleep under the ſermon; ſhaws that 
they do not care to know the branches, or feel the 
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ay to; con 
mention the total a lac: of it on other days. Six 
days in the week ſhall be devoted to the calls of 
buſineſs and amuſement, and ſcarcely yne day Can 


is our privilege and honour religiouſly to engage. 
It. is reckgned to be righteous. oer much, ahus 
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No wonder alfa, when. they are conſcious to ao 


houſe of. Gb. The moraigg or  afteracon!s 
ſervice, on the Logy' s Day, is frequently to give 


ce, profit or pleaſure ;. nat to 


be allowed for thoſe folema ſervices, in which it 


. e, of 1 this day, N Ii eng 
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1 his c own e "IR and Jodi doth every man 


ſtand and fall: far be it from a Chriſtian, and a 


preacher, raſhly to paſs ſentence on any one! but 
certainly, if we were even half as eager about the 


. ſervice of Gop, and the concerns of a future, 


eternal ſtate, as we are fondly buſy about the 
things of this life, we ſhould nor allow ourſelves 
to be ſo often and ſo eaſily miſſing from the houſe 
of Gop, If there be a Gop who will reward 


them that diligently ſeek him—If the offices of a 
Mediator, through whom we are to preſent our 
addreſſes to the Almighty, and the ordinances of f 


religious worſhip be the appointments of Go 
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And if there be an eternal fabbathy erfect and 
immortal reſt; reſerved for the people of GoD-If 
theſe things be ſo; we ſhall doubtleſs entertain 
ve dif | thoi hes of our t e 4 | from Goss 
* houſe hereafter, wo hat we nom admit. 


1 7 * do. > ei. F : 
n O2 * has: LL S 14 "C4 e 750 2 0 Nl 415 10 Vin 
4 : TL? . 89 - . " — 


let us not dne adele of 
y as the manner of too many is; 
but let us exhott one another to go up to the 
bouſe of Gov: and Io much the more, n ye fee 
the eftrnal day a 80 0 
minds for the diſcoveries of the regions of know. 
ledge and truth: and ſo learn the notes of an- 
fall in with their 
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Y'the h of Gow iy . 
and grateful reverence, with/which the-mind 
of of an 6nghEeg be poſſeſſed towards the Almighty 
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Creator, the unfailing friend, the conſtant inſpector 
and ſupreme judge of the world, and particularly 
of all rationabcreatures: If we beſtow any ſerious = 
reflexion on the character and perfections of the 
Almighty, and recollect the rich and numerous 
favours he* ig continually imparting, favours 
which every one ſhares, according to his capacity 

to improve and enjoy them, none can diſpute the 


claims of Gop to the thankful adoration of every 
mind, formed ts know and adore the author 


of his blifs. Nay, conſidering our conſtaiit con- 


nexion with the Deity, and his intimate knowledge 
of all our ways, this principle, of devout fear and 


grateful reyerence, ought to be the leading and 
| Ys per- 
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139 sERMON vn. 
perpetual affection of the ſoul, the firſt, command. 


ing and grand motive of our whole behaviour: as 


_ It is the moſt effectual reſtraint from every crime, 


the animating incentive to every inſtance of virtue, 
and a chearing ſupport under every evil. This is 


what the wiſe man means by the exhortation to 
6 bein CERES all FM day long.” 


But tha is fon important a a fabjea,! foi importan 
to the power, credit and comfort of religion, i It is 
not to be diſmiſſed with a few general hints ; but 
deſerves a diſtinct illuſtration... The words of 


the text lead us to dwell on this part of a reli 
gious character, namely, its conſtant and daily 
influence on every riſing event and circumſlance 


of the day. Religion ſhould ſhow. itſelf not only 


in the devotions, but in the bufine/s-and recreation, 


of the day: under the providential events of the 
ſucceeding hours of life, ſhould it exert itſelf; and 


in the moments of our ſolitude be our attendant.— 
In every one of theſe reſpects ſhould. a daily piety 


be exemplified: and it is our deſign, at preſent, 
to We out what an eee W have on 
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theſe particulars, each of us may be able to ſay 


from OR experience, bleſſed be the great 
object 
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object of my fear, in this and in this reſpect, 1 
have felt the power of genuine religion! Or 


may this diſcourſe be ſucceeded by thy gracious 


operations, O Father of our ſpirits, | to beget and 


improve the e and Prey of an Habirual 


piety 4 / 
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| of the Lox b, in which we are to be found all the 


day long, exert ãtſelf. Without a deep and lively | 


ſenſe of G0 upon the mind, the ſervices of piety 


will either be-encirely,, e or Ea ves | 
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For 3 the alata incentives and en- 
eee duties of devotion are out 
of ſight: they are ſcarcely attended to, or very 
| lightly affect us. On the contrary, let us open 


our boſoms to the impreſſions of reverence and 
gratitude towards Gop, theſe. affections will 
prompt us to approach his throne with diligence 


and fervor. The fear of Gop will naturally pro- 


duce a ſerious concern for his protection, and a 
dread of his diſpleaſure: whilſt our daily expe- 


rience of his goodneſs ' will animate the hope of 


the former, and a perſuaſion of his merey will 


ſweetly attemper the latter. The fear of Go 


clabliſhes ſuch u dun ind bias of heart, as is 
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an habitual preparation forthe duties of devotion; | 
W it forms that calmneſs of | temper, . which 

greatly aſſiſts the ſoul to compoſe and recollect 
iel at the e or ne er of divine 
worſhip. e. 

In nothing will it diſcover its, influence more, 
than in the manner of diſcharging the offices of 
piety: it will ſupply a variety of confiderations 
to awaken every devout affection, to beget reve- 
rence and ardor. Our many and urgent neceſſities, 
our guilt and weakneſs, the numerous favours and 
bleffings of which Go is the ſource, and the noble 
hopes of immortality he can ſatisfy; theſe both 

furniſh materials for devotion, and excite us to 
offer our Praiſes PRE) our 479 with 
earneſtneſs, DUE Xe a | 


* — no a can hab 47 ion. motive 
0 holy care in the ſervice of God, or more 
powerfully awaken us to guard againſt hypo- 
critical formality, than this juſt ſolemn thought 

a thought not leſs obvious than weighty; namely, 

_ © that, in every office of devotion, we addreſs our- 
< ſelves to the great Majeſty of heaven and earth, 
< who knows all our thoughts and beholds all our 
actions: and that we are in the immediate pre - 
* ** of this * 885 who is very 425 

6c 


..... : 8, bh. 
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« of hls dbnoure?; Would we, my friends, be in, 
and feel the fear of Gop in divine worſhip, whe- 
ther public or domeſtic; let a moment be ſeized 


before we enter on ſuch ſolemnities, to admit this 


reflexion: it will have an happy and ſtrong in- 


fluence to render our devotions ſuch as we may on 


a review approve, and ſuch as Gop will accept. | 


Let this, the acceptance of Gop, be the great 


object of our wiſhes ; as it can be the only fit and 


_ conſiſtent aim of our devotions. Hereby will our 
watchfulneſs and care be excited, not ſolely ta the 


reverence of our manner, and the ſincerity of our 
hearts, but to the ſentiments and expreſſions we 
introduce in our prayers and praiſes : that they 
be ſuch as may promote the reverence, eſteem and 
gratitude due to the Deity, amongſt men. To 
this purpoſe we muſt endeavour to gain right and 


juſt notions of the Deity, of religious virtue, and 


of happineſs; for theſe give a tincture to our 
N and form the e of Pyar: | 


2 5 a word, the very diſpoſition to 11 duties of 


divine. worſhip proceeds from the grateful reve- 
rence of Gop, dwelling in the boſom, To ſecure 


the benefits and bleſſings of which devotion is the 
means, the fear of Gop will induce us to enter 


on its ſervices with a ſerious pauſe, and with a 
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turn of the W to I in pious: 1 3 


after his help and acceptance: it will induce us 
to ſet a guard on our ſpirits, and to check the 
firſt wanderings, when engaged in theſe duties; 
and to review them immediately, when concluded, 
and reflect whether we have worſhipped him in 
that ſpirit and truth he demands. But, 


8 To be governed by e in the 
bufineſs of the day, is another thing implied by 
being in the fear of the Loxp all the day long. It 
is highly abſurd, nay, miſchievous to loſe ſight of 
Gop, through the avocations of life and the hurry 
of its concerns: ſince the intereſts of this world 
are not repugnant to the ſervices of Gop; but one 
may be rendered ſubſervient to the other. The 
ſentiments and hopes of religion are needful to 
moderate the purſuit of earthly gain, and to ſooth 
the cares of active life. Nay, ſcarcely any thing, 
not even the proſpect of increaſing wealth, can 
inſpire that vigour, animate to that diligence, and 
adminiſter that pleaſure in the proſecution of our 
buſineſs, whether the labours of the hand, or of 
learned life, which en and n 8 
_ produce. 80 


Religion does, in ſome meaſure, ſpiritualize and 


and ennoble the common and loweſt labours of 


life, 
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life. For it leads us to regar d the Almighty, AY. 2 | 


the author of that manly: firmneſs, which fits the 


huſbandman for his toils; of that ingenuity and 
kill, which has ſo variouſly multiplied its effects 


in the workmanſhip of the artificer; of that rich 


abundance of materials for induſtry and labour, 


the earth pours forth from all its ſtore-houſes; 


and of that ſucceſs and wealth, with which the 
toils of the field and of the ſhop are repayed.—— 


Liſten to the calm voice, and rational dictates ow” 
gens =o n BE all is Giving. 8 


Religion . you, , Chriſtians, . to regard your 


ſeveral ſituations in life, whether thoſe of ſuperior 


or lower rank, as the allotments of his providence, 
and the ſtations to which his wiſdom has appointed 


you. The rich and the poor meet together, hut 


« the Lord is the maker of them all.“ The time 
of life, which is the ſeaſon of activity and vigour, 
is in his hands; and at his pleaſure is abridged 


and lengthened out. The different buſineſſes and 


occupations of life gives ſcope for the exertion of 
that ſtrength, to which the power of Gop has 
formed the body, and for the diſplay of that 
underſtanding, with which the inſpiration of the 
Almighty has endowed the ſpirit. By them are 


men en with the means of generoſity and 


K4 kindneſs; 
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Eodnel * with the means of e life with 
decency - or elegance; or with the materials of 
grateful offerings to the glory of Gon. In ſo 
many important and ſacred views, does ae | 
8 our "IN buſineſs.” * N. es 220% 
And! it en reren gives 1 us leflons of 

dugendep und application to it. Te are taught 
of Gov,” obſerves an apoſtle, © that you ſtudy 
< to be quiet, and to do your own buſineſs, and 
<* to work with your own hands; that you may 
< walk honeſtly towards them that are without, 
and that you may have lack of nothing. And 
in this manner therefore does he addreſs himſelf 
to the idle: We hear that there are ſome among 
you, Who walk diſorderly, working not«at all, 
« but are buſy bodies: now them that are ſuch, 
e command and exhort by our Loxp Ixsvs 


« CursT, that _ EN Oey eat 
* their own br ENTS ett hu Vs 


fs 


e 0 abr att . 
principles do we wiſh to comport with the ſpirit 
and genius of real religion we ſhall ſet to the 
proſecution of our worldly buſineſs with a ſenſe 
of Gov's authority, and with a regard to bis glory: 
ben e c neee, 

which 
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which nods over its works. avoiding thoſe ſnares. 


and ſenſual: indulgence. which would rob us of 
our time and unfit us for our employment, we 


ſhall apply toit with vigour and diligence. We 


ſnall manage it with truth and i integrity, remem- 

bering that © the unjuſt weight and lying lips 2 
« an abomination to the LoD.“ We ſhall watch 
againſt its temptations, with humble caution, and 
with an holy fortitude reſiſt them, We ſhall ex- 
pend its profits with innocence and temperance, 
or. conſecrate them to benevolence and piety; 
whilſt we ſhall be habitually ſenſible of our need 
of the divine bleſſing to proſper our labours,— 


And as the buſy, ſo the pleaſing ſcenes of life 
are not to be exempted from the influence and 


r e e ; -For nr that, x 


- Thirdly, FEA recraations and 3 oe 


nen by the fear of Gon, is another thing 


implied by being therein all the day long. The 
fear of Gop, when it prevails with life and con- 


ſtancy, will almoſt continually preſent to our 


thoughts thoſe ſublime, ſerious and awful truths; 


which will [give a compoſure and gravity to the 
mind: and, without frequent recollection and 


calm thought, the fear of Gon cannot be praduced 


or maintained. But this diſpoſition to think, to 
make frequent and ſerious pauſes in life, this turn 
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of the mind to divine nad eee will 
give a reliſh for ſolid and manly pleaſures, and 


caũſe us to look with indifference, if not con- 


tempt, on that round of empty and giddy diver- 
ſions; which bars out every agr. reflexioh, and 


bots, Com ms 72 
er A 


Wen acer pip and hopes, to any 


| degree, delight and ſway the heart, none but in- 


nocent diverſions will be choſen : and they will 
be indulged only ſo far as the rules of prudence 
and moderation will allow; may I not fay, only 
ſo far as our ſchemes for immortality and our 


heavenly pleaſures can bear. Amuſement will 
not be with us that dull and empty thing it is 


with thoſe, with whom it is their ſole concern and 
employment. It will diverſify life, and whilſt it 


ſooths our fatigues, it will afford us a recruit of 


ſpirits and vigour, for a renewed application to 
the ee of e or "the duties of vein 


The readineſs with which the devour mind 
frequently turns to the great author of good, will 
not be entirely loſt in the hours of diverſion.— 
Our very recreations, our capacities to taſte their 


_ enlivening joys, and the variety of objects which 


furniſh out an agreeable relaxation from the 


Were ſcenes of * life, theſe will be 


oy 


* 


regarded as proofs of our Creator's goodneſs, as 
pledges of our ; heavenly Father's indulgence to 


the weakneſs of our frame, which cannot ſupport 


2 long and eee e to n 
and ig K | 


That 3 intention, wich mn we ſeek hon: 


in ſubordination to the honour of Gop and our 
uſefulneſs in life, is a proper expreſſion of our fear 


of the Almighty ; and will even exalt them into 
the rank of ſervices to him. A juſt concern not 
to offend the Deity, will put us on our guard; 
that, if our recreations are of a ſocial nature, 
nothing malignant, envious, paſſionate or unkind 
ſhould appear in our words or temper. \ It will 
put us on our watch that nothing, through 
our fault, ſhould convert what a gracious God 
allows of, as a ſweetner of life, and a cement of 
friendſhip, into an occaſion of nen er or 


+ NNE: 


1 may he « added, that : a reverence IS 45 Al- 
mighty, and a prevailing deſire of his favour, 


will ſo regulate our behaviour in the ſeaſons of 


amuſement and relaxation, ſo determine their 
nature and length, that we may not be aſhamed 


or afraid, at the cloſe and review of them, to im- 


plore his bleſſing on the uſe thereof, and gratefully 


2 
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to acknowledge his kindneſs. i in 1000 diverſions of 
life. This we may do, with a rational and warm 
| devotion, if. we ever remember to indulge our- 
ſelves in amuſements and diverſions no farther, 


« than as they make a part in a ſcheme of rational 
e and Wakes ee and * conduct“. 


e eb 


E e 3 notice of 3 its 1 ans 


occurrences, is another thing meant by being in 
the fear of the Lonp all the day long. This 


appears to be evidently alluded to in the text. 


For, as in the courſe of human affairs, we can not 
fail to meet with many inſtances of proſperous 


wickedneſs, and of ſinners rejoicing in an abun- 


dance of good, the wiſe man preſeribes a conſtant 
and awful ſenſe of Gop on the mind, as a pre- 


ſervative againſt envy of their ſucceſs, or an imi- 


tation of their conduct, through the hope of 


ſecuring the like. © Let not thy heart envy ſin- 
© ners, but be thou in the fear of the Lonp all 
ce the ed long 


But this 5 habitual ſenſe of Gop wil not 
merely reſtrain from every thing malignant and 
a it will kindle the better and, en, 


NY br. Doddridge. 25 


3 3 8 88 


e. F g. 2 8 8, 3. 2 8 75 


affections. 


248583882 7 


app 


will fill the heart with devout gratitude, and open 
our moutlis with ſongs of 'praiſe to the ſource of 
every good gift. The wege de ſleep, the 


ſafety in ĩch wepaſs the hours of darkneſs, the 


| chearful appearance nature again reſumes at the 
opening morning, the renewed exerciſe of our | 


ee powers, the proviſion of warm and decent 
apparel, the proſpects of uſefulneſs and enjoyment 
opening upon us with the beginning of "every 


day, and the hopes of that eternal day of happi- 


neſs and glory, to which che days of dur mortal 


life are introductory, theſe things muſt be all 


received and acknowledged, aseffedts of the divine 
nnn 20 Vi ** ONHOGGEND 


tk 


Ef bag tinge rr 
2 18 a3 5 Rn 5 ; n une 


The progreſs of the day eee 
ſions of thankfulneſs, and exhibir new and ſuc- 


ceſſive proofs of Gopꝰ's, not leſs See thin 


awful, preſence and government, which a pious 
mind will ſee and feel. The light and warmth 


of the ſun, the health that blooms in our checks 


and braces our nerves, the proviſion that ſpreads 
ourtable, the children who fondly claſp our knees, 


the accommodations that endear our earthly dwel- 


ling, the friends whoſe kind and chearful looks 
en the ſoul, the books that entertain and 
improve 


SERMON VI. ui 


us. For inſtance, do pleaſing FEY agreeable | 
events diffuſe ſmiles and Joys around us, religion 
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accidents and painful diſaſters, our opportunities 
for exerciſing virtue, and for a growth/in wiſdom 
and goodneſs—theſe ſhould be conſidered as, con- 


— —_ — — 7 — . —·˙˙— A —⁰ — Ä — 
- — —— he antng 
* 
. * 
* 


improve us with their inftraive: pages, the 
journies that have been ſecured from alarming 


ſtant and unfailing, tokens of the divine care 

over us, and ſhould. fill us wich grateful wonder 

to behold and taſte in ſo many ee UGH 

des We are "I Maker“ ee 19WOrr ©: 

+6 hover ein 314k 4 C 
Fot but che 5 ſcenes of affliction 

hes a preſent Gon. And it is the happine ſs, as 


well as a branch of a religious temper, torregard 


them as the corrections of his paternal. rod, not the 
ſigns of his hatred, or neglect of us. Every 


diſappointment, every loſs, every pain, muſt be 


conſidered as having a uſeful part in that plan of 


education; by which, our heavenly parent is 


training us up to wiſdom and eternal life. There 
are ſome important graces, which afflictions are 
the moſt proper, if not the only, means of calling 


into exerciſe and carrying to perfection. Mutual 
compaſſion, alms- giving, patience and reſignation, 
are the fruits of adverſity; not to ſay, that diſtreſs 


and ſorrow more ſenſibly teach us the value of 
our remaining mercies, and beget a lively reliſh 
a e e 94h + 


= 3 


And 
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And i ſurely there can be di regard to 

958 but little devout reſpelt to. his will and 
government, Where there is not a ſerious and 
daily care to cheriſh a temper, that may correſ- 
| pond to. che riling events of life. Meekneſs 
under provocations from men, ſubmiſſion. under 
calamities from the hand of Gop, under our 
loſſeg{heavenly hopes and thankfulneſs for our 
mercies the moſt becoming and pious method 
of anſwering the purpoſes, of the divine govern- 
ment, and of actually bringing about thoſe great 
ends of moral improvement, and of final per- 
fection and bliſs, that are the aims of, the Al- 
mighty!s:. es e and power., To 
. ü ed, 0 os del 16 c Nen 11 
iN 2 30550 01 . 4 PO 190 10 * | 
Lal Tie dn of out thaw 
in our;ſolituge4is another thing) implied: hy being 
in the fear; of, the, Lond. all che day. long,— 
« Thoyghts;” ſays Pra Yqung, according to the 
uſual -baldpeks.of his exproflion,, © are heard in 


heaven.“ It is certain qu the plaineſt deductions 
of reaſon, and on the cleareſt declarations of ſcrip- 


ture, that Almighty, Gop .<- knoweth;our: down 


« ſitting and up riſing, and underſtandeth our 
« thoughts afar off; that he compaſſeth our path 
« and our hing down, and is acquainted: with all 
« our ways,” * it 18 equally certain, that 

— 


- 


o 
— - 


— — — 2 — — 
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| thoſe'who fear the Lm „ eee 
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ay, 


nothing o a good mind can be more deligheful; 


to a wicked mind more awful; and to W 
more intereſting and awakening, than this 
thought that Gop is the Inſpector and Judge 
«of our retirements and of all the imaginations 


Feier 


«of the he: ch.” 20667934 $0481; 63.4% PRO deve . 
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Dy Oy of this folemn truth; Poder 
obſec of pious attention offers itſelf, namily; the 


management of our thoughts and uffections in 
ſolitude. And when religion Sives us the cem. 


mand of Ibem, and qulckens üs to this ſtance 
of ſelf. government, it affords a ſtrikittg evidence 


of the ſtrength and ſincerity of our fear of Gov. 


It may be added, that on this the peace” and 


purity of our own breaſt, the innocence, virtue 


and uſefulneſs of our kyes in 4 very conſiderable 


degree depend. Keep tliy heart will al Gil- 
« gerice,” adviſes the rbyal predcher; fer, as he 


5 ſubjoins, out of the heart are the iſſues of life.” 


Let it then be our enden bu to think, 45 becomes 


* 
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Suck bil dot admit and barbour any nie 


timents of others, any impure ideas, any flaudu- 
lent ſchernes, or any imaginations of * Vanity and 
pride: but they will invite and entertain, ertbrace 


Fry ang parite thoſe thoughts, that will raiſe "their 


pious 


— 
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pious and enlarge their benevolent afſetions,— 5 | | 
Sometitnes their ſolitude will be improved into a l 
ſacred ſeaſon of devout converſe with Gop; now — 
they will range through the ſpacious field of divine ar 
knowledge and truth: and now, on the wings i by 
of contemplation and faith, they will ſoar on high  — i , 


and traverſe the regions of purity, light and bliſs. 
At other times they will call their actions and life 
to the tribunal of conſcience, examine the witneſſes, 
wait the verdict, and ſubmit to the ſentence, — 
Now they deviſe liberal things, or again form the 
purpoſes of pious virtue, or lay ſome ſcheme of 
uſefulneſs: and ſervice. And when the deſultory, 
wandering mind haſtens from one ſubject of re- 
flexion to another, without dwelling long enough 
on any to derive pleaſure or profit from it, the 
laſt ſermon they have heard, or the laſt portion 
of ſeripture chey have read ſhall be recollected to 
lend its aſſiſtanee to the improvement of the ſoli- 
tary moments, and to fix the 3 on en | 
enen and ealtying e $5 
1 0 Mia nan 
This 8 me af the direction of th ex- 
cellent Dr. Doddridge to a friend on this point. 
It is to ſelect ſome one verſe of ſcripture Which 
ehe had met with in the morning, and to treaſure 
* it up in his mind, reſolving to think on that at 
0 85 8 time when he ſhould be at a loſs for matter 
Abi | ; Ss p of 
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*« of pious reflexion in any intervals at Ware 
« for entering upon it. This,“ he obſerves, © will 
ebe often as a ſpring z from whence many profi- 
< table and delightful thoughts will ariſe; which 
“ perhaps we did not ſee before in that con- 


nection and force. Or, it ſhould not be fo; 
& yet I am perſuaded it will be much better to 


repeat the ſame ſcripture in our minds an 
© hundred times in a day with ſame pious ejacu- 


K lations formed upon it; than to leave our 


thoughts at the mercy of all thoſe various tri- 
« fles, which may otherwiſe intrude upon us: 


«© the variety of which will be far from making 
_ © amends for their vanity®.” PT 


cen . day 


| intimated in the text: bo or theſe things may be very 
properly included under the exhortation, to be in 


< the fear of the Lon p all the day long.“ Religion 


| muſt accompany us through all the occurrences of 


the day. Our devotions, our buſineſs, our recre- 


ations, the providences of the day apd the moments 


of ſolitude muſt all feel its . 


= 


Thus, 1 my 1 Roads thus he it our aim to 


_ our Ine. my habitual A panel his 


A? 


85 Dr. Doddridge 's Riſe and 0 ch xix. 5 In, 


3 | * ; authority | 
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authority and acceptance, in every circumſtance, | 
muſt be meant by the expreſſions of © walking with 
God,“ of © ſetting the Loxp always before us,” 
add eſpecially by that of © loving the Loa p our 
God with all our heart, and ſoul, and mind, and 
« ſtrength,” Much might be ſaid to urge and 
recommend it. The conſtant inſpection and pre- 


ſence of his pure and infinite Majeſty; his conſtant 


friendly regard to us, a condeſcending regard for 
our welfare that runs through every day and every 
moment of life, doubtleſs demand of us a daily and 
hourly regard to his will and favour. But, 
Chriſtians, it muſt be left to you to feel theſe ob- 
ligations, and to make the happy experiment of 
their pleaſure and benefit. © O taſte and ſee, that 
the ways of the Lox p are good :” this courſe 
will conduce to the comfort and uſefulneſs of life. 
Purſue it with increaſing care and vigour ; yours, 
you will find, are the joys of benevolence and 
gratitude yours, afffictions ſoothed with the 
richeſt -conſolations—yours, the charms of an 
attractive model of pious virtue—yours, the 
pleaſure of an approving conſcience and an ap- 
proving Gop. Theſe delights and advantages 
will be concluded with the ſerene dignity and 
calm joys of peace and hope in death, and will be 
ſucceeded by the delights = glories of a n 
eternity Amen: | 
Es |  SER- 
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0 . AND SEE THAT THE LORD IS GOOD: 


BLESSED IS THE MAN THAT TRUSTETH IN 


1 8 
* ; GG ws $4 * 
” — 


ME ſcriptures afford us the cleareſt and 
ſublimeſt views of the divine perfections: 
but ak perfection, dwelt on with a peculiar em- 
phaſis, to which they again and again return with 
high ;delight, and celebrate in the nobleſt ani 
is EG of n by e ee 


rde Deiry himſelf "hs not cas diſplayed this 
attribute in a variety of the kindeſt effects; bur 
has, as it were, ſhowed himſelf anxious to give 
the fulleſt and moſt encouraging proofs of his 


„This diſcourſe was r at the funeral 41 a pious 
worthy young man, Mr, George Stone, who died of a 
lingering conſumption at the age of 25. 


IZ iid ih - great 


—_— Oy 
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great benevolence: that not any doubt or ſuſpi- 


cion of it might harbour in the human mind: 
that the ſoul might be ſweetly allured to the love 
of Gop : that our obedience might be our choice 


and pleaſure: and that the ſtrong and numerous 
evidences of his. goodneſs might ſerve as a gene- 
rous antidote to relieve the gloom and ſorrow, 
with which the evils of life might in any ſeaſon 


affect us, and as a foothing balm to heal the 
FR wounded with affliction and J ; 


The. as: chat this 8 divells in 
the Almighty, and reigns through all the deſigns 
of his government, is the ſpring of true religion 
and chearful homage : the foundation of calm 
repoſe and an incentive to ſteady confidence 
amidſt all changes and events, under every thing 
we feel and every thing we fear. How excel- 
< lent,” ſays the pſalmiſt, * is thy loving kind- 
< neſs : therefore the children of men put their 


* truſt under the ſhadow of thy wings.” And, 


in the text, O taſte and ſee that the Loro is 
good: bleſſed is the man chat truſteth in him.” 
In the words are two points. | 


Firſt, That Fe 3 of God renders 


L the condition of that man, who truſts in him, 


s Py 
" Seobhly. 


Secondiy. The pſalmif' s invitation Je 
and ſet the divine goodneſs. On theſe two points 


Lean nenen then *pply the words. ro the 


"Fit, 1 N ring 4 hn T6 of Gov 
dh the de e man, who ks in 


* eee n 263 
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[The lands | plaliſh ring cached 5 er- 
cious interpoſition of the divine providence for 
his ſupport and relief, under ſome diſtreſſing and 
threatning occurrence, takes oecaſion, from his 
own experience of the mercy. of Gon, to invite 
others to thoſe exerciſes of devout hope and con- 
fidence, which in his particular caſe had been ſo 

richly and ſuitably repayed. This invitation to 
taſte the goodneſs of Gop, is followed and ſup- 
ported by a general reflexion on the happineſs of 
thoſe Who truſt in him. The manner in which 

this reflexion is introduced, clearly points out 
the goodneſs of the Deity, as the ground and 
ſecurity, the ſpring and cauſe of the felicity of 
the man who confides in him. O taſte and ſee 
that the LoD e bleſſed is the man that 
- en in n] 
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. does not affright the ſoul: it is the everciſe of 
this amazing power and ſupreme authoriry; in the 
protection and: welfare of the creatures and ſub- 


jjects of the Great Loxp of All, that pleaſes and 


delights the heart, that encourages and attracts 
our hope towards him. Happy the man, whom 


theſe animating; ſentiments of the Deity teach to 
truſt in him, with a calm and full ſubmiſſion to the 
providence of the Almighty, and a ſteady, chear- 


ful application to his patronage and care. For 
the oh ene of Gop gra locurey to ar | 


»4# 8 * of I IF vc V3 


7 Compaſſion 44. a nas Kh to Sis | 
prayers.” This thought ſtems to have been par- 


ticularly in the pſalmiſtꝰs view; for, in verſes 4, 
15, 17, he expreſsly introduces it. 1 ſought 
* the Lorp and he heard me, and delivered me 
from all my fears. The eyes of the Loxp are 
upon the righteous; they cry,” and the Lonp 
* heareth them.” This thought, with a gk 
ful OY occurs in FO x6 end a 


[There are two, which le ſo cbewedyn to our 
notice, and which are ſo pregnant with comfort 


and peace, you will with pleaſure permit the re- 
collection. The firſt you find in 1 Pet. v. 7. 


« Caſting al your care upon him; for he careth 
& for you.” The other we meet with, Phil. iv. 
6, 1. Be careful for nothing: but 1 in every 


4 
a. 1 bs 24 cc « thing , 
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<« thing by prayer. and ſupplication; with thank 
giving det yqur requeſt. be made known unto 
4 Gop : and the peace of Gov, which paſſeth all 


«underſtanding, ſhall t your: pan and mind | 


95 
anne Ju5vs. $5290 1 hero 
e den 3 N Ar 


But no pallage gives us 4 mog cler or more 


affecting view of this thought, than the ſhort, but | 
convincing and endearing account of the com- 


paſſions of God, in Pſalm cu. 13. Like as a 
father pitieth his children; ſo, the Lon pitieth 


them that fear him,” . Parents, whoſe eyes have 
ſwelled with tears of tenderneſs, and vhoſe hearts 


have yearned with compaſſion over their ſick and 


languiſhing babes, haue in their own boſoms a 
pledge and ſpecimen of the tender mercies of our 


heavenly parent; who, with like pity, liſtens to 


every Hap 58 feels N n 9 his rational | 


t Ye MORA fiat 


- Tharthe Almighty beholds and 8 bim with 
pity, the devout man has no more doubt of, than 
he has of his wants and ſorrows. He knows that 
Gop is the author of all thoſe tender mercies, of 
which the human heart is ſuſceptible ; becauſe the 
human ſoul owes its exiſtence and all its capa- 
cities, to feel and ſympathize, to his power and 


PR” He knows, that G0 condeſcends to 


. | Provide 
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| provide food for iche fowls of the air, and to pte 


is, under ſome oppreſſive calamity; any good man 


* 


ſide over the fall of a ſparrow. He knoys, that 
Gov ſa a world ſunł into guilt and ſin, with ſuch 


warm compaſfion; chat he raiſed up that moſt 


glorious and excellent perſon. Jesvs CHS to 


labour, ſuffer and die for its recovery. He finds 
that his ſoul under every ſenſe of weakneſs, under 


every grief and fear, naturally, of its on accord, 
fends up its thoughts and wiſnes above; a ſtrong 
prefumprion, that Gov, who gave it this tendency 
to heaven for help, who teaches it thus to breathe 
after divine fuccour and protection, will befriend 
and viſit him with his tender mereies. The de- 
vout man further knows, that the Lonp of this 
and the other world will grant an exiftence in a 


furare and better ſtate: where there will be no 
ſorrow, nor pain; no difficulties to embarraſs, no 


fears to alarm. From all theſe principles he 
draws this cheering concluſion; that bis caſe 
whatever it is, is known, is commiſerated by Gop: 

a-concluſion that makes him happy in his own 


breaſt; for it often "ey Rad and Lions 


e load. 


"Wis Ju « not e i de be 6 3 


or gentle friend condeſcended to hear the painful 


tale of woe and bro, appeared to be touched 
with 


SERMON VIII. I55 
uith it, interrupted it with his'own tears and ſym- 
pathy; and afſiſted him to go through the piercing 
detail with words of conſolation, and offers of help. 
Nor if h 
weak as't 


x are), when ſtreaming out from the 


friendly or parental heart, communicate relief, 


nay, mingle pleaſures with our grief, and brighten, 


with a ſoft joy, the countenance bedewed with 


ſorrow; how happy is. the man, whoſe devour 
confidence moves the compaſſions of Gov ; com- 
paffions, which, flowing from infinite original 
benevolence, are full, rich and laſting. They are 
divine; the compaſſions of an r INE 
ever een parent and friend. 22588 


2 "The" Seeg c Gs n 8b . 


neceſſary aſſtance and ſupport to the man, who 
truſts in him: a circumſtance that renders his 


condition truly happy. The Loxp is nigh 


4 unto them that are of an upright heart; and 


( faveth ſuch as be of a contrite ſpirit. He 
« keepeth all their bones, that not one of them is 


« broken,” ver. 18, 20. The compaſſions of 


Gop are not vain and ineffectual, as thoſe of man 
too often prove. In our heavenly parent and 


friend unites every attribute, for the proper dif- 
play of his tender mercies: almighty power, 


warner — . energy, with 
i unerring 


uman compaſſions (partial, ſelfiſh and 
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wiſdom render him equal to the relief and 
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upon of all his creatures; various as are their ſu} 
caſes, numerous. as their wants, and, aggravated 55 
as their diſtreſſes. There is not a creature, there AT 
is not a place but what feels his ſupporting pre- = 
| ſence. Feng. he 75 9 * ny Look 5 
00 IM: cre WO him en ene ul EET of 
| © The Sm firength of Phe pu tag the 5 
- 8 and ſuccour of friends, and the proviſion yo 
which t the accommodations of life, and our ſhare 
of. earthly bleffings yield for our aſſiſtance and | 
ſupport, may do ſomething z may contribute much T7 
to ſooth our ſorrows and lighten our burdens, to my 
cheer and fortify the mind under gloomy ſcenes wm 
and threatning proſpects. But there are caſes 7 
and degrees of ſuffering, which theſe emof ente du 
ang reach or t 7 
70 5 of in one; a 5 TREK vs Seal wy 
parts; the {kill of the phyſician, and the power — 
of medicine fail; no ſoft attendance of friendſhip, : K 
no tears of love can ſooth the raging fever; days 
of languiſhing are ſucceeded by weariſome nights; 5 
every breath forces a groan; and profuſe ſweats 1 
haſten the decay of the emaciated frame. Here K 


human affeftion feels its weakneſs, and is diſtreſſed 
by its inability to communicate relief and 
T FEES . : _ ſupport: 


. p * 
WO . 5 2 * 4 ; J. > 4 ws 
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ſupport but here religious confidence diſplays i its 
triumphs, and reigns with the happieſt influence. 
Animated by its expectations from Gop, animated 
by the proſpects he unfolds and the conſolations 
he imparts through the goſpel, be ſoul is vigorous 
and healthy; notwithſtanding the pains and decays 
of the frail body; and frequently when faith and 
hope riſe high, the moſt diſtreſſing nights mes | 
been the beginning of keaven' to the 7 | 


0 4 vri4 76 1 
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Or, i in other inſtances, ihe care of our divine 
patron, to thoſe who take refuge i in his govern- 
ment and protection, is exerciſed in different 
methods: an unexpected turn is given to our 
affairs; unthought of ſteps or meaſures of con- 
duct are ſuggeſted; friends whoſe names a little 
before were unknown are raiſed up; new ſources 3 
of light, ſtrength and comfort are opened! So 
wiſely, ſo graciouſly does our heavenly Father at- 
temper our temptations and our vigour; and ſuit 
his communications to our wants. The ſalvation 
of the righteous is of the bees of . me is their 
A] in a time of trouble.” | 
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and from the compoſure and fleadineſs of his 


mind learn the happineſs of thoſe, who truſt in 


the Lond. The Loup is the ſtrength of i my 
life, of whom ſhall I be afraid. Though an hoſt 
< encamp againſt me, my heart ſhall not fear : 

< though war ſbould riſe up - againſt, me in this 
&« will I be confident. I will not be afraid of ten 
< thouſand of people, that have ſet themſelves 


d againſt me round about: Yea; though I walk | 


through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I 

« will fear no evil: Thou art with Me 3 thy rod 
and thy ſtaff, they comfort me.” Hear the 
triumph of the apoſtle. And he has ſaid unto 


| « me, my grace is ſufficient for thee, for my 
© ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs : moſt 


66 gladly therefore,” he adds, will I rather glory 
< in my infirmities, that the roy” of Cnxisr 


may reſt upon me. 


This privilege of divine ſuccour is not peculiar 
to a few eminent ſaints, It is ſecured to every 
devout man, to every one who truſts in the Al- 
mighty, by the faithfulneſs and promiſe of Gop : 


and it flows from his goodneſs, which is univerſal 


over all the works of his hands. Fear not,” ſays 


Gop to his ancient church of Iſrael; [a promiſe 
deſigned for the comfort of every individual, who 


| N that happy province of the divinecare,] 


& Fear 


for I am thy Gop: I will ſtrengthen thee , I will ; 


« help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteouſneſs.” Not leſs 
adapted to every caſe is the like enlivening 
declaration of the New Teſtament. *© Gop is 
« faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted 


« above that you are able: but will with the 
« temptation make a way for your eſcape, that 
« you may be able to bear. it.” Beſides theſe 


gracious: promiſes, in great condeſcenſion to the 


weakneſs of our minds, to the tenderneſs of our 


ſpirits, under circumſtances of fear and affliction, 
Gop the Father of mercies hath appointed Issus 
Cua lar to be our compaſſionate high - prieſt, has 


wür and commanded us through him to“ come 


boldly to the throne of grace; that we may ob- 


© tain mercy Apd to "_ WAVES | 


A of need,” 


Is not 2 _— bl jeſſed wu at; in 3 : | 
and whoſe hoſom is inſpired with theſe rational 


and animating proſpects and hopes? Wait then, 


firs ! on the Logo z diſmiſs. all apprenſions and 
fears, in every emergency take courage; and 


„be ſhall ſtreagehen thy heart; wait, ſay, on 
* the Loa”... It is another diſtinguiſhing ingre- 
dient and fayaurable circumſtance in the happineſa 
Ut i ES and 
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OED thoſe, who ek is in e en 
e e ent 1 


3. That, eee | 
| triumphant deliverance out of all their calamities. 


With this ſentiment is the text ee fen and 


e cottages: with it. i 


I The 3 of the SOT NG nd 
« about them, that fear him, and delivereth them: 


O taſte and ſee that the Lok p is good: bleſſed 


< is the man that truſteth in him. Many are the 
« afflictions of the righteous : but the Lon p de- 
< livereth him out of them all. The Lon p re- 
« deemeth the ſoul of his ſervants, and none of 
« them that truſt i in him ſhall be deſolate,” In 
common with the reſt of mankind, the beſt and 


worthieſt perſons meet with the evils and cala- 


mities, which are the expedient and uſeful * 
Pe of the . _ | 


All the ar. of U nature a be led every 


thing that relates to this world muſt change its 
nature, before the righteous can be exempted 
from che che diſadvantages: and diſtreſſes incident 
to this ſeene. The only diſtinction they can rea- 
ſonably deſire, and which, by divine confidence 
1 virtue, ey may amen lecuee, 

| bg 


| ſea 


di 
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is fortitude to ſuſtain, and wiſdom to improve 
their afffictions whilſt they continue: and, when 
they dayr anſwered the valuable purpoſes for 


which they were ſent, a ſeaſonable releaſe from 


them. This diſtinction and privilege, by every 
dictate of reaſon and by all the precious promiſes 


with which ſcripture OY they are * to 


e OP pn 


. fy 


The very zemipes anddipoſktions of their minds, 
towards the all-powerful and benign Sovereign of 


the world, is a token of good to them: a token, 


that the events of life have attained with them the 
great intention of that holy power, which over- 


rules all things; and therefore a token, that thoſe 


diſtreſſes which have produced a conformity and 
and fulbß ſubmiſſion to his government, will be 
removed. Having executed the errand on which 


they were ſent, as the meſſengers of pious wiſdom 


and the executioners of the divine corrections, 
they will be recalled. 


Many, I know, can confirm this reaſoning by 
their own obſervation and experience of the wiſ- 
dom and kindneſs of providence. They recollect, 
with ſentiments of wonder and gratitude, thoſe 
ſeaſons of life in which, when the threatning and 
diſtrefling proſpect of ſome calamity has impreſſed 
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them with a deep ſenſe of their dependence on 
Gov, and has brought their ſoul into a ſweet har- 
mony of reſignation to his will, as moſt wiſe and 
gracious ; then has'the gloom been ſcattered and 
the approaching evil been averted, though juſt 
ready to burſt on their heads with all its weight 
and ſorrow. Say, then, is not that man, with the 
utmoſt propriety, pronounced bleſſed, whoſe faith, 
reſignation and hope are indulged with the reward 
of ſtaying the hand of the reg 88 wag * 
e the evil wen n 


But thoſe ER? geleast with which 
they are by the over:ruling power of Gop viſited, 


bear no proportion to that complete and trium- 


phant redemption, which awaits them hereafter. 
Every releaſe, every mitigation of their trouble at 
preſent is a pledge of that pure and perfect re- 
covery and releaſe; in which their ſpirits ſhall 
- rejoice in a happier world. Let the fleſh with 
haſtening decay conſume; let the heart fail: ftill 
Gop is the ſtrength of their heart; Gop is their 
portion for ever. From circumſtances of the 
loweſt humiliation, from corruption and the grave, 
ſhall his voice call them to life, vigour and joy. 
His hand ſhall conduct them to the regions of 
peace and felicity, and his favour ſhall raiſe them 


to honour and. aces everlaſting. | 2 — 
There 
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Tbere the pate face, the languid body, the fee- 
ble joints, weak infancy, decrepit age, painful or 
pining ſickheſs, awakening fears and confuming 
cares will never be known. They ſhall no longer 
truſt the Almighty with wavering diffidence: no 
longer all dark ſuſpicions check the ardor of 
their hope: no longer ſhall ſighs interrupt their 
prayers. For all ſhall be light about them: every 
tear ſhall be wiped away from the eye; and every 
proſpect of evil ſhall be removed to an infinite 
diſtance from that bleſt abode: © There every 
thing will diſplay the power and excellency of the 
love and friendſhip of their Go. There every 
thing will contribute to eſtabliſh, improve and 
heighten their felicity and joy. Enraptured with 
the favour of the eternal father, and born away 
with the delight that flows inceſſant from the throne 
of Gop, they ſhall in a ſublimer ſenſe adopt the 
words of the Jewiſn church. Lo! this is our 
God, we have waited for him, and he ſhall ſave 
„us: this is the Load, we have waited for 


« him; We will be _ and * in his 
” FIR Coma 


v 
* 
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4; 


wo now bene ſhall we 1 to theſe dings 5 
8 thrice happy are they; whoſe hope is 
Rayed on the Lord their Gop ; whoſe ſoul truſts 
in him. "Wha ſhall theſe things have upon 
36 M 2 us? 
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vs? What bias 4 they give the mind? Do they 
not diſpoſe us to make trial of his loving kindneſs, 
and to put our truſt under the ſhadow of his 
wings? ? This leads me, | 


Secondly, © To o urge 5 invitation of the 
pfalmiſt. <« O taſte and ſee that the Logo is good.” 
Let me perſuade you to commit your ways to him 
and to put yourſelves. under his protection and 
care. Need I obſerve to this audience, who are 
favoured with a clear diſcovery of the terms of 
ſalvation, and the condition of eyery divine 
bleſing; that this confidence i in Gop, this gladen- 
ing experience of his mercy, is not the privilege 
of all men witHfout exception; not of all who 
may make their boaſt of 1 it, . venture to 2 70 a 
claim to it. | | 

The oſalmiſt himſelf, in a few-verſes after the 
text, has guarded his encomiums on the happi- 
neſs of a devout dependent on Gop from every 
abuſe, by a moſt awful declaration. The face 
« of the Loxpꝰ (ſays he, in contraſt to the happi- 
neſs of the righteous) © is againſt them that do 
„evil.“ And as he invites us to taſte the good- 

neſs of Gop, he has alſo pointed out the paths 
which are brightened with the love and crowned 
with the bleſſings of the Almighty. © Come ye 
5 85 | | children 


ca 
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„children, bearken unto me; I will teach you 
+ the fear of che Lon: keep thy tongue from 
« evil, and thy lips from ſpeaking guile : depart 
« from evil and do 504 ſeek peace and | 
« "one's it. we 


[On the e of theſe declarations of divine 
truth we' aſſert, that when the heart is corrupted 
with vicious affections, and the life ſtained 
with ſinful habits, to talk of our experience of 
the divine goodneſs is vile hypocriſy; and, 
without forſaking our evil ways and thoughts, 
to truſt in Gop is daring and dangerous pre- 
_ ſumption.” © To them who order their conver- 
« ſation aright, will the ſalvation of Gop be 
« ſhewn.” Every impenitent ſinner acts againſt 
God: is i not extremely inſolent and profane for 
ſuch to rely on the n of this N and 
holy r Pe ? ] | 


Ling then; firs ! deep repentance of heart and 
life, at the foundation of all your future trials of 


the divine goodneſs and care. Here begin to 
form and raiſe the habits of entire reſignation and 
chearful TE in his FRY and here . | 


— 


Your cotidition 3 is ſuch as needs this ſtay; ON 
calls for all the conſolations divine confidence s 


WJ. can 
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can. inſpire, and wants all the bleſſings it can 


yield. Infancy is helpleſs : youth is giddy : 
manhood is ſhort ſighted : and age infirm. Our 
capacities are limited; our progreſs in knowledge 
is flow ; our enquiries are purſued under great 
prejudices and diſadvantages; and many things 


755 lie beyond the ken of our ſearch. Numerous are 


the evils, againſt which we cannot, by any caution 
or prudence, provide: numerous are the cala- 


8 micies, which. ee we ee en 


* FO ches impairs our length; 
years enfeeble; riches are not proof againſt time 
and chance; men deceive; our worthieſt friends 
die and leave us. Our reaſon may fail us, or our 
health forſake us: it may be the intereſt of men 
to injure us; or poverty may render us forlorn 
and deſtitute. Fhrough negligence and falſe 
views, our duty is not known, or is forgotten; 
ſinful actions load the ſoul with guilt, and debaſe 
and pollute its heavenly powers; the maxims of 


the world pervert the judgment; and the in- 


fluence of example ſeduces the heart. Temp- 
tations aſſault with violence, and every ſtage of 
life is expoſed to them. We feel our condition 
to be indigent, liable to perpetual wants, and 
perpetual fears. And the conſtitution and frame 
of e ne and precarious: 


Our 


1 « 4AM 
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our expectations fail, and our joys deſert us; be- 
fides this, it is not the leaſt affecting proof of the 
weakneſz and. neceſſities of human nature, that 
death follows in the rear. Its ſtroke cannot be 
evaded ; but its approach is uncertain; its meſ- 


ſage is to. Ms Kae, i its en e | 


awful. 


] 


"Roma! 8 to hs 8 of Mercy, amidſt 


all theſe diſadvantages and, calamities, we know 


that his goodneſs i is a conſtant, ſupreme and uni- 


verſal ſource of hel p, comfort and ſtrength.— 
What wants ſo preſſing, which it cænnot relieve? 
What difficulties ſq great, out of which it cannot 


extricate us? What deſires fo large, it cannot 
ſatisfy ?. What bleffings too rich and valuable 
for infinite beneyolence to beſtow ? ? Ic will aſſiſt 
e ns | 


Need 1 then bes i 1 tunate with 8 


| his divine and gracious | protection 2 You feel 


your own indigence: you believe theall-ſufficiency 


and grace of Gop. Your own hearts, ſurely, with 
this conyiction, and this encouraging faith, make 
the application. « Otaſte and ſee that the Lozp 
« is gag. This friendly adyice of the pfalmiſt 


is the dictate of prudence 3 your neceſſities urge, 
as yqur happineſs invites, a ſubmiſſion to. it. — 
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that truſteth 1 in him. ; 
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Do not, I beſeech you, 'refiſt the call: embrace 


the offers of Gob's care with. thankfulneſs, and. 


experience for yourſelves, how bleſſed i is the man 


s £ 4. 
3 ” 


You have now heard an bumble! hide to 


illuſtrate, and prove the happineſs of this man 


from the very nature of his character and ſituation. 
But, dear firs, I have in my thoughts, and have 
lately had before my eyes, a more affecting, and 


a more ſenſible proof and infance of the happineſs 
of an humble oma on. Cor ; Providence 


1 * + 11 4 . 
a ? f Ws 1 13 14 * 


and care. 


Our Jeceaſed friend truſted i in hs Lono, and 
he was in the number of thoſe, who are bleft 1 in 
the conſolations of this divine truſt. He felt and 


exemplified the power of godlineſs: his regard 


for its forms was ſerious and regular. He was, 


notwithſtanding the remptations and ſnares of 


early life, remarkable for ſobriety of manners, 
and for integrity, diligence and fidelity in the 
diſpatch of buſineſs. His conduct ſecured him 


te confidence and reſpect of all thoſe with whom 


he had formed any connections; a proof that his 


pretenſions to piety were as ſincere and influential, 
as they were eminent. He did indeed ſerve Go 
and Jesus Cnxisr; and he felt much, very 


much 
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much of the en and ſatsfattions of "gb" 


1 the 12 5 7 


| Thug 4 fink and Webs cke, he very 
frequently expreſſed the ſtrongeſt perſuaſion of, 
and breathed forth his gratitude for the goodneſs 


of Go. The goodneſs of Gon was his repeated 


and conſtant theme. This very ſickneſs, painful 
and lingering as it was, he devoutly regarded as 
one inſtance of Gop's goodneſs to him, one of 


the greateſt mercies of his life. He had made it 


the buſineſs of his active days to ſecure his re- 

conciliation 'with Gop : the approach of death 

brought no terrors with it. He expected his 
death: he wiſhed for it, and talked of it with 


longing deſires, and ardent, Joyful hopes : he 


conſidered it, and ſpoke of it in this engaging 


and gladdening view, of going into the company 
and preſence” of his Gop and Redeemer. The 


acknowledgments of devout gratitude were the 
laſt accents; which his dying lips pronounced. 
In his expiring moments, When his weak frame 
had been torn with diffolving pangs, I cannot 
be thankful enough to Gop,” ſaid he, 155 


nn, his laſt. 


1 2170 28 


Ks 80 the one's was coming, when he 
could not with his on voice ſay any thing more 
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for Gop: he was deſirous of engaging the aſſiſtance 

of mine, which might alſo reach farther. He 
requeſted that his death might be improved, as 
an occaſion of addrefling you on the goodneſs of 
| Gov, and the happineſs of thoſe who truſt in him. 
He was ſolicitous to leave with us his dying teſti- 
meny to the excellency and importance of a 
godly, virtuous life, to the pleaſures of ſuch a 


cC.uourſe, and to the happineſs of thoſe, in particular, 


who in early years make Gop their portion. The 
dear, pious young man, whoſe remains are there 


_ encloſed®, being dead yet ſpeaketh: fpeaketh to 


you theſe chearing words. O taſte and ſee that 
the Logp is good: weird n the gran that 
"AWE Ut” 


"May 9 Gov af al 2 give you, wy young 
friends; may he give us all ears to hear, and a 
heart to feel this, his dying, admonition: that you 


may ſhare the happineſs he enjoyed; and that 


when. you come to die, you may leave the like 
honourable teſtimony. to the wiſdom. and felicity 


of a godly life, and er engaging. Ghar te. 


your weeping relations and friends, ee, 


| ure ese arc ring te in 
OO. ct BW 1.4) | 70 5 


! , * \ 8 ** 5 4 0 "> } 4 6 2 . 
* * 4 „ & tw 3. — . [4 . fy 14 ö . a7 5 4 
* . 
we - 
£44 % , 


E nk 4 © 


8 BN NM ON IX. 


Reflexions on the Death of Youth ob 


Luxk vii. 12. 

NOW WHEN HE CAME NIGH TO THE GATE OF - 
THE CITY, BEHOLD, THERE WAS A DEAD 
MAN CARRIED OUT, THE ONLY SON OF HIS 


MOTHER, AND SHE WAS A WIDOW : -AND 
MUCH PEOPLE OF THECITY WAS EAR. 


HEN this affecting occurrence | happened, 

our compaſſionate Maſter was entering 

a city called Naim. According to the account 

geographers give of the ſituation of this town, it 

was at ſome conſiderable diſtance from Caper- 
naum, where he had reſted the preceding night. 

The length of the journey, with ſome other eir- 

cumſtances, brought bim into the city towards 

the evening. Here he met a funeral, attended 
with evident appearances of peculiar diſtreſs and 


* This diſcourſe was e by the death of an 
amiable youth, Maſter Nathaniel Jeffries, * wan 


en ge Promiſing. 
reſpeR ; 
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reſpect; that ſerved to call forth his compaſſion 


and illuſtrate his divine power. © Behold ! there 
e was carrying out the corpſe of a youth: he was 


e the only ſon of his mother, and ſhe a widow.” 


It was followed by the afflicted woman, bathed 


in tears, and by a great | multitude of ſympathizing 


friends and acquaintance. 


[So tender a ſcene could not fail of touching 
the heart of the good Ixsus. He addreſſes the 
| diſtreſſed mother with a kind affection, and unſo- 
licited diſplays his ſincere compaſſion and ſacred 
energy; ſtopping; the bier, he ſays, with an ami- 
able modeſty and divine authority; Nvung man, I 
ſay unto thee, ariſe. Thoſe few words are no ſooner 
uttered, than the deceaſed youth ariſes and ſpeaks. 
Without ſhewing him round in oſtentation and 
parade, he immediately delivers him to his mother, 


to teſtify the generous pleaſure he took 1 in her 


— Joy. 


” 
. 2 

x 
= %. 0 


This avid wur in engaging exerciſe of our 
Lonp's character, both as to his power and good- 


neſs. The multitude of people, who conducted 


this corps to the ſilent repoſitory of the dead, 
prevents all ſuſpicion, that the youth was not 
dead; ſince to manage with ſucceſs a fraud, in 


which 0 > many muſt have been concerned, is 


abſolutely 
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abſolutely. impoſſible; The accidental manner, in 
which this funeral was met by Cnz1sr forbids 
any apprehenſion of a colluſion berween him and 
the "_ of * young man. 

* 2 4 * 

Though doubleb this, like the 8 
of our Lox o, was wrought to manifeſt the works 
of Gop: yet the humble and affectionate temper 
with which it was performed, leads us to admire 
the modeſty and humanity of CHRIST, no leſs 
than his power. Here are no pomp of words, 
no marks of vain glory, no deſire of amazing the 
croud; but all is conducted with an unaffected 
freedom and ſimplicity : his aſtoniſhing authority 
is ſoftened, or, as it were, veiled under the robe 
of humility and the condeſcenſions of the ſympa- 
thizing friend. Amiable ſpecimen this of the 
tenderneſs of our great Maſter, who learnt from 
being a companion in woe to be touched with a 
ſenſe of our-infirmities and to have nden 
thoſe n are e 1 Nb che 


And Alas! hi often are our foirits died ich 
caſes of diſtreſs, in one reſpect or other, ſimilar to 
that in the text. The death of youth, and of 
lovely and deſerving youth, is not an uncommon 
event. The different ſtages of human life fur- 
niſn out their ſeveral inſtances of that univerſal 

mortality, 
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blooming vigour. This law ſpares no ranks or 
difpoſicions : it gives not, to vice, a ſpace for re- 
pentance; nor knows how to indulge amiable vir- 
tue: with an undiſtinguiſhing and an unpitying 
eye, death ſeizes Abſalom aiming at his father's 
throne; and the ſon, the only ſon of his widowed 
mother. Aloſsof this kind is peculiariy deplorable; 
and if in any cafe we are able to ſecure others from 
going do vn to the grave, we ſnould be ready toexer. 
ciſe our healing power for thoſe, who are growing 
up the delight of their acquaintance, the hope of 
ſociety, and the joy of their parents; ſuch, whoſe 
dutiful affection was the ſupport of a widowed 
mother ; whoſe opening virtues revive in the lan- 
guor of our age the pleaſures and hopes of early 
life, and lead us in our warm proſpects to regard 
every ſuch youth as the future friend of religious 
liberty,” a bleſſing to the trading community and 
the good man. But the great Arbiter of life and 
death diſpoſes of them in a way very different; to 
what our partial views and blinded affections 


would dictate. In his unerring wiſdom, he takes 


away, by a ſtroke, the riſing ſupport of pious vir- 
tue, the hope of ſociety, and the parent's worthy 
darling. We cannot certainly penetrate into the 
deſign of theſe meaſures : but we ſhall more per- 
e know them e At preſent, whoever 

1 Wil 
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will conſider this fact; which is too evident not 
to be owned, and too diſtreſſing not to move our 
dender feelings; he wil, even, in this darlk ſtene, 
be able to trace out ſome e e e 
kindneſs and wiſdom of Go Al 


Fut Thie death Gf youth is ugreeabls to the 
method of the” divine government in ather-inftances. | 
Flowers, inſects and alt living creatures, with-the 
variety of their different ſpecies, are under the care 
of that umverſal Parent, whoſe inimitable hand 
paints the lilly, and whoſe condeſcending provi- 
dence watches the Tparrow's fall, We find that, 
with reſpect x0: trees and plants, a vaſt multitude 
of bloſſoms open and ſmile upon us, which fade 
and drop without giving any ether appearance of 
beavty;'and'frequtntly the louded: branches/are 
rehevet of a very conſiderable burden by winds 
or ſtorms, or by the quantity of their productions 
before they reach a ſtate of maturity and per- 
fection. Amongſt animals, great numbers never 
attain to the period of improvement and ſervice, 
for which their powers and conſtitution are adapted, 
burt are cut off while proceeding towards it: and 
periſh as ſoon as they begin to anſwer the purpoſe 
of their place in the creation. The fame failure 
prevails among our'own kind: numbers, ere they 
rg: into PR are ſent down to the regions 
5 | 3 
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where there is no work or device. The apparent 
in the latter, are both under the direction of the 
ſame infinite wiſdom, and the intention ii both 
may lie equally remote from our ſcanty views. : .. 


It is clear, that the fact, as ĩt takes. place with 
reſpect to rational beings, falls in with and pro- 
in very different degrees. Every youth removed 
from our world cauſes a diverſity af ſatisfactions 
in the condition of thoſe: with whom he is con- 
nected, and in the future exiſtence of ſome in- 
telligent creatures. His own rank and felicity in 
another life muſt be much affected by the untried 
ſtate of the capacities with which he enters into 
it.; by the attainments he has already reached i in 
knowledge and virtue, and by his exemꝑption from 
the ſnares to which a longer life. would have 
expoſed him. + The, preſent happineſs of his 
friends, their religious temper, and their con- 
ſequent ſhare in the bliſs of immortality will like- 
ee eee 8 bete ae 30 1 
| FI! * 12 #52 G : 

: The n af happineſs. in Farious 
1 while it evidently appears to be the deſign 


of the original ſource of life in creation and 
- 28 providence, 


" 
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providence, does not furniſh any juſt ground of 


diſcontent : ' unleſs it were a rati onal matter of 


complaint, that we were not placed in the higheſt 
rank of beings, and rendered capable of the greateſt 
felicity. Nay, we find the waſte of bloſſom and 
unripe fruit is even neceſſary to the maturity of 


the remaining fruit: not leſs expedient, perhaps, 


may it be, for the religious and moral improve- 
ment of the human race, that ſome ſhould fall 


ſhort of the perfection of grown men and be > 


nipped in their bloom, 


"Mn flirther Aale notice, that, in che Dinkins 
ſtate, no ſuch diſtinctions between men happen; ; 


as would be inconſiſtent with a ſtate of trial: but 


this would be the caſe, if virtue were to be at- 
rended with a redemption from the grave: or if 
the vigour of early years was to be proof againſt 
the arrows of death. This would encourage a diſſo- 
luteneſs of manners: that would make a ſeparation 
between the wicked and good, too glaring and 
overpowering: This would ſet the proſpect of 


death too far off, to affect youth: that would 


render its ſentence too diſcriminating, and lay too 
great a reſtraint upon our conduct. Either, ſo 
far from ſtrengthening, would weaken the ex- 
pectation of a future ſtate. On the whole, the 
a conſtitution, which involves youth with 
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advanced years in tlie ſame lot of mortality, ap- 
pears agreeable to other inſtances of the divine 
5 010.099 l e ee 21 


Seco, That hes 505 death of "IO is 
ſuited to teach parents many uſeful leſſops in an 
affecting manner. [Our buſy and inattentive 
hearts are too unapt to learn, and too ready to 
forget, the principles of religious virtue : even 
years do not always teach this wiſdom, Or when 
the parental authority is employed to inſtil them 
into the openingminds of our offspring, they come 
from us rather as words of courſe than as the ſen- 
timents of a deeply affected mind. Whulſt we 
are inctructors to them, we need their death to 
admoniſn and teach ourſelves. There are many 
truths nothing will ſo forcibly impreſs, as this 
—_— event. ] Wis 


When the lively circle of children and 51 


1 


is flouriſhing round our board, each word and 


action that betokens the opening virtues of hu- 


manity and piety, Kindles the expectation and 


brightens the proſpect of the dignity, virtue and 
uſefulneſs with which they will appear on the 
ſtage of manhood, comfort our declining age, 
maintain our name in the world, and by which 

we ſhall, as it were, live and flouriſh again. Let 
5 | Fe R the 


* 
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the night of. death caſt its dark veil over any one 
of —_ ornaments, of our family and houſe ; then 
we find how tranſient and vain are all the hopes 
that carth's, moſt pleaſing objects inſpire. Every 
beauty of perſon, every charm of growing life, 
which appeared to give firmneſs to our proſpects, 


ſtrengthens the conviction of their yanity. Our 


pleaſing thoughts are broken off : à coffin and 
a grave are the melancholy trophies of our diſ- 
teh ee. 5 


4 now Ks virtues, wih which they nk 
beget other and nobler views. We no longer an- 
ticipate the period, at which they would have ri- 
pened into manhood ; but dyell on that time, 
when inſtead of ſurviving in them, we ſhall go to 
their exalted and approved ſpirits: and ſhall receive 


to our embraces a glorified ſaint. Theſe new and 


heayenly hopes being raiſed in the parental breaſt, 
they now. more. ſenſibly feel, and more ſeriouſly 


think of, their own mortality. Their minds in 


theſe. moments, being converſant with ſome of 
the molt affecting ſcenes, contract a temper more 
ſuitable to their advanced years and the grave to 
which chey are haſtening. Such early exits can 
not fail to remind them of their own e 
der 85 1 
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Every time the image of the dear creature riſes 
to the memory, the impreſſion is renewed ; and the 
recollection of the awakening providence i is a con- 
ſtant monitor and warning to them, that their con- 
_ cluding days ſhould be more regular and ſpiritual, 


Bauch conviRtions, of the vanity of the world and 


the progrels of their days, diſpoſe them more to fix 
their affections on Gov, who liveth for ever: and 
to form expectations of happineſs from a being 


| whoſe favour and perfections can not diſappoint or 


fail. The heart becomes more diſengaged for his 

ſervice and love; and in the bitterneſs of their 

ſpirits they learn the value of a rational confidence 

towards him, who can be better to them than ten 

children; and who is diſpoſed to grant a name and 

an inheritance better than chat of ſons and 
daughters. 


And when, Chriſtians, you have felt the death 
of a lovely child exciting theſe intereſting leſſons, 
and begetting a firmer attachment to the greateſt 
and beſt of Beings, when you have experienced the 
gloomy ſcene to be ſo inſtructive and uſeful, have 
you not filenced every murmur, and acknowledged 
the reaſonableneſs of refignation and of being 
foothed by its influence? Finding that your loſs 
gave your ſoul a ſublimer direction to heaven and 
to an x: excrialſang portion, you have ſeen the 

wikom 


. 


a 


for an immature death. And they are warned not 
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wiſdom that viſited you with diſtreſs; and the 


goodneſs that mixed up the bitter draught. Hence 


acquieſcence in the divine will became a delight 
as well as a duty; and you have been ready to 
adore with thankfulneſs that heavenly parent, who 
removed from your ſight the object of your fond 
affection, in order to fill up the vacancy with an 


object who alone deſerves, and who alone can 


e the mo intenſe regard... 

This ſweet ſubmiſſion will. teach parents to be- 
hold with a more moderate, yet with a more rational 
and devout joy, their remaining comforts and ſur- 
viving children. This affecting memorial of the 


vanity of childhood and youth, and of the uncer- 


tainty of their lives, and the ſacred power of that 


divine affection with which their hearts now aſpire 


to Gop, will render parents not only better ſcholars, 
but alſo more improving inſtructors in the ſchool of 
wiſdom and virtue. They ought, and, by the grace of 


Go, they will become more affectionate monitors 


and more perfect models to the reſt of their off - 


ſpring. They will be anxious by the earlieſt im- 


preſſions of religion and goodneſs to prepare them 


to be ſo ſolicitous to treaſure up wealth for them 
whoſe only portion perhaps may be a little coffin 


and ſhroud, Now if theſe affections and reſolutions 


1 be 
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be formed, | if their cares and views are thus 
taught to flow in a purer channel; we ſee why the 
Sovereign of life calls parents to the tender conteſt 
of leaving their blooming delights in the grave.— 
But this diſpenſation has alſo a a moral aſpects wok more 
| extenſive nets wee _ NS 2 k 
Thirdly, The PARA of 1 lits an apparent 
tendency to leave the beſt conviction on the minds 


F all. Who (according to the hiſtory in the text) 


can make one in the funeral of the only ſon of a 
widow, without being conſcious to the tender 
overflow of pity and compaſſion? By ſuch 
affecting ſcenes are the emotions of benevolent 
ſympathy excited and improved: we are prompted | 
to pour the healing balm of conſolation into the 
wounded heart, and with a gentle hand to wipe off 
the tears from the declining head of age; when 
perhaps no ſon, or child, ſurvives to perform the 
kind office. Hereby ſcopeis given for the duties 
of humanity; our acquaintance is increafed with 
the principles of conſolation and the profpedts, 
which immortality unfolds. The fortitude: and 
reſignation, with which we ſee the pious parent 
meets and ſupports ſo heavy an aMliftion, ſenſibly 
touches us with the excellency of his faith, and 
the happineſs of his holy attainments. An 
| a ſo tried ſhows the * of religion, 
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en follow, Gr 0 a ee Was: 3 
beauteous, ſprightly and gay. The fair and en- 
gaging form is now a ſprctacle too diſguſting to 
be expoſed to view: the youth whoſe out ward 
graces and mental charms, a few days ſince, pleaſed: 
every eye, and enlivened every heart, is now the 
companion of worms. Where ſhall we learn the 
vanity and uncertainty of life, if not taught it by 
the grave of the young? The hoary head, which 
the weight of years lays in the duſt, may remind 
us of the ſhortneſs! of life, though it attains its 
longeſt date: but he only, who dieth in the morn- 
ing of his days, teacheth us, that whilſt . all feſh 

« is graſs 3 all zhe glory and ee 
e N A : 

* lee the We at. and the 
glowing colours fade away on the withering buds 
are you not inſtructed in the importance of turning 
to objects, that will encourage a firmer expectation 
and more lafting hopes. You are ready to own 

that all the proſpects raiſed by the vigour of youth 
the ſtrength of an unimpaired conſtitution, and 
the earlieſt habits of ung are ere winden 

8 " * 


* 
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Lou find by theſe inſtances of mortality; that 
the continuance of the human race, the intereſts 
of communities, and the preſervation of the church, 
depend not on the will and life of man; but on 
the agency, preſence and will of GOD : Who is 
pleaſed to remove the moſt flouriſhing hopes of 
families, of towns, andof the evangelical kingdom; 
that we may learn not to truſt in ſons and daugh- 
ters, and the moſt promiſing children of men: 
for their breath goeth forth, they return to the earth, 
and that very day their thoughts, and all the 
pleaſing ſchemes connected with their life, periſh 
in the regions of forgetfulneſs and inactivity.— 
Hence we learn the triumphant accent of the 
apoſtle with reſpect to every intereſt, we account 


dear and valuable, and particularly the preſerva- 


tion and advancement of the Redeemer's king- 
dom: “I know, whom I have believed; and I 
« am perſuaded, he is able to keep what I have 
te committed to him n that * 


When you are called to wear whe ni of 


= mourning for thoſe, who had not advanced nigh . 


ſo. far in life as yourſelves; for thoſe who 
juſt begun to live for any valuable purpoſe, 


when they were ſummoned to die, will you pre- 


ſume on vigour and bloom: preſume to forget 
your own death; or to. boaſt on length of years? 
Rather, 


* 
„ •7— \ 1 1 
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Rather ĩt is ſo juſt, ſo natural, ſo momentous a pur- 
poſe you ſhould reſolve to repair the loſs ſuſtained 
in their departure, by the vigorous employment 
of your riper powers; and by all the generous 
and noble ſervices of a pious manhood. Let not 
this loſs be aggravated hy our criminal neglect of 
life; by our abuſe of the continued gift of hea- 
ven. Let us be according tg our ſphere, what 
the riſing ſupports. of virtue; happineſs and the 
church, promiſed to haue been. Be it to our 
honour and the felicity of others; that our days 
vere not cut off in the midſt,” Knowing not, 
how ſoon the graves may be · ready for us alſo; 


let this redouble our diligence and zeal. Such 


ſentiments, ſo ſuitable to the diſpenſation we are 
conſidering, eſpecially become them: who are 
7 r This:leads. me; 00 
obſerve/, r 
Fourthly, That the removal of youth by an 
untimely death teaches, in an aweful manner, the 
importance of early piety. Remember, ſays So- 
lomon, thy Creator in the days of thy youth: 
<« whilſt the evil days will not come. I would 
now take occaſion to ſay, remember thy Creator 
in the days of thy youth, for theſe days, to many . 
of you, may never come, to afford you the leaſt 
opportunity for repentance. I ſay not this on 
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the authority of my own judgment: thethickſer 
and returning monuments of youth's' mottality 
fay this: your own” minds and fears preach” this 
— ei Mug 2 20R 373 65. 12 4 e oh 
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by the nature of the caſe: that in your ſtage 
«'of kife, chances multiply upon you: the ſeeds 
« of diſorders are ſown by neglect; not to men- 
« tion mtemperanice : infectious diſtempers are 
more eaſily contracted; when contracted, rage 
„With greater violence; and the ſueceſs in many 
Aer ir more Wabefet; ismuck Gt they 
ho have exerciſed themſelves in computations 
«of this kind, tell us that one half of che ſpecies, 
ho are born into the world, go out of it again; 
ce and are all dead in ſo ſhort aTpace, as We hrft 
„ ſeyenteen years*.” “ 10 6 | 
Some aweful inſtances of the truth of theſe re- 
marks have lately fallen under our notice. Tou 
enn de O erlbb thoſe badges oF mobrning, in 
which many of us are arrayed. Jou have not 
ſo Won forgotten your on reflexlons on the 
melancholy occaſion. -You have thought” with 
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viſit from the king of terrors, and next fall vic- 
tims to his ſentence, young and healthy as you 
find you are. Theſe things being freſh in your 
memories, do not think- it harſh in we, to read 
you a lecture of death and eternity. It would 


be ſtrange and unkind, in my apprehenſion, did 
I not join in with your own reaſenings ro*eounte- 


nance and ſtrengthen them. They are reaſonings 


ſo proper and uſeful: I would wiſh you to retain 
a conviction of them! May the Great Father 
of our ſpirits engrave n on Fyour hearts, de 
the egg EET 2 5 
2 
They Wah you the E the TR 
lency, nay, the neceſſity of religion in perſons of 


your age. They urge an immediate attention, 


and an immediate regard to the concerns of eter- 
nity. When you think on the dead; eternity no 
longer appears remote and diſtant. In this view 
various are the inducements, which preſs you to 
mind the one thing needful. Tour early piety 
may be of infinite, it is certainly of vaſt conſe- 
quence. If your exiftence be lengthened out 
through future years; each year will be a glorions 
addition to the ſervices, bliſs and honour of a wor- 
thy and uſeful life. If your ſtrength be weakened 


by the way: "how gladdening is it to think, that 


1 858 enter into the future regions and appear 


at 
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at the bar of Gop, with all the pecular graces of 


early wiſdom and goodneſs : that each-friend of 
virtue, with your afflicted parents, will drop the 
tear of affection over your grave: and that the 
memory of your growing virtues will live in their 
| W to dec their ne and to- e 


3 exit you are ſenſible will pierce them 
through with bitter ſorrows. You, would not 
certainly run the danger of heightening their ago- 
nies by a vicious courſe. Duty and honour re- 
quire a different conduct of you; they require 
you to be pious and good betimes, that you may 
thus. lay the foundation. of a valuable life, or of 
a comfortable death: a death comfortable to all 
that love you, and Pregnant: with everlaſting } Joy 
to o yourſelves, : 


As . che names of your companions and 
acquaintance, that have left us (ah! too, too ſoon 


for our wiſhes, but not too ſoon for their glory); 


as long as their names continue dear to you, you 
will not want a monitor to religious virtue. Fol- 
low their ſteps ; ſurpaſs them in their excellencies: 
in no very diſtant period you ſhall renew friend- 
ſhip with their good ſpirits, without being ever 
again called to the painful office of aan them 

to 
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to their graves: an office not known in that 
world, where the vigour of youth for ever blooms. 


The mention of their W e me to 118 
ſerve | in + the | 


Fifth FS That this is diſpenſation; s whi G 


removes prom iſing youth by death, is certainly to 
their advantage. ¶ When parents ſee the enliven- 


ing object of their deareſt regard ſinł into the 
grave; they may be ready to wiſh that the ſame 
powerful friend had lived in their days, and by his 
almighty compaſſion had appeared for them, as 
for the diſtreſſed widow, when he ſpoke her only 
ſon to a new intercourſe in the ſervices and joys 
of a FTecovered _ and n 


The Father, he; deck in kim a by 


whom he performed his great works, is indeed 


preſent, with his univerſal energy and authority, 
governing all things in heaven and earth. 


They, whom Canis r reſtored from the dead, 


during the period of his viſible miniſtry on 
earth, were ſpecimens of that kindneſs and 
power; which preſide over death and the 
unſeen world. Delightful aſſurance! That 


Gop and Father of all, who by the miniſtry of 


Car1sT turned the ſorrows of a. weeping * widow 
into a torrent of joy, is near to watch the laſt 


groan . 
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groan of departing worth, and to rk ans Wiſer 
| TO NOOR ERS 


* 2 3 15 the pai a iy — * of their 
growing up the ornaments and ſupports of religion 
and bleſſings to the world are vaniſned. But 
then a proſpect, with reſpect to them, more cer- 
tain. and not leſs gladdening, ſucceeds. If you 
deſired to ſecure; their piety, and fix their happi- 
neſs, it is done. They have reached that ſtate ; 
where no ſnares can ſeduce, no miſtakes injure, 
and no griefs aſſail them. Not to ſay, you can not 
now meet the bitter diſappointment of ſeeing 
them fall victims to human folly, vice and miſery: 
they have eſcaped the dangers, to which your 
partial fondneſs and blinded views expoſed 
them. And they have been taken hence by an 
heavenly Father; who, by the nobleſt culture, 
will ripen their faculties and virtues, who will en- 
rich them with the moſt valuable poſſeſſions, and 
who will call them Forth, to fubliuer 1 more 
eee v itt 20, ie e ani 


Tie die laienelich 8 
the bloom of youth, only removes the plant to an 


happier ſoil and calmer climes. The tender fears, 


with which its growth would haye been watched 


are ee for the certain proſpects of its 
FE Aouriſhing 
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fouriſhing, i in the:paradiſe of Gon, The beſt 


wiſhes, you could form for them, will be accom- 
pliſhed, without any further intervening tempta- 
tions and hazards. And how Painful ſoever, in 

one light, may be their ſudden death: as the ſure 
pledge of their glory and felicity, i it ſhould be re- 
garded with a joyful ſympathy. In the moment 


they laid aſide all title to the inheritance. you in- 


tended, them; they became ſecure of a more glo- 
rious inheritance. Such an happy aſpect has the 
removal of amiable and deſerving ck on 28 
own fate and felix N 


1 Ie with the Camas conſiderations of, " 


its good tendency; to inſtruct and improve the 
world, parents, and youth by impreſſing in an 
affecting manner, a variety of important leſſons, 
is ſufficient to convince us; that Gon is both wiſe 
and good, when he numbers our on * 
vin n „ - at SE 
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clufion of this diſcourſe. . The ſubject has un- 

doubtedly raiſed many a diſtreſſing and ſerious 
thought in all of us. It is the intent of the dis 
penſation, we ate conſidering, to excite ſuch, and 


and it will be our wiſdom. to indulge them. It 


in a very — and uſeful event; when che 
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growing expectations of a family, of ſociety and 
the church are buried in the duſt: not to learn 
the leſſons ſuch a providence reads, is to aggravate 
the affliction, and to y_ to it the heavier ent of 


an unteachable mind. e N. 
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__ "Parents g with chile Senn Would 
moſt readily apply the balm of wiſdom to ſooth 


and heal their hearts; that whatever they have 


loſt in an hopeful child, may be repaid in the ſen- 
timents” of refignation, piety and morality : by 
which it forms their tempers and lives. Youth 
ſhould learn, from following the amiable com- 
Panions and objects of their friendſhip tothe tomb, 
to conſider their own latter end. Let us all learn 
the vanity of the world, the uncertainty. of life, 
and the principles of divine confidence and 
truſt. CCC 1 
Thus improved the death of lovely and 
promiſing vouth will become very uſeful. The 
Great Governor of the world having ſeen fit to cut 
off, immaturely, the growing inſtruments of ſer- 
vice, does « even by this OP reader them: 'ruly' ſer- 
words alia deeds" as Is would fondly imagine, 
bur, by their dying breath to be the ſolemn moni- 
tors ed — and the ſuccelsful Preachers: of 
2 ; virtue. 
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virtue They depart, to beget the ſpiritual life 
of ſome andi to improve that of many. Being 
dead; they. ſpeak the moſt intereſting truths, and 
promote pur trueſt welfare by the lectures which 
their graues read. ; Dig ebo une £5: 0) 
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Oh! may it "i our care 20 ies the defign of 
their removal] may the deſolation of your houſes, 
my dear friends, be always ſo inſtructive! then joy 


will mingle with all your ſorrows, and even from 
your dying bloſſoms fair and nouriſhing fruit will 
ſpring up. May the children who ſurvive after 
ſuch melancholy breaches, be thoſe friends of Gop, 
thoſe. patrons of religious virtue, and thoſe bleſ- 
ſings to the world, which you imagined the de- 
ceaſed were growing th to be 


Be it your concern and ambition, my young 
friends, that the loſs, we bewail, ſhould not be im- 
bittered by your folly and vice. Our affection to 
you prompts us to pray, that you may be num- 
bered with you companions, and mingle your 
duſt with their precious remains, rather than you 
thould live to become the votaries of fin, and to 
diſappoint our virtuous hopes. 


And may parents, through the tears, with which 
they mourn for their offspring, read the will of 
O | Gov, 
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God, who directs the fatal arrow; of that God, 
who gave his beloved Son for us, and takes away 


our ſons and daughters to draw us to the enjoy- 


ment of himſelf, as the everlaſting portion of our 


fouls. Each virtuous and amiable child removed 
hence, has added one further charm and joy even 
to paradiſe itſelf.— And affords to us all a very 


uſeful ſpectacle, to warn us; How to live and 
; how to die, May Gop make us all good 


fcholars. Amen. 


Py 
| 4 


Youth reminded of the Connexion between 


the Conduct of Man in this Life and his 
Condition in a future State. 


Gal. vi. 7. 
BE NOT DECEIVED: GOD IS NOT MOCKED : 


FOR WHATSOEVER A MAN. SOWETH, THAT 
SHALL 1895 ALSO REAP. 


IEN in FRI ſeem 1 and overlook - 


thoſe true and important notions of human 
life, which are founded in reaſon, and are every 
where taught in the ſyſtem of revealed truths, — 
They do indeed (to allude to the text) regard this 
life as the ſeed time: and here alſo they reap 
their harveſts. But what is the ſeed ſown by 
them ?—Luft, avarice, and ambition. And what 
are the fruits they gather in Nee . 

wealth . e. 


Theſe ; are ei and labours very Kiſer 
from what become them, as men and Chriſtians, 
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As ſuch it becomes them to ſow right affections, 
holy actions and good habits. In a future world 
is the harveſt to take place. When immortality 
will pour in upon them its joys or ſorrows. This 
is the ſcene of virtuous trial and exerciſe ; that of 
reſt and reward. And conſequently on the im- 
provement, or neglect of the preſent ſtate depends 
our lot and portion hereafter. The words I have 
read, hold forth theſe truths. * Be not deceived ; 
© Gop is not mocked : for whatſover a man 
** ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” 


"Theſe are ſentiments of the greateſt weight.— 
Truths' which none but the wicked can doubt : 
none but the abandoned would deſpiſe : and 
Which the moſt ſubtle cannot demonſtrate to be 
ES falſe. , May we feel their certainty and moment. 
They concern us, what ſtation ſoever we fill up, 
or what period ſoever we have attained to in life. 
I would. with to make youth ſenſible of them; 
and to leave on their minds, in particular, a deep 
conviction. of the tendency of their conduct 
through life ; and of the connexion between their 
behaviour 1 in this with their condition in-a future 
world. An early and ſtrong perſuaſion of this 
ſentiment promiſes to have a very happy effect in 
fixing the good principles already received, and 
in forming their future manners. Indulge me 

then 
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men with your candid attention and hunible 


prayers, whill * attempt t to prove to you, | 


1 


„ 


Firſt, ; » hat there i a certain and inſeparable 
connexion between the conduct of men here and 


” 


their ſtate hereafter, | Ang then ſhew You, EO 
/Secndly," That they who hope to wa 
miſery" or enſure happineſs' in oppoſition to this 
eſtabliſhed order of the divine government, do 
only deceive themſelves to their deſtruction.” 
Firſt, I am to prove; that there is 4 certain 
and inſeparable connexion between the conduct of 
men here, and their condition hereafter. © Be not 


« deceived ; Gop is not mocked: for whatſoever 


* a man erh that ſnall he alſo reap. He that 
« ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap cor- 
eruption: but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall 
«of the ſpirit reap life everlaſting.” i. e. He 
who is now holy, ſhall in a future ſtate be happy : 

he, who is now ſinful, ſhall then be miſerable. — 
Goodneſs and life, vice and deſtruction are in- 
ſeparable : they naturally flow from one afiother*: 
and the ſentence of Goy's tribppal will eſtabliſn 
this connexion for ever.” TO impreſs this truth 
| on our r minds we will, Bas TINO" £8 eng 
- BROT, © 3 | 1. Begin 
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1. Begin with the proof of it from analogy; 
or from what takes place in the natural and material 
world. With reſpect to the fruits of the earth, 
the ſeaſons of the year, and the changes of 155 
weather from the ſame cauſes conſtantly flow the 
ſame events and effects. Do men gather grapes 
of thorns or figs of thiſtles? The grain ſown in 
the earth produces, regularly and at the like pe- 
riods, fruits of the ſame kind with what was 
ſown. The different ſeeds of plants, herbs and 
flowers. uniformly grow up, bud and flouriſh in 
the different ſeaſons and in the reſpective manner 
of their ſeveral ſpecies. Summer and winter, 
ſeed-time and harveſt, day and night conſtantly 
ſucceed each other; and, without any variation 
or confuſion, bring about the events ſuitable to 
their proper times and ſeaſons. The kind in- 
fluence of the ſun and the return of fair weather, 
never fails to be beneficial to the growth and ma- 
turity of vegetables. Storms and hurricanes, 
thunder and lightening, are always followed with 

ruin, devaſtation and horror, in proportion to 

their vehemence and duration. Indeed all things 

in the material world conſpire with exquiſite 

exactneſs, to produce the moſt proper and 
| regular eſſects. Since God has eſtabliſhed 

i _ an order and dipoßon in the natural 
„ . | world: 
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world: is it not probable thaf he has appointed 
the ſame orderly connexion of things in the moral 
world? Doth this connexion in the former caſe 
ſubſerve the purpoſes of growth and uſefulneſs, 
contribute to the beauty of the creation, and ſhow 
forth the wiſdom of the Almighty Creator and 


Governor? Would not the ſame beauty, wiſdom 


and uſcfulneſs be illuſtrated and diſplayed i in the 


government and treatment of rational creatures, 


by a like regular and invariable diſpoſition of 


cauſes and events? Shall harmony, exactneſs, 


and certainty be conſpicuous in the inanimate and 
leſs noble part of the creation? and ſhall the moral 


and more excellent part be left expoſed to diſor- 


der and confuſion without any certain connexion 
and correſpondence « of events ? Surely . we can 


not think ſo: and then it will indubitably follow, 


that whatſoever a man ſowerh that ſhall he: alſo 
" reap.” This truth may be confirmed, 


2. By an v appeal to every man's conſcience. Let 
me aſk, who can diſpute the real and intrinſic 
difference between actions and affections? Who 
can affirm. that piety, humility, meekneſs, juſtice 
and temperance. are the ſame with profaneneſs, 
pride, wrath, injuſtice, luxury and drunkenneſs? 
Who can deny that the former are lovely, rational, 
and uſeful? and that the latter are odious, oppoſite 

O 4 ta 


——ů x ů — 7 


— oem oe 


———— — ——— + 


—— 44 imqL— — 2 


5 1— 
— — PH 

—— X06 TEC... a — — 

— _—_— — ” 


— — 
4 ODT > —— — 


— 


17 
7 


— 


— — 


— 


— 


4 = 
—— ͥ SH Eu eg —— — — : - OR Z iO. "EEO e. 
— — — — — — — — — 
— - 


202 SER MON. 4 


to our rational conſtitution, and injurious to ſo- 
ciety, to our bodies and our ſouls? And if 
every one muſt confeſs the real and unchangeable 
difference between good and evil: let me aſk who 
can deny, who dare diſpute that theſe actions and 
affections will be followed with different conſe- 
© quences according to their different natures ?— 
What is lovely and rational can never produce 
the ſame effects with what is See and ir- 
rational. | 
Let every one aſk himſelf, what he indeed thinks 
vill be the conſequence of his actions? and every 
one's conſcience will tell him, that piety and virtue 
will certainly inſure peace, happineſs and glory ; 
and that ſin and wickedneſs will as certainly be 
followed with uneaſineſs, miſery and ſhame. And 
let every one aſk himſelf further, whether he can 
really, only for the ſpace of one day, be firmly 
and ſoberly eſtabliſhed in the belief of the con- 
trary? When his luſts, paſſions and ſins incline 
him to ſuppoſe that no diſtinction will be made 
between the good and bad ; doth not the oppoſite 
ſentiment recoil and force itſelf upon his mind ? 
And though he may choke it with cares, or - 
drown it with the intoxicating cup for a time, 
can he entirely get rid of it? Poth it not ſtill ad- 
here to him? In his cool hours, i in calm retirement, 
under 
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under affliction or in the view of death, doth he 
not feel its power; mai al not own and con- 

feſs its trath 7? 4 


What is the meaning of thoſe thre ws and throbs 
of an accuſing conſcience ? - What is the cauſe 
of thoſe fears and terrors, with which the wicked 
is haunted for actions to which no one is a 
witneſs, and for the thoughts which no eye can 


diſcern? Do they not forbode ſome future ac- 


count, ſome conſequences, he does not expect will 
reſult from them at preſent, but which will take 
place in another world? In a word, let any one 
ſay, whether fin and iniquity can wholly root out 
the perſuaſion'of this truth, that wharſoever a 
© man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap ?* If nor, 
every man has, in his own boſom, a conſtant and 
indiſputable proof of the inſeparable connexion 


between his preſent conduct and his future con- 


dition. To proceed, 


3. This truth may be argued, from the preſent 
immediate conſequences of piety and virtue, ar of 
fin and folly. What are the natural and genuine 
conſequences of juſtice and integrity, but repu- 
tation and credit? What the effects of ſobriety 


and chaſtity, * but health and 'vigour of body? 


What the fruits of meekneſs, benevolence and 


charity, 


* 
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charity, but the eſteem and affection of others? 
Of humility, devout reſignation and pious grati- 
tude, * inward n ſatisfaction and peace? 


On the contrary; eie and n produce | 
want of reputation and confidence: impurity and 
drunkenneſs cheriſn diſeaſes and pains: avarice 
and uncharitableneſs entail on, us hatred, and 
provoke the curſes of the fatherleſs and widow : 
uneaſineſs, the dominion. of turbulent paſſions, 
heart-gnawing grief, an enemy of all enjoyment, 
are Hm conſequences of pride, anger and diſcon- 

divine entertainments, animated hope and 

| e joys now flow from religion and goodneſs: 
the reproaches of conſcience, ſhame, diſgrace and 
fear are now the effects of fin and vice. 


If theſe things take place in this ſtate of im- 
perfection: if ſuch be the method of Gop's 
judicial government in this world, how conſtantly 
and invariably will theſe things take place in a 
more perfect ſtate ? How much more clearly 
will the fruits of vice and virtue appear to be 
_ happineſs and. miſery on a day of retribution, 

If fuch be the connexion of actions and events, 
of the habits of goodneſs or of fin. with bliſs or 
infelicity at preſeat : from whoſe will does this 
— but from the will of the Great 


Governor 
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Governor of the Univerſe ; who hath fixed this 
ſucceſſion of things, and hath thus ſhewn his diſ- 
like to fin and his approbation of holineſs : who 
thus appears at preſent on the fide of virtue: 
and therefore we may expect will hereafter, more 
gloriouſly, more awfully, and conſpicuoully ap- 
es to reward om and pounds {da 


[Piety 0 virtue, ſin * wickednels are con- 


nected with bliſs and woe even in this ſtate: but 
this is not a finiſhed ſtate : therefore this ſcheme 


of government will be carried on to greater. 


perfection in another: where conſequently. the 


diſtinction between goodneſs and iniquity will be 


more completely eſtabliſhed and more evidently 
regarded. So that whatſoever a man now ſows; 
he ſhall reap then,] This is clear, 


4. From the perfections of Gop. He hath a 
perfect knowledge of the various actions and 
different affections of every being: ſo that no 
ignorance can miſlead his judgment, and no art 
can conceal us from his notice. He is a Being of 
perfect rectitude, always doing what is right and 


fit. He myſt treat his creatures and ſubjects 


therefore according to their different tempers and 

characters: being infinitely holy in his own na- 

ture, he can approve of none but the holy and 
virtuous: 


206 SERMON, X. 


virtuous: theſe only can he reward, and others 
he will ene according to their demerits. 9 
To ſuppoſe the contrary, is to entertain the 
moſt injurious and diſhonourable apprehenſions 
of the Great Gop; it is to deſtroy his moral 
character and to efface from men's minds all true 
notions of him. If we preſume on the mercy of 
our heavenly Father, that he will be prevailed 
on t6 neglect the diſtinction between virtue 
and vice, in his final dealings with his creatures, 


we form a falſe and deceitful apprehenſion of 


his mercy: for as only things poſſible are the 
objects of power; and things fit the objects 
of viſdom; ſo Gov's mercy can be extended 
to none but to thoſe who are the proper objects 
of it: amongſt whom the impenitent can not 
be reckoned: having not only violated the 
law of Gop, and affronted the divine govern- 
ment, but perſiſted alſo in ſuch a courſe to the 


[The Almighty muſt either ceaſe to be 
righteous and holy; or he will reward holineſs 
and puniſh ſin: as to the firſt, to aſſert it is 
blaſphemy; and that it ſhould take place, is 
impoſſible: the ſecond is therefore certain, and 
it Wen „ that he who ſoweth tö the fleſh, 

| 17 * ſhall 


$6 


£6 
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“ ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption: but he that 


6. ſoweth to the ain grey the 8 reap: life 
6c e 1 td 

255 e eee. tbe Sink 1 
and 7p ry affords another evidence of the ſame 
truth. The apoſtle founds it on the ſame prin- 


ciple. Rom. ii. 6. God,“ ſays he, will render 


to every man according to his deeds: for with 
« him, there is no reſpeCtof perſons.” The Great 
Gop looketh not on the outward appearance, but 
looketh at the heart. He regardeth not the ex- 
ternal diſtinctions of wealch or rank, or beauty or 
wiſdom, , No. profeſſions of religion, no often- 
tations. of piety and virtue can affect the proceſs 
of his bar. Neither can any rewards bribe him 


from the exerciſe of ſtrict. aliens. He taketh no 


SiS 8 TY; 


— — 


eee, 


His 0 and . ins hin 
any ſuch influences. He is infinitely happy, in 
himſelf, With the cleareſt diſcernment doth he 
penetrate into the nature and value of every claim 
to his favour. | And the equity of his tribunal, 
of its enquiries, laws and deciſions reſults from 
the infinite rectitude which he poſſeſſeth. Poor 
and rich are equally the work of his hands; the 

| fornier cannot eſcape, his notice; nor are the 
perſons 
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perſons of the rich great in his view. They whoſe 
rank and ſtation, whoſe wealth and power may 
command the homage of the lip, and the bending 
knee from them who deteſt their actions and 
deſpiſe their characters, ſuch muſt not expect or 
hope for any regard, on theſe accounts, at the 
bar of Gep. Titles, eſtates and honours have 
no power in the court of heaven; unleſs to ag- 
gravate the crimes and to increaſe the puniſh- 
ment of thoſe who have poſſeſſed and abuſed 
them to pride and intemperance, e and 


Leet us attend to this, and it will allen it will 
prevent thoſe impreſſions in favour of iniquity 
and fin; which the examples of the great wicked 
have too powerful a tendency to leave on the 
mind. In a word as there is no reſpect of per- 
ſons with Goy, let this truth be ever remembered; 
that nothing but real holineſs, the practice of 
virtue and ain 3 will avall us wy 

my at LY „ 


„ 


PY and Laſtly. This is the doarine of many 
paſſages of boly writ. - It is expreſsly contained in 
the text: and is not leſs plainly and ſtrongly aſſerted 
in numerous other places. To refer you to ſome. 
„Light is ſown for the righteous; and gladneſs 
0 | 55 
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for the upright in heart®.” * To him that ſoweth 
righteouſneſs, ſnall be a ſure reward.“ He 
c that ſoweth iniquity, ſhall reap vanity . The 


« harveſt is the end of the world; and the rea- 


« pers are the angels. As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burnt in the fire; ſoſhall it be in 
<« the end of this world. The Son of man ſhall 
« ſend forth his angels, and they ſhall gather out 


4 of his kingdom all things that offend, and them 


“ which do iniquity and ſhall caſt them into a fur- 
* nace of fire: there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing 

« of teeth. Then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth 
. as the ſun, in the kingdom of their Fathers.” 
“ Whatſoever good thing any man doeth, the ſame 
«ſhalt he receive of the Lok D; but he that doeth 
te wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong which he 
&« hath done.“ The Son of man ſhall come in 
the glory of his Father, with his angels; and 


« then he ſhall reward every man according to 


< his worksC;” To theſe authorities let the well 


known deſcription of the e in Mat- 


| 5830 xxv. be added. 


Tbeſe declarations 3 are = ira cagent ts | 


* Ter e 


* Pal. _ th: + . xi. 18. t Prov. x all 8. 
J Matt. xiii. 39-45: . | Eph. vi. s Cal. iu. 25. 
1 Matt. xvi, 7 


be , 
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be hereafter diſplayed, though at preſent inviſible 


and diſtant, can intereſt us: if truthsa that are 
ſupported with all the weight of Gopꝰs authority, 
can move us: and if: we are not reſolved to ne- 
glect Gon, our duty and eternity: theſe declara- 
tions wilt rouſe our ſouls to the ꝑurſuit of pious 
virtue, and awefully reſtrain: us from every ſin.— 
They cannot be neglected, but at our infinite peril. 
But This e, eg us co g aNk obi 
"ED e dect bog gt ob Ar 
—— That Fees wh hope to Nane miſary, 
or enſure | happineſs; in oppdſition to this ęſtab- 
liſhed order of tber divine government, 5 * 
deceive:themſelves to their own. 


BP ae6: deceived 6 bei 06: mocha; ator 


<whatſovver * a man ſoweth that! ſhall. he alſo 
c reap.” -:. There is nothing of fo great concern to 
Us; as . ſhall become of us, when this ſtate is 
no more; there is nothing, about which we ſhould 
be ſo ſolicitous and careful as our future welfare 
and eternal ſalvation. And yet alas! there is 
nothing, about which men employ their thoughts 
ſo little; and in which they are ſo eaſily impoſed 
upon. Here they ſeem glad to practiſe the arts 
of ſelf : deceit, and contrive expedients· to perſuade 
themſelves it ſhall go well with them hereafter. — 
How eagerly do men catch at, how: cloſelyiadhere 
5 and how zealouſly defend * *doarines, or 
prin- 
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principles; which may anſwer this end. How. 
confidently do they expect every thing from the 


mercy of Gop, or the merits of the Redeemer, or 


a ſound+ faith; or a warm e or a _ 
and e nne | 


7) 


RR ee to * 
they are eaſily miſled: 


readily embrace every 


thing, that may miſlead them into a good opinion 


of themſelves and their condition, with the leaſt 
mortification and labour. Thus they are carried 


off from the purſuit of ſubſtantial goodneſs, and 
and are led aſide from the road of truth and vir- 
tue. Their attention is directed to the eaſieſt 
points, that bear the name of religion, to the forms 
and appendages of godlineſs. They ſubſtitute 
ſomething elſe in the place of real and uniform 


obedience: a zeal for the church, a conſtant round 


of ceremonies, the great appearances of humility; 
and ſelf-denial, an 1ll-directed and bigotted zeal 


for the honour, perſon and righteouſneſs of the 
SAVIOUR, and a great exactneſs in ſuch things, 


as the tything of mint, aniſe and cummin 
ſerve in the room of an active and "Aabive. 


benevolence, ſtrict juſtice, meekneſs, candour, 
piety, and the weightier matters of the law.— 


But this is not dealing fairly and honeſtly with 
ourſelves : this is cheating our ſouls of eternal 


Y | fal- 


4 
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ulviion by tricks; and cunning, and art. This 
is to bring ourſelves to believe that we © are rich 
and inereaſed with goods and have need of 
<* nothing:“ when we really are wretched od 
miſerable, and poor, and blind, and nak 
This is flattering ourſelves with the hope 55 im- 
mortality, whilſt we are. Oy in the road 
to: GRIP: | 


But however we may delude ourſelves by 
firſt wiſhing, and then alſo imagining, that other 
things will anſwer our purpoſe, as well as uni- 
verſal and perſevering righteouſneſs, yet Gop 
is not mocked. All our arts and eyaſions are 
vain with reſpe& to him. Our affections, our 
actions, the habits we have contracted, will de- 
termine our character, and fix our ſtate in his 
judgment: by which we muſt ſtand, or fall. Oh 
let us not thus impoſe on ourſelves. As we love 
ourſelves, let us by all means guard againſt this 
deceit. Let us remember, that the rule in the 
text, if either reaſon or revelation is to be truſted, 
will aſſuredly take place. This principle is as firm 
as heaven, and as certain as that there is a Gov. 
Let it then ſink deep into our minds: it is eſtab- 
liſhed on fo much evidence; it is ſo founded on 
truth and equity: it ought never, never to be 
Wit 888 by us. | | 


To 


* 
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courſe. It is of great moment to yourſelves that 
you entertain juſt ſentiments of your life and of 
the conſequences of your preſent behaviour. The 
ſentiments that have been now laid before you 


ture,” The intereſt you have in them can not be 
overlooked. For they are the root and ſupport 
of all religion and virtue; fo a firm perſuaſion 
of their truth will give a ſtability to all your early 
purpoſes for goodneſs; which under the divine 
aid, neither the warmth of youthful paſſions, nor 
the enſnaring maxims of the wicked and aban- 
doned, will be able to ſhake, | 


It is no wonder, when you are witneſſes to the 
wide reign of iniquity under different forms, to 
the grofs immoralities of many, to the careleſs m- 
difference with which religion and futurity are 


polite, ſenfible and refined part of mankind, and 
to theeffrontery, with which the ſons of prodi- 
gality and vice laugh at the reſtraints of piety and 
virtue: it will not be ſurpriſing amidſt ſuch ap- 
parent diſbelief, if not contempt of religious ob- 
ligations and principles, you ſhould be inchned 
in ſome gay moments to regard a fober conduct 


as a * ſcrupulofity, and the truths of religion 


F 4 as 


| 


To leave, my young friends, indelible traces of 
it on your minds, hath been the deſign of this diſ- 


are of the utmoſt concern to every rational crea- 


treated by the generality, and even by the more | 


Frey 
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as the invention of policy in prieſts and ſtateſmen, 
or the fruits of MPO imbibed in your 


_ _ earlieſt years. 


What bath been obſerved furniſhes an unan- 
ſwerable reply to theſe ſuggeſtions : à reply, read 
to us by the whole courſe of nature with à ſtrik- 
ing voice: engraven with deep and laſting cha- 
racters on the human heart: confirmed by our 
daily experience of the preſent conſequences of 
human conduct: receiving the ſtrongeſt ſupport | 


from the nature of the divine perfections and 
government; and which the books of ſacred truth 


and everlaſting life labour, in innumerable decla- 
tions, to teach us. 


From theſe things you learn to form an eſtimate 
of human life affecting and momentous to the 
higheſt degree. What the ſeed-time is to the har- 
veſt that is the preſent life to eternity. This is the 
ſeaſon for cultivating good affections, performing 
good actions and eſtabliſhing good habits. Here- 
upon much depends in this life, and in the next 
our all. Improve life and you will be happy: 


neglect it and you will be miſerable. 


Remember that the vigour of youth conſtitutes 
not only a pleaſing, but an important part of hu- 
man life. The activity of this ſtage, 1s peculiarly 

fitted 
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fitted for the labours of the ſeed-time: . and it 
will certainly enter into the account of a future 
reckoning and retribution. Befides, what can 
be more proper or ſerviceable, than on the en- 
trance of a ſtate, which extends itfelf into eter- 
nity to make a pauſe, and ſuryey the road before 
us? For the tbosg its, views and temper with 
which we begin our courſe, will ſtrongly influence 
our future deportment: as the firſt and ſucceed- 
ing ſtages of life will bx our condition beyond 


the grave. Your exiſtence is not a toy or a trifle, 


which you may throw away or abuſe. Let not 
your proſpects terminate in the tomb: the conſe- 
quences of life do not. Eternity depends por If, 
Lay your ſchemes for eternity. 


Attend to theſe things: and learn to think 
highly of Wour exiſtence and your behaviour 
here; Attend to them and act virtuouſly and 
nobly. Sow the ſeeds of purity, and goodneſs, and 
truth : and though the important culture ſhould 
be attended with ſome fatigue and pain, with 
the tears of repentance and the ſorrows of a com- 
bat : a glorious harveſt of honour, triumph and 
bliſs awaiteth you. View the virtuous diſpoſitions 
and holy habits ripening far this richandenlivening 
ſeaſon with the eye of devour pleaſure: and with 
quickneſs, vigour and zeal, preſs towards it. 
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But if you ſow to the fleſh ; if you come under 
the power of, vicious inclinations and perſevere 
in a courſe of fin; what will you, in that caſe, 
have to receive? Not ſurely happineſs, not the 
approbation of the Great Loxp of the harveſt ; 
nor even an exemption from corruption and 
death. For then the world would not be judged 
in righteouſneſs and truth: hen men would not 
reap what they have ſowed-t nor would you re- 


ceive according to the things wont with 4 
delight, in the . Fg | 
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nnd 5 great, ever r bleſſed has 
ever glorious Being; I look up unto thee, 
as the Almighty, Creator and conſtant Preſerver 


of all things. With reverence I bow before thee, 


as the righteous and holy Sovereign of heayen and 
earth. I approach thee, with joy and hope, as 

my F ather who art in heayen. Thou art the God, 
in whoſe hands my breath is, and whoſe are all 
my ways, By thee was I fearfully and wonder- 
fully made: by thee have I been conſtantly and 
graciouſly guarded and protected; by thy bounty 
fed and cloathed, and by thy viſitation upheld in 
being. Wherever I turn my eyes, I behold the 


moſt evident proofs and manifeſtations, of 7 


exiſtence, preſence and power. 3 


It becometh me to glorify and ſerve thee / with 
my hats and ſpirit, which are thine, Every ſen- 


timent of adoration and gratitude, which my heart 


can ed is n to thee the F ather of ſpirits, and the 
P4 Gov 
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Gop of my life. Every act of obedience, every 
inſtance of homage and ſubmiſſion is due to thee 
my Sovereign and my Judge. How much more 
am I indebted to thee, O Father of mercies, 
for the richer bleſſings of thy grace, for the 
inſtructions and+. promiſes of thy word, fo? the 
example and ſufferings of Jesvs CHRIST, the 
ambaſſador of thy mercy, and for all the wonder- 


ful proviſion which thou haſt made for the pardon 


of my ſins and the ſalvation of my ſoul. What 

ſhall I render unto thee, O Gov, WHO chooſeſt 
our inheritance for us, that, in early: life, 1 was 
led into the knowledge of thyſelf, 'the only true 
Go, and of Jesvs Curisr whom thou haſt ſent, 
whom to know is eternal life. Everlaſting thanks 
for thoſe gracious diſpoſals of thy'providence, by 
which I have been favoured with the advantages 
of good inſtructions and good examples, by which 
I have been kept from the great ſnares and temp- 
rations of life, and by which a taſte for ſerious 
and heavenly things and for virtuous purſuits 
hath been given to "ty ee _ JRun 
heart, 


Shall it be in vain that thou haſt diſplayed to 
me thy mercy and goodneſs ? Shall it be in vain 
chat thou haſt poured upon me the bleſſings of 
thy providence and gface ? Shall it be in vain, 
that 


U 7 
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that I have been brought up in the nurture. and 
admonition of the Logo, and, in my firſt years, 
have been taught thy truth and the Ae of oP 
a a ea BEE 


By . gracious aſſiſtance, O ni F ds 
theſe” favours ſhall not be: loſt upon me. I feel 
the claim; that thou haſt to my gratitude and ſer- 
vice. I feel the authority of that Prophet and 
Saviour, whom thou haſt raiſed up to bleſs thoſe 
who turn from their iniquities, even Jesus whom 
thou haſt made Logp and Cur1srT. I am con- 


vinced, that religion is the higheſt wiſdom; that 
its truths are ſupported by the cleareſt evidence; 
that the bleſſings it offers are moſt needful and 


important; that the fruits of it are preſent com- 
fort, peace and joy; and that the fal iſſue of it 
will be eternal life. am convinced, O Lon, 
that ſooner or later, religion muſt e W 
as key or 10 am es ai 3987 1 

EK narably and neh ved to theſs con- 
victions. With all ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity 
would I, from this time, from this moment, devote 
myſelf, O my Gop, to thy fear and ſervice, ac- 


cording to the precepts of thy Son's goſpel, with 


a grateful acceptance of him as my Lon and 
Sav10uR, and earneſtly imploring thy mercy, thy 
a = | for w 
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forgiveneſs. and favour: through him... Take 
“thou the full poſſeſſion. of my heart, and help 
eme to make an unfeigned ſurrender of all that 
40 <] am, and all that I have to thee, the great pro- 

* prietor of all. With purpoſe of heart would I 
cleave unto thee: O keep me cloſe-to thyſelf.” 
May I live by faith in thy perfections and provi- 
dence, and in Jzsvs CnrisT whom thou haſt ſent. 

| Deeply may the principles of faith be fixed in my 
heart: habitually may they form my temper and 
manners. May nothing be able to; ſeparate me 
from thy love. Tam, Lozp, henceforth, thy de- 
voted ſervant: I am the diſciple of thy Son. Never 
may any conſiderations, never may any temptations, 
neither the warmth of youthful paſſions, nor the 
views of ambition and intereſt in riper life, draw 
me aſide from theſe holy engagements. Firm 
may be my purpoſes : conſtant and perſevering, 
through every period of life, my attachment to Go 
and ChRIST. Never may I let go the hope of 
my holy and heavenly calling, but finiſh my 
' . courſe with Joys and, at the-end of my Chriſtian 
courſe, lay hold of that eternal life, which is thy 

gift in Jagvs ChRιi Amen, and Amen. 
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\ LORD, my. heavenly Father, the Creator, 
Preſerver and Governor of all things. With 
hes? is the fountain of life and happineſs. Thou 
cauſeſt the light to ſhine. out; of darkneſs and re- 
neweſt, the face of nature. Every day will I 
wait upon thee, for in thee are all the ſprings of 
comfort and being. My voice ſhalt thou hear 
in the morning, O Lonp; in the morning's will I 


direct my prayer unto thee and look up.” Great 


art thou, O Lonp Gop Almighty, and greatly to 


be revered: good art thou, O moſt merciful and 


gracious God, and greatly to be praiſed. Many, 
O Loap God, ate thy wonderful works which 
thou haſt done: as for me [ will come unto, thee 
in the, multitude of thy mercies; and, with hum- 


ble confidence and feryent gratitude, bow before 
Ir throne. . 0 
The life which thou haſt given me, he powers 
with which thou haſt endowed me, the bleffings 
which thou haſt beſtowed upon me, call on me to 
praiſe thy goodneſs. Thou art the Gop of my 
life and the length of my days. Thou wert the 


SON S4IAS # i - -& 


"Aid neſs, 


AY of wy childhood : thou art the guide of 
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| kindneſs, and declareth thy faithfulneſs apd truth, 
I laid me down and llept i in ſafety and peace: I 
have awaked refreſhed and in health, becayſe | thou 
haſt ſuſtained me. Th goodneſs and mercy ſhall 
follow me all the days of my life. "And, for « ever, 
blefled be thy abundant mercy in NIE Jesvs, 
by whom thou haſt given us the words of eternal 
life, and taught us to > look for an eternal 4 of 
Be and Vas. min 
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| with the return of” Wet bai dk thou 
renew unto me thy loving kindneſs, open agai ain 
thy ſtores for my ſupport and enjoyment, and 
"reſtore me to a capacity to ſerve and glorify thee. 
With the return of the morning, O Gop of my 
hfe, Feſteem it my wiſdom and duty | to devote 
myſelf to thee ; and my happineſs and Privilege 
to repoſe my hope and truſt in thee, : Various 
are the duties, which lie before f me: many are the 
ſnares, which beſet me: ſevere may be the trials, 
to which I may be called. My wiſdom 'is but 
Ignorance : my ſtrength but weakneſs: : While 
every thing, O my Gov, my comfort and uſeful- 
neſs here, and my happineſs hereafter dependerh 
upon my right conduct. Known unto thee are 
my dangers and difficulties. Be thou my preſent 
and daily help. May I be i in thy fear all the day 
Jong. Maytny devotions be humble, fincere and 

| fervent. 


a 


% 
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fervent. 7 May uprightneſs and integrity preſerve 
me, and my worldly buſineſs be purſued under 
thy authority and preſence, and with a regard to 
thy acceptance and glory. May not the moſt 
unbended moments of life betray me into fin and 
folly. Ever may I be able to preſerye the com- 
poſure and ſeriouſneſs of my mind and the purity 
of my character. In the management of my 
calling may ] be diſcreet and juſt: in the hours 


of relaxation may my amuſements be manly and 


rational, and my pleaſures ſober and innocent- 


May my whole deportment be virtuous and 
lovely; my words thoſe of truth and kindneſs; 

my mind meek agd humble, and my heart bene- 
volent, generqus and compaſhonate. Endue wwe 


with fortitude to reſiſt every temptation. Warm 
my breaſt, in the enjoyment of every bleſſing, 
with devout gratitude; and aſſiſt me to bear 
affliction with patience and ſubmiſſion. Suffer 


not my heart to indulge any ſinful paſſion, or to 


entertain any evil thoughts. Help me to look 


2 to the end of my life and to prepare for 


Aſſiſt me to ſow the ſeeds of divine know- 


Eta of religious wiſdom, of encreaſing virtue 
now, and may I reap the harveſt of glory and joy 


hereafter; having ſown to the ſpirit, of the ſpirit 


may I reap. life everlaſting. Through all future 


ce, may thy 
counſels 


ſcenes may thy power be my deft: 


* 
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conſels guide me, thy preſence encompaſs me, 
thy providence be my refuge, thy favour my 

animating: motive to perſeverance in well doing, 
and the days of my frail mortal life be ſucceeded 

and crowned with thy everlaſting mercy in Jxsus 
CHR 111 for whom I praiſe thee, as thy greateſt 
and beſt gift: and through whom I would aſcribe? 
unto thee; the Moſt High, all glory and praiſe. 

Let the people praiſe thee, O Lox p; let all the 
people praiſe thee waz rave nee for 

ever and ever. Amen. | 


A 8 ow our GE s ET on the 
Mount, for any Part of be Day, when 
Leiſure for devout Retirlment offers * 


OLY and ever bleſſed Gon, King of Kings 

and Lox of Lords, the righteous Loxp, 
who loveſt righteouſneſs and hateſt iniquity; what 
concerned me ſo much as to approve myſelf in 
thy eye? What is ſo much my intereſt and duty 
as to know and do thy. perfect and acceptable 
will? I thank thee and praiſe thee for the inti- 
mations thou haſt given of thy holy nature and 

* of my rr and moſt elicntial intereſts, by 


* This prayer was ſagpetted by, and partly dorm wed 
from, a fimilar one in Dr. nene 5 7 275 Nr 
N roy p. ww 
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the united lights of reaſon and revelation. I thank 
thee, eſpecially, for thoſe ſublime and | heavenly 

principles of conduct, which thou haſt communi- 

cated to us, through Jesus CarisT, the way, the 
truth, and the life. May his words ſink deep into 
my heart, and his rules be preſent to my ſerious 
recollection. I would devoutly retire to think 
on them, to bring them to my remembrance, and, 
in thy preſence, to lay my heart open to their 
authority. Aſſiſt me, O Gop. of all truth and 
grace, to conform my temper and life wholly to 
them. Grant me ſuch meaſures of thy grace, as 
will render me poor in ſpirit, humble and con- 
trite, ſow to anger, and ever diſpoſed to hunger 

and thirſt after ri ſneſs. Endue me with 
merciful and liberal diſpoſitions. Make me pure 
in heart, peaceable in my own temper, and atten- 
tive to the things which make for peace. Prepare 
me, if called to it, to ſuffer perſecution and to 
bear reviling and all manner of evil ſpeaking 
againſt me falſely for thy ſake. Root out of my 
heart all enmity to others, and incline me, ere I 
approach thy altar, to ſeek reconciliation with 
them againſt whom I have ought, or who have 
ought againſt me. Preſerve me from profaning 
thy name by falſe or careleſs oaths: may my con- 

verſation be ever guarded, and my words be in 
| ein and truth. O thou, beneficent Being, 


who 


> 
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who giveſt to all men liberally, whoſe ſun ſhines, 


whoſe rain deſcends on the evil and good, pre- 
ſerve 'me from all hatred and revenge ; diſpoſe 
me to be kind and liberal, to give readily to him 
that aſketh me, to love with pity my cauſeleſs or 
bitter enemies, to. bleſs them, to do them good, 
and to pray for them. Suffer not oſtentation, or 
a love to the praiſe of men, to corrupt my deeds 
of charity or acts of piety. May my benevolence 
be undiſſembled and my devotion unfeigned.— 
Suffer not my heart to be covetouſly ſet on un- 
certain riches; but in heaven may I lay up my 
treaſure; there may my thoughts and heart be. 


May no anxious cares, what ſhall eat, or what I 


ſhall drink, or how I ſhall be Hothed, diſturb my 
mind: but may the kingdom of Gop and his 
righteouſneſs be the firſt object of my choice and 


the chief object of my purſuit. Guard me from 


admitting harſh thoughts, or indulging ſevere 
cenſures of others : and endue me with wiſdom 


to diſcern and correct my own errors and faults. — 


Wiſdom and ftrength for this and every other 
holy deed I humbly and earneſtly implore from 


thee, - heavenly Father; while I ſeek may I find, 
while I aſk may I receive all good things. Help | 
me to maintain in my conduct to others that 
equity and kindneſs which I expect from them; k 


and whatſoever 1 would, that men ſhould do to 


me 


4* 
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ide me into that ſtrait gate, which leadeth unto | 


life. Preſerve me from the parhs of the ſeducer. 
Draw me off from all vain cofifidence in a profeſſed 
reverence to CarisT my SaviouR, white 1 prac- 


tically diſregard him. Grant, O heavenly Father, 


that I may do thy will, that I may hear and obey 
the ſayings of Canisr, and be oe” _ bleſſed 
in wy deed.” Amen. F 


| Anther Pogjer fo be * at any Ti me F 
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LORD, the grear Creator and Governor ef 

all things, I bow before thee, with all hu- 
motley: of ſoul and body. All thy works praiſe 
thee.z the children of men ought more particu- 
larly to bleſs thee-and to magnify thy name.— 
Ever may. my heart feel, ever may it be diſpoſed 

to acknowledge, my dependance upon thee for thy 
conſtant care and goodneſs to me ever fince I was 


born: The mercies of every hour call for my 


grateful acknowledgments. In theſe moments 
of devout recollection I thank thee,” the author 
of my being and of my enjoyments, for that 


n PG rien, hath Evarded me from. | 


54-44 » 


* * This Prayer' is 8 0 5 p- Patrick; vue i | 
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many dangers, and for that beneficence which 


hath ſupplied me with various good things, as 


well for the comfort and pleaſure as for the necei- 


fary ſupport of this preſent life. Eſpecial ly, L ad- 


3 4 mire and adore, with gratitude, thy exceeding 
great love in the LoxD Ixsus, through whom, thou 


haſt given me good hope of better enjoyment in 


the life to come, by following that example and 


obeying thoſe holy inſtructions Which he hath ſet 


before me. It ĩs all reaſon, O Lord, that through 


every day and every moment of my life, I ſhould 
love thee and entirely truſt in thee, and moſt wil- 
lingly ſerve and obey thee. Here I again devote 
myſelf to thee, and in thy great mercies which have 


been ſo tender and fo abundant toward me, Iwould 


ſtill hope. On thee is my dependance, for what 


thou ſeeſt to be neceſſary and profitable to me. To 


thy will may I be reſigned: with that condition, 
wherein thou placeſt me, may I reſt contented and 
ſatisfied. . Fix in my mind a firm and joyful per- 


ſuaſion that thou ordereſt all things in heaven and 


earth; and takeſt the greateſt care of thoſe that wait 


upon thee, and commit themſelves unto: tlie, as [ 


now do, in confidence of thy goodneſs andiin ſub- 


miſſion to thy pleafure., I hope in thine everlall- 
ing mercies, that thou,wilt-pardon'all my forget- 


fulneſs of thee and diſobedience to thy precepts. 
1 moſt earfneſtly N wi 'continual alls, to 
preſerve, 


, 


* 
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preſerve, im my mind, 2 powerfull ſenſe of thee, 
and ' ardent! love to thee, and an Hely care to 
pleaſe and obey theein all things. May the fate 
mind and ſpirit, which was in' Citxisr J sbs 
dwell in me; the ſpirĩt of wiſdom ind underſtand· 
ing and the fear of thee ; the ſpirit of merknefs,* 
humility; putity and chariry;thz&Imay do thy wilt 
with ſuch cheatfulneſs, zealand conſtancy ; ; 'with' 
ſuch”a regard-46-thy "glory; and ſack a love" ro 
mankind as he did.*:-Bleſſed be thy great goodneſs” 
for what 1 have already attained, for the aſſiſtance 
thou haſt given me and the happy opportunities 
I have enjdyed of improving myſelf i in true wiſ-' 
dom, virtue and piety. It is my earneſt deſire to 
grow in each, and to be made perfectly like my 
divine maſter and Sa viobx, by hom all honour” 
and glory be given unto hee, O Father mene, 
to che end of the world. MORSE LIL 
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ends of the earth; who: fainteft not; neither 
art weary, I wouldextol thee, OGob, my guardian 
ande my benefactor, my father and friend; and 
bleſs thy name for ever and ever. Every day 
would I bleſs thee, and praiſe thy name through! 
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all the ſtages of my, life, for thou art great, and 
thy greatneſs: js unſearchable ; flow to anger art 
chou and of goodneſs, unſpeakable. The eyes of 
all wait uupon.-thee, and thou giveſt them their 
meat in due ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thy hand and 
ſatisgeſt. the deſires of every living ching. Thou 
art. rightecus in all- thy pays and boly in; all thy 
=” Thou art nigh to all that call upon thee, 
to all that call upon thee in truth. My mouth 
ſhall {peak thy praiſe andiall my powers ſhall bleſs 
thy. holy name. Tothee, O- Almighty Gov, who: 
by, wiſdom haſt made the heayens:z.to thee who 
didſt appoint the ſun to rule the day, the moon and 
: ſtars to rule the night; to thee who gaveſt me be- 
ing and haſt redeemed. my life; from deſtruRtion ; 
to; thee whoſe bounties have ſupplied my wants, 
and, whoſe goodneſs hath abungantly miniſtered 
to my enjoyments; to thee, O Gop of my life, 
who haſt conducted me through the paſt day, and 
RE me to this be dee ſurrounded with va- 


+ we > 1 


true bread en ne and bleſt me with all 
ſpiritual : bleſſings: im heavenly things, in CHRIST 
IEsus, and haſt; eneouraged me to hope for the 
| forgiveneſs of my ſins and eternal life; to thee, O- 
Father of mercies be glory and praiſe; the moſt 
thankful bee e cg "7 _ 1 . 
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I becometh me, O Holy God, the: witneſs of 
my conduct. to look upon the many inſtances of 
forgetfulneſs to thee and thy goodneſs, and of diſ- 


and with unfuigned penitonce humble myſelf be- 


fore: thec. My hope is: in thy merey: I rejoice 


in. choc ag the Loup Gon, merciful and graci- 


merciful is thy nature, and a covenant. of grace 


and forgiveneſs haſt. chou eſtabliſned with us by 
IJrsus CARIST. Fulfil unto me, according ta the ö 


7 :of my ge and ff 7 t tence : 


the promiſes of thy word.; and be mercifab wary” | 


N 74 failings and rranſgreſfions, 


os — 
2171 „ 15 


Kesten PAT ONE bas 


part and to live an holy, righteous life in all god- 


lineſs and virtue. Let not my heart be hardened 
« through the deceitfulneſs of ſin: but melt ir 
by thy goodneſs, andfubdueir to the authority of 
thy law. Give me a taſte for the pleaſures of 


devotion and goodneſs.” Let my thoughts be 


employed on the beſt things; refine and ſpiri- 
<< tualize: my aſſections; elevate and ennoble my 
< purſuits 3 quicken my deſires after thee; and 
help me with purpoſe of heart to cleave to 


« thee, the Lon be: Poſſeſs me with all kind: 


A 


obedience to thy-preceprs, with grief and-ſhame'z 
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aupofßtions to my fellou men, and fellow. 
 Ehriftiuris;y may my charjty:befervent: and uni. 
verſal;, fand. eve may I be ready to every gNο̃ 
office l poyer. On ratinnal and feriptura} 
gwunds may: Ibe able to DE for wards to, che 
end of mydays and to the night of death with 
compoſure: and good hope, and onthe morning 
ofs ide reſufrection awake to life und glory. 
"Ys. May thy watchful providence guaid the ſtum- 
bers of the enſuing night from evil and thy good. 
neſs render / my iſleep comfortable and refreſninga 
and, with' lively, grateful devotions, may ug] 
heart mect the retutn of cha morning SEE 
* en KW yin i 2tinong 27; 
en bite 4 fc 
May that cootnels; wad eſpecially he StmanifeC: 
-. . tations of it} through Jesus>Cnr1sT, be known 
to all che earth; and by all:the earth may it be 
adored and umpraved. May it bleſs my country 
with the æontinuaner of every civil and every re- 
ligious advantage: may it comfort and relieve the 
afflicted: may it be the confidence and joy ol my 
relatives and friends. Let all the world rejoice 
in it, and a hymn of pr aiſe ariſe from every mouth 
and every heart. 12 would: hambly rejoice. and 
ttuſt int and magnify, it with all my powers. 0 
God, ihe beſt of beings, allglory and praiſebe given 
L rsus CRISU. . Amen * 
6 A Morn 
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LMIGHT v. Wp and! Sracious Soc 
£2 Ki vereigh, of bm the whole family, in hea: 
ven and earth, is named. Worthy art chou of the 
adoration of the moſt exalted ſpirits that ſurround 
thy throne; much more art thou worthy of the 
humble. homage of the children of men, and of | 
the various tribes that dwell on earth. We adore 
and worſhip. thee; as the Being who dwelleſt on 
high and we admire thy condeſcenſion, that thou 
humbleſt thyſelf to: bekold the things that are done 
in heaven and on èarth. To thee, O Gob, en“ 
couraped by thy goodneſs and drawn bycthy mer- 
cies, let our venetation, gratitude and homage! be 
paid; for to thee: are they ever due. Thou, who 
ruleſt over all and ho placeſt the folitary in fami- 
lies, haſt choſen our inheritance for us, and united 
us together by the ties of love and kindred. We 
are thy creatures, the objects of thy care and the 
beneficiaries of thy bounty. - Before thee we bow 
as thy humble and grateful: dependents: to tliee? 
we look up with auted affection, and with faith 
and hope, as heius tagether gf the, grace wf Ae 
Thou haſt ſpread aur Table for: us, warchediover: 
our felcity, made us bleſſings: to cach other, andi 
e to natd in the fame ſpiritual + 4 iN 
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anꝗ to the ſame heavenly hopes. With one mind 
and with one mouth would we glorify thee, our 
Gop and Father, the Father of our Lox and Sa- 
VIOUR, Jxsvs Cunxisx. We thank thee and 
praiſe thee for all the good things, that-thouhaſt 
beſtowed. upon us: and for that care and kindneſs 
which we: ee ee eee ay (or paſt 
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We now commit lente dani to thy merey 
and goodness. Let thy mercy forgive our ſins, 
and thy goodneſs provide for us and defend us. 


- 


In the hours of ſleep may we,reft in ſafety under 
thy protection: in the hours of light and activity 
may we be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lox p. 
Whether we wake, or ſleep, may we be thine, ſuch 


ds thou wilt approve and bleſs; devoted to thy 


glory, and having an unchangeable intereſt in thy 
love and favour. To all our fellow creatures ma 
we act with integrity and kindneſs. Help us to 


burdens, affiſting one another s temporal and ſpiri- 


ſympathy; living together as the heirs of immors 
talityt May love reign in our hearts and peace: | 
in / our dwelling: and the: G of love and peace 
be with us. Aſſiſt and profper the honeſt abourrt 


Ty <a; 9 Hreterve our bealth and ſparè our 


Lell | lives. 


nech good in thy fight, 


fknel and ph from our houſe. ' May we 
eee of the bounties of thy 


, in the ſame bleflings of union, piety, vi 
faith. M thy gogdi 


when we have, piouſly and benevolently, ſerved 


glorious family of ſaints and angels a 


Cnalsr, by whom be given unto thee, the Father 
Almighty, our Father in heaven, glory in pen 


higheſt. Amen. "IS. -: 
4 | 
1 
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us, for all the changes of this uncertain life. ; and 


thee and one another here, may we be Joined bathe * 5 
All 


we aſk, relying on thy metey, through 7 2 bk 
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